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INTRIGUES AND ADVENTURES 

or 

JEAN LE mm, 

From his Inliftnoent as a Drummer in General 
Rochembeau's Army, and arrival at Boflon, 
to his being driven from England in 1795, 
after having borne a confpiciious Part in 
the French Revolution, and after a 
great variety of Enterprizes, Hazards 
and Efcapes during his (lay in Eng- 
land, where he was fent in quality 
of Democratic Miffionary. 
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Let ffrumhling Sam- culottes our Laws decry; 
Let Fox harangue^ and baffled Priefileyfly : 
Letfuuffling Stanhope hie to GalliaV Jkore^ 
And hug his canting comrade^ Jean Le Noir. 
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PREFACE 



TO THE AMERICAN EDITION, 



An the following work the public are 
prefented with the life and adventures 
of a Democratic Miffionary, fent from 
the Metropolitan See of Sedition and 
Murder at Paris, to propagate their 
principles in a neighbouring country. 
The reception he met with among 
the diiFerent orders of the people, and 
his awkward, though zealous endea- 
vours in the caufe of liberty and equality, 
will not fail of yielding the reader an 
abundance of amufement: but thefe 
adventures, befides being in themfelves 
fiiflkiently diverting, have an additional 

A 2 claim* 
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claim to the attention of the American 
reader at this moment, when circum- 
ftances render them appKcable to our- 
felves. 

m 

m 

It is well known that the mother of 
our Democratic Clubs eftablifhed, long 
ago, a regular fyftem of communication 
with all the " gr«mblers** in the Unit- 
ed States; but this, upon experience^ 
was, it feems, found inadequate to the 
grand defign, and therefore they deter- 
mined upon a miflion ad hoc, as often 
as emergencies might require. In con- 
fequence of this refolution it was that 
one of their members was difpatched 
to Bofton with a pack of treaties at , 
' his back, like a pedlar, and another 
to South-Carolina, loaded with the 
jufttficatory pleadings of Sir Bull-face 
Double-fee. 

The 
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The fuccefs of thefe miifions made 
them refolve upon an augmentation of 
their miffionary corps ; but, their Louis 
d*ors being all expended in pairs cA 
gloves to Sir Bull-face, and in other 
items of corruption, they have been 
obliged to wait for a fupply : when that 
arrives we may expeft to fee their en- 
lightened crew faHy forth, like Jean Le^ 
Ntnr^ vefted with unlimited powers for 
roufing the mob to a ** holy infurrec- 
'^ tion.'** 

This itinerant gang will eafily be 
known by their phyfiognomy ; they alf 
feem to be, like their Vice-Prefident^ of 
,the tribe of Shylock: they have that 
leering underlook, and malicious grin, 
that feem to fay to the honeft man — 
approach me not. Did they not thus 
bear on their front the mark of their 
reprobation, the perufal of the Adven- 
tures 
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tares of Jean he Noir might enable the 
unwary to diftinguifh them. The po- 
litical cant of Le Noir^ and his propen- 
fity to equalize the property of every 
one whom he has any thing to-do with, 
are fo exadUy of a piece with the talents 
©f our democrats, that the reader finds 
himfelf in an embarraflment, fomething 
refembling that of Hudibras, to know 
whether Jean Le Noir be a type of themi 
m they of Jean Le. Neir. 
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SOME ACCOUNT OF OUR HERO. 



J 



EAN LE NOIR, the hero of the 
following pages, drew his firfl: breath 
in an obfcure village in the province of 
Champaigne in the kingdom of France. 
He was the fon of very poor, but very 
honeft parents, wlio were enabled, by 
induftry, to gain a mere fubfiftence for 
themfelves and a numerbus family. 
While this humble, but contented couple 
were enjoying the fcanty fruits of their 

Vol.1. B own 




2 Shews early Indications 

own labour in thankfulnefs and peace, 
and partaking occafionally of the bounty 
of the Seigneur when he vifited his 
eftate, or of the charity of the neighbour- 
ing monaftery, they were not induced 
invidioufly to inquire if the benefits they 
received were derived from oftcntation 
in the one, or hypocrify in the other* 

Their fon, however, was of a very 
different difpofition : he early fhewed 
indications of that love for freedom and 
equality which have lately been.fo gene- 
rally difFufed over his happy country, 
and which have raifed it to that degree 
of peace and profperity which it now 
enjoys, at once the admiratipn and the 
envy of the reft of Europe. 

This however began rather to mani- 
feft itfelf by his condudl than his con- 
verfation. His principles were rather 

prafticah 
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firadHcal than fpeculative ; they were 
not founded on theory, they were rather 
the refult of experience derived from ac- 
tion. He was particularly attentive to 
the equafizatioh of property; fo that if 
any other boy in the village had a larger 
proportion of nuts, appfe, or grapes, 
than the reft, or happened to be dif- 
tinguiftied by fo ftriking a mark of the 
partiality of fortune as the accumulation 
of a few fols, he made no fcruple of re- 
ducing his opulence more to a level with 
, Bis companions, by appropriating a part 
of it to himfelf ; in which appropriation, 
however, it is not to Ibe denied that he 
fbmetimes took a much larger fhare than 
the ftrid rules of equality would juftify: 
a cuftom that has, I believe, been pretty 
generally followed by thofe who are fond 
of enforcing the dodtrine of equalization 
by their own immediate practice, arifing 
I prefume from a confcioufnefs of the 

. reftitude 



4 Inlifts as a Drummer. 

reftitude of their intentions and their 
defign of applying the fuperfluity fpkly 
to the public good. 

Such pradice, and fuch principles 
could not long efcape the obfervation of 
mankind, and his great abilities would 
probably have met with a reward fuitable 
to their merit, had he not wifely ftielr 
tered his growing reputation from the 
eye of general obfervation, by inlifting, 
at the age of fourteen as a drummer^ 
which foon opened to him a new field: 
of aftion. 
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Embarks for America. 



CHAP, II. 



HE VISITS TH5 CONTINENT OF 

AMERICA. 



^r « H ^ 



A HE regiment in which young Le 
Noir had inlifted was one of thofe that 
were fent by the court of France to aflift 
the Americans againft Great-Britain. 
During the voyage he was encouraged 
by his comrades to extend his notions of 
equality beyond the narrow limits of 
private property. The French officers 
were emancipated by the fervice in which 
they were now engaged, from the neccf- 
fity of making royal authority the folcv 
frt>jeft of their political converfation ; 

B-2 » and. 
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and indeed of being, as in fofmer wars, 
employed to extend the power of their 
Grand Monarque over a ftubborn race 
of, what they called,, infukr republicans, 
confidering themfelves now as cham^- 
pions ofuniverfal liberty, all the doc- 
trines of equality and freedom which 
had been fo generally difleminated* over 
France by the numerous philosophers 
of the fchool: of Voltaire and Rofleau 
were imprefled in full force on their 
eager and fri volous imaginations As 
in every* fituation of life mankind are 
always ready to imitate ,their fuperiors^ 
the foldiers foon caught the fpirit of 
their officers ; and as they had more to 
hope from a change of fituation than 
their commanders, that fpirit did not 
lofe force in the transfufion. 

To give an account of all our hero's 
adventures through the courfe of the 

campaign 
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campaign would be fuperfluoos. It is 
fufficient to fay^ that however his theory 
of> equalization might be enlarged, he 
was not forgetful of the praftical fcheme 
he had formerly adopted; and in the 
execution of this, he exercifedthe ftrift- 
eft: impartiality ; omitting no opportu- 
nity of making a more equal divifion erf" 
the property of thofe to. whom fortune 
had given a larger fhare than himfelf, 
without at all regarding whether they 
were on the fide of Great-Britain ' or 
France.. 

When the campaign was over, and 
the capture of the Britifli army put an 
end to the war, Le Noir felt no inclina- 
tion to return to the fcene of his former 
adventures. The rifing States of Ame- 
rica, where new forms of government 
and new regulations of law were going 
tahe tried, offered more brilliant fccnes 
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to ftis imagination than the eftabliihed 
code of his country ; he embraced there- 
fore the earlieft opportunity of afferting 
his natural right to independence, by de- 
ferting from hb regiment. 

His firft care was to find out a proper 
eftablifhment in his newly adopted coun- 
try. The town of Bofton, as being the 
place in which the oppofition to the 
power of England had originally broke 
out, was, for that reafon, the place he 
fixed on for his afylum. Thither he 
repaired, and having made a tolerable 
proficiency in the Englrih language, 
foon rendered himfclf confpicuous by 
his violent declamations in favour of 
univerfal liberty, and his avowed deter* 
minatton to quit for ever a country fub- 
mitted to the yoke of monarchal and 
ariftocratical defpotifm, for the happier 
regions of independence and equality : 

profeflions 
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profeflions which flattered both the 
natural and political prejudices of his 
hearers, and which ftrongly prepoflefled 
them -in favour of a youth, who, at fo 
early a period of life, entertained fuch 
juft notions of the unalienable rights of 
man, and. was fo ready to facrifice for 
them all thofe endearing conneftiops, 
and all thofe bright profpefts of future 
profperity, which he infinuated awaited 
him in his native country. 

So recommended, he foon got to be 
domefticated in fome of the beft families 
in Bofton.-^ Nor did he fufFer either his 
principles or his pradlices to lie dormant. 
But it would be foreign to the chief 
purpoie of this hiftory to enter into a 
detail of all his exploits during his refi- 
dence in America-, which lafted till the 
feeds 6i republicanifm, fown among the 
French army while on that continent,.. 

produced. 
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produced fo abundant an harveft in 
their own country, to which he then 
eagerly returned, as to a proper theatre 
on which he might difplay his own na- 
tural talents, now fo greatly improved 
by the many civic converfations he had 
held with the enlightened: inhabitants. 
©f New-England. 
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CHAP. Ill, 



HE RETURNS TO FRANCE, AND HREPAREA 
TO ENTER ON HIS MISSION, 

X^£ NOIR arrived in France juft 
after the execution of tke .unfortunate 
Louis. The enthufiafm bf liberty and 
equality, which at that time reigned 
nearly throughout the nation, was fo 
congenial with his own feelings, that he 
was inflamed almoft to madnefs by the 
ardour of republicanifm, and he foon 
became one of the moft diligent mem- 
bers of the Jacobin Club, and a conftant 
aflbciate of Marat and Robefpiere. 
Forming alfo a clofe connexion with the 

celebrated 
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celebrated Mr. Thomas Paine, and be- 
ing much enlightened both by the writ- 
ings and the converfation of that gentle- 
man, (for his long and early refidence in 
America had made him fo perfedt a 
matter of the Englilh language, that 
even by his pronunciation he could 
hardly be diftinguiftied from a native) 
he lamented that the Englifh nation, fo 
long held up as a pattern of a free go- 
vernment to all Europe, ifhould be now 
fo far behind hand with their neighbours. 

In this ftate of his mind and con- 
nexions, he turned his thoughts anxi- 
oufly to the idea of introducing a fyftem 
of equalization and fraternity between 
the degenerate Britons and his own re- 
generated countrymen, and only waited 
for an inviting opportunity of lending 
his affiftance -to the execution of his 
favourite plan ; amufing himfelf how- 
ever 
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ever in the interval by taking an adlive 
part in the fcenes of devaftation and 
cruelty, that were exhibited in every 
part of the nation. 

At length he thought the opportunity 
he had fo long expeded was at hand. 
The furprifing fucccefs of the French 
in Flanders and Holland gave occafion 
to the oppofitioaia England, hoth in and 
out of parliament; to expatiate on the 
inexpedience of the war, and the necef- 
fity of peace on almoft any terms : this, 
mifreprefented an4 exaggerated by the 
f^faffedled news-papers, confirmed him 
in the notion he entertained of the Eng- 
IjCh government, and the general dif- 
fatisfadion of the people. He was con- 
vinced that they faw the defeds of th^ir 
old conftitution •, that they wifhed to new 
model it, after the example of their for- 
mer rivals, and that the war was brigi- 

Vol. I. C nally 
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' nally entered upon by the court, in di- 
redt oppofition to the. declared will of 
the nation at large. 

Certain in his own mind of thbfe 
fadbs, he confidered it as a matter of great 
eafe, not 'only to detach England from 
the confederacy againft his country, but 

• r' 

%o bring her to unite with France, in the 
glorious plan of fpreading democracy 
over the whole earth, (or as a French- 
man would fay, the univcrfe) if a proper 
perfon could be found to influence the 
natural good fenfe of the people, by lay- 
ing their, true intereft before them. 

On weighing his own talents, ar*l 
efpecially his^roficiency in the Englifli 
language, he &on formed the refolution 
of taking this taft on himfelf immedi- 
ately. Getting therefore proper creden- 
tials to fuch of the Englifli as had been 

intimate 
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mtimate with the leaders of the repub- 
lican party at Paris, in an early ftage of 
the Revolution, and being fupplied bjfe 
thofe who favoured his enterprize, not 
with French Affignants, but Britifh 
Guineas, he failed to Guernfey in a 
neutral veflel, and took his paflage from 
thence, in an EngHfh fhip, to South- 
ampton. 

It was one of thofe clear, cheerful ' 
days, _ which arc not uncommon at that 
feafon, when a bright fun, and acloudlefs 
fky, make amende for the cold eaftern 
blaft that occafions them, but which is 
little felt in the iheltcred /ituation of that 
place. 
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CHAP. IV. 



AT SOUTHAMPTON. 

wOlBOUT noon, towards the end of 
March, our hero firft trod Englifti 
ground, on the quay of Southampton j • 
and he was aftonifhed to find no ap- 
pearance of that gloomy fog, which he- 
had fo often been told was dways hover- 
ing over the Britifh Iflands. 



As he walked up the town, amid the 
crowd of well drefled perfons which 
always makes the high ftreet of South- 
ampton a moft lively fcene, e'^eti with- 
out the influx of thofe ftrangers, who 

refort 
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refort thither during the feafon of fea 
bathing, his furprife was greatly in- 
creafed. In the concourfe of beautiful, 
Iprightly, and well drefled youi^ wo 7 
men, gay young men, and old men, 
he could find no tr^ce of the dull fplenetic 
race he was taught to expeft, whofe fole 
buiinefe was Sedition, and whofe great- 
eft rekxation, the folution of a mathe- 
matiqil problem, except, when by way 
of variety, they oceafionally amufed 
themfelves by hanging, drowning, or 
cutting their owathroats* . 



• s. 



Nor let my reader wondeir here, that 
afitCT living fo long in America, and 
conyerfing with fo many Englifhmeo in 
Fmnce, Le Noir f^ould entertain fuch 
notions of our climate and manners>^ 
fince a little reflexion will convince him, 
that we are apt to give thefe accoun|^ 
jpf ourfelves, and a Frenchman is vei^ 

C 2 V ready 
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ready to impute any cheerfulnefs he 
may meet with in one of our dull if^ 
landers at Paris, to the good eflfeft oP 
the genial air of France, operating on • 
our hereditary fpleen. And fo general 
is this complaint of the gloom of our- 
climate among ourfelves, that ^n emi* 
nent writer* ha^ obferved, 'Our pof-* 
' terity, admiring the mild and pleafant- 
' climate of the South of England, may- 
' be induced to wonder how it hap- 
* pcned, that the fun never ftione there,- 
t m the eighteenth century.* 

But to return from this digreffion. 
As our hero proceeded farther up the* 
ftre^t, he was ftruck with the difplay 
of wealth and elegance that appeared 
in the various fhops on every iide y and; 
as he pa(^l the upper gate, and his- 
eye took in the rich and beautiful land* 

fcape.' 
f Milford's Eflay on the Harmony of Language. 
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feipe that prefented itfelf: fields in the 
higheft ftate of cultivation, hills gently 
rifing from the water, their fides cover- 
ed with paftures and corn-fields, and 
their Srows luxuriantly doathed with 
wood, the whole interfperfed with in- 
numerable neat and elegant villas, he 
was ftruck with admirationi For a 
while he feemed to forget his miffion, 
and ahnoft'to doubt if French equality, 
or French fraternity, could add to the ; 
proiperity of the inhabitants. In ihort, - 
he was ready* to exclaim with Voltaire's: 
Babout^ ' U Anjte Itburiel fe tnoque ditM^^^ 
* tnonde de vouloir detruire urn ville ^.ly^ 
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CHAP. V. 



LE NOIR MEETS A GRUMBLER. 

After LeNoir had fatisfied his 
curiofity, and furveycd every part of 
the town, as he was returning down 
the high. ftreet, he pafled a l)ookfeller's 
ihop* Being weary with his walk, and 
defirous of making fo(ne enquiries con- 
cerning the ftate of the town, and the 
political principles of its inhabitants, he. 
went into the fhop. 

The bookfeller was a little' round 
man. He appeared the picture of con- 
tent, and certainly not~ without reafon^ 

as 
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as he had a well furnifhed ftiopi which 
was mnch frequented by cuftomers of 
all kinds; though now from the hour 
of dinner approaching, it was left in the 
pofleflSon of his own family, confifting 
of a very pretty and induftrious wife,, 
anda number of fine children- 

" ©ur hero, it may very well be ima- 
gined, both from his country and his 
education, would not be at a lofs to in- 
troduce himfelf to a much more re- 
refer ved party than that* befbre him. 
After a few gentraj obfervations on the . 
literary and fliining wares around him, 
(for Mr. Miller, as is ufual in all pro- 
vincial toWlfe of public refort, united 
the profeflions of bookfeller and jewel- 
lery) he began to fpeak in high terms 
ef the apparent profperity of the place j 
when greatly to his furprife, he received , 
^^ following anfwcr --TT— 

'Dear 



/ 
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' Dear fir, 
' I affure you this profperity is all 
a deception. — The tovyn is ruined, 
fir; I remember when I firft came 
here, you might buy as much fifhfor ^ 
a (hilling as would keep your family 
three days,, and poukry^ and butcher's > 
meat, and every thing elfe in propor- - 
tion. But when fea-bathing came.into • 
fafhion, and plays and aflemblies were 
introduced, every thingbecame dear- 
er. . Bilt this .ufcd to be confined to 
the ftmimer feafop only J now it lafts 
all the year round. We are eat up by 
a number of Eaft and Wefl: Indians, 
v/ho live in all thofe fine houfes you 
fee above bar,* And btsfides, many 
of the neighbouring gentlemen take 
lodgings in the town^ during the 
winter months, inftead of going to 

London. 

* The contitHiatjon of the High Street, be- 
ypn4;the north gate is fo called at Southampton. 
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London. This makes all the nccef- 
fary articles of life fo infuffferably deaj-, 

* that i. tradefman can harcQy live itid 

' fupport his family.' 

As Le Noir was by no means defi- 
cient inunderftandih^i he dptild not be 
itiduced to think that Ihefe complaints 
-were perfeftly juft ih the mo^tli of a 
man whofe trade miift be chiefly ftp- 
ported by that defcription of |M!^n's, 
whofe intrufion he was lam^ntii|j| |$, 
neither toys nor books ate v^r^ lal 
able coilunodities among the ufual inha- 
l)itaiits of a fea-port town. But as dl& 
fitisfadion wa»*what he wifhed to find, 
frbm whatever caufe it miehl' be deriv- 




ed, .he did not int6rupt him; and the 
: vender of books and baubles going on 
<with his complaints, began ^o touch 

4:^n a grievance much more congenial 
^mxh his fenfations. 
^ : : Sir, 






^4 Farther Complaints^ ' 

' Sir, (continued he) thefe inconve- 

* niences, bad as they are, might per- 
* Jifps be borne with ; but another evil 
' has arifen from the refidence of thefc 

* opulent men. Formerly the^ govern- 
' ment of the towrj, which is vefted in 
'the corporation, was folely in the 
' h^nds of the tradefmen, or thofe who 
'had retired from bufinefs. But thefe 
' laft, forgetting the origin of their own 
' wealth and independence, and anxi- 

* ous to be enrolled among the gentry, 
' began to admit fome of the new fet- 
' tiers into the body ; and this, increaf- 
' ing by degrees, has come to fuch a 
' pitch, that at prefent there is hardly 
' one tradefinan in the corporation. 
< Nabobs, fir, are our aldermen, ge- 

* nerals our mayors, and baronets our 
'.bailiflFs.' 



CHAP. 
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FURTHER CONVERSATION WITH THE 

GRUMBLER, AND HOW IT WAS 

INTERRUPTED- 

JLiE NOIIt caught fire at this com- 
plaint : * What, (cried he) is there 

* no fpirit. Ho fenfe of freedom and 

* equality among you, that you do 
^ not unite, and refift this oppreffivc 

* ariftocracy ? — Is this Englilh liberty, 
' of which I have heard fo much, and 

^ ' feen fo little ? — Have you not num- 

' bers on your fide ?— Why do you not 

, * rife in a mafs, and aflert your rights ? — 

* Is there a man thatmanufaAures your 
Vol. I. D goods. 
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* goods, or fcrves in your fhops, who 
' would not join in the glorious enter- 
^ prife ? 

* Softly, foftly, fir, (replied Mr. 

* Miller) that would be carrying mat- 

* ters a little too far. The law is too 
^ ftrong for us to fight againft. Nei- 

* ther fliould a man who fells glafs en- 

* courage cudgel-playing in his houfe. 
^ If we were to fpirit up all the poor of 

* * Southampton againft "the gentry, be- 

* fides lofing their cuftom, and being im- 
^ prifoned, if not hanged into the bar- 
^ gain, perhaps they might take a fan- 

* cy to fome of the valuable commodi- 
« ties in our fhops ; and I do not weQ 

* know how we ftioulcf be able to lay 

* the devil, when once we have raifed 

* him. No! no! fir, we have other 

* methods of proceeding. We have all 

* a right to vote for members of parlia- 

ments 
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^mcnt, and we are refolved to cHufc z- 
*^man who is not connected with the 
* corporation, and who will reg^ only* 
*• the good of the inhabitants at lai^c,' 

Le Nofr declared himfclf f*ry much 
pkafed with this determination, and 
was rejoiced to find, that tHe cleftioit 
of reprefentatives in that* town was in 
tbe hands of the people at large, which 
he imagined w^s a fingular cafe, as he 
had been informed by the moft refpeft- 
afile authority, both in France and Ame- 
rica, that there were feldoni. . above 
three or four voters in any plac^?ifhp 
were eitheriobliged to chufe, whoever 
the minifter, or fome great lord nomi- 
nated •, or, if they were left to their own 
choice, always put' the feat up to pub- 
lic audion, and fold it to the beft bid- 
der. He added, he was not now fur- 
prlibd at the ftriking profperity of the 

town, 
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town, which he knew was not the cafe 
with the country in general •, neither 
could he wonder at the great influx of 
ftrangers, fince it had the good fortune 
to prefcrvc the invaluable privilege, 
eleding its reprefentatives, which he 
hoped they would continue to dcferve by 
delegating fuch perfons on whom they 
couid confide ; perfons in the fame fitu^ 
ation of life with themfelves, and who 
would be prompted bodi by their inte- 
reft and their own' feelings, to fupport 
the claims of the lower orders of fociety-, 
to equality of power, and equality of 
property, with their more hearty, and, 
at prefent, more opulent neighbours. 

There were-fonle hints in this de^ 
damation, that were by no means in 
unifon with the opinions of Mr. Miller. 
He neither confidered himfelf as be- 
longing to the lower orders of fociety, 

nor 
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nor h^d any inclin^tipn to fli^re either in 
property or confideratipn with thofe who 
did belong tp them. But, as he was 
preparing to anfwcr, a gentleman of 
th^t clafs of Britifli jurifprjudence, cal-- 
led an attorney, .made his appearance, 
ai^ delivered .a meflage from ' Mr. Su- 
garcaiipr the pqpul^r candidate, defir- 
ir^ Mr. Miller immediately to print a 
number of hand-biJIs, as a vacancy was 
every moment expeded ; adding at the 
fame time, that he had diredions to^ 
fpare no expence in giving ribbons, 
opening public houfes, and in fhort, 
ufing every method by which an opu- 
knt man can influence the fuf&age of. 
the poorer voters* . ^ 

Le Noir flared' with aftoniftiment^ 
to find fuch a candidate fet up by the * 
tradefmen to oppofe the gentlemen ; he 
now found all his arguments andexpof- 

D 2 ^^^ons ; 
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tulations would be thrown awajr on the 
misjudging patriotic bookfellerj and he 
left theffaop much mortified and dif- 
gufted ', yet not without fome little fa^ 
tisfaAion, that in a plaee fo apparently 
pro^rous as Southampton, diibontent 
was to be found, and entertaining fan* 
guine hopes of more brilliant fuccefs ik 
ojtherplacesylcfsadvantageoufly-fituated.. 



V 
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GHAP. VII. 



;nfE ARISTOCRATICAL SANS CULOTTE;. 







'UR acfventurer, befng cqualjy tired 
with the profperity, the grievances, and 
the political prqucfiees of Southampton, 
after taking fome refreihment, quitted 
it in hopes of finding better principles, 
as he had advanced* further into the 
country.. He determined to purfuc hrs 
journey on foot, as the mode of tra- 
velling beft calculated to procure him 
an infight into the difpofition of the 
people at lirge, towards the prefent or- 
der of things. Aftuated by thefe fcn- 
timents j he fallied out of bar-gate, on 

his 



3^: Oh the Road for London^ 

4 

his road towards the irciropolis of 
Great- Britain -, though, had his 'inclina- 
tion led him either to Salifbury, or 
Portfmouth, the Land's End, or the 
Foreland, fuch is the peninfular fitua- 
tion of Southampton, he muft have 
made his exit through the farne gate. . 

He had not gone an hundred paces 
bpypnd the gate, when he jnet a num* 
ber of pfr{bns iffiiing from a plac^, 
which, though not decorated either 
with ftceple or tower, evidently feemed 
appropriated to divine worfhtp. While 
he was endeavouring to fet himfelf right 
in this particular, by inquiring of tholjb 
round him, a perfon came up aud en- 
tered into converfetion with^ him. , 

As this gentleman anfwered in every 
refpeft the idea he hadYormed of ari 
Englifli republican, or, to ufe a more 

apjpropriated 
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appropriated term, Un vrai fans culotte 
Anglais^ he liftened with peculiar at- 
tention to his account of the edifice 
from which he came. 

Mr. Ediftone, for that was his name, 
mmediately began: a long detail of the 
church hiftory of Great- Britain, and 
the tyranny of the corporation and teft 
afts; with which, though he exercifed 
riie patience of Le Noire for near an 
hour, there is no occafion for me to ex- 
crcife the patience of my readers a mi- 
nute. But the fermon ended in con- 
vincing a man who had no reh'gion at 
»I1, that there was no reafon to have 
any religion eftabliflied and proteAed 
by law •, and fbi^ing how abfurd it 
was to oblige a man to pay tithes to a 
well educated clergyman, who preferred 
hearing * tinker preach out of a tub. , 



Lfc 



J4 ^^^ difcourfe on the 

Lc Noir perfeftly coincided withf 
his fentimcnts ; but as he had fo lately 
met with fuch indifferent fuccefs in his 
propofition for a general infurreftion \ 
though from the^ appearance of Mr,- 
Ediftone, he could not conceive he, 
would have the fame objedion, on the 
fcore of property, to fuch a meafure 
as Mr. Miller had expreffed j yet hc^ 
thought it beft to. be cautious in what 
he advanced i he therefore begun thus: 

. - 1 

'Since I have heen in this town, fir>. 
* I am happy to have learned that tlic 
'right of^ eledion is diffufed among air 
'orders of citizens, and that you, and 
' thofe of your clafs, have an equal fuf- 
' frage with the better^ or I fhould ra- 
' therfay, the richer part of the inha-r 
' bitants, and that fuch opulent perfons 
'as Mr. Tankard, of the Red Lion,, 
'- where. I dined, and Mr. .Miller,. the 

great 
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* great bookfeller and jeweller, have no 
' advantage^ over you in that refpeft, 

* (here Mr.'Ediftone frowned, and bk 

* his lips.) Since this is the cafe, fir, 
. * fince honeft labouring citizens like you 

* have voices in the choice of members 
^ of parliament, why do you not in- 

* ftruft your reprefentatives ?* 

f" ■• ■ ■ ■ ' 

* Our reprelentatives in parliament ! 

* (examined the angry feftary, gkd to 

* vent his indignation -on the firft ob- 

* jecft that prefented itfelf ;) Our repre- 
^ fentatives in parliament ! zounds ! God 

* forgive me for fwearing, we " have no 
"* fuch thing. — We want a reform, fir, a 

, -* reform I fay ? (here Le Noir redoubled 

"*;his attention) All is carried away by 

V the great* — The houfe of peers nomi- 

* nate to the houfe of commons ; thofc 

* lords, fir, that odious diftinftion, fo 
Sinconfiftent with a ftate holding out 

' independence 



j# Interrupted hy an 

* ipdependcnce and equality to all Its 
' members — ' Here he was cut fhort in 
(Jie middle of his harangue, by a beau- 
tifiil and elegant young woman, but 
whofe beauty and elegance covered ^n 
envious and malevolent heart, ever ready 
to; blafl: the reputation of others. 

This faif Tifiphone coming up to him 
haftily, faid, * Papa ! papa ! my mam- 

* ma has juft fent me to tell you, Loi-d 

* and Lady Fitzmange are come to drink 

* tea with her, and to beg you will 

* come home immediately.* 

* Good heavens ! (cried the perpleifc- 

* ed patriot) what fhall I do ? I have juft 

* aiked Mr. Tallow and his wife to tea 

* with us J but at all events, I muft go 

* and put them off imnaediately, as my 

* Lord and Lady would never forgive me 
y ' for mixmg them with fuch comp my.* 

• - ^ • 3 deed 

\ - : • /■" ^ ■ - . 



Elegant y$mg Woman, ^ 

. ^ Indeed papa, (faki mifs) I wonder 
^ Jiow you can afk fucjb pepple ? did not 
^ my couiin tjbere, the li^n draper'3 

* niece, whofe fifter married a Scotcb 

* Lord's younger brother, come in the 
Votber day and cs^'d us at <^a^o 

* with Mrs, Tripe and the apothecary 
^ in the back ftreet ? Indeed, with Cuch 
> iioble conne^ons, you fhoiildbe more 

*/^efuI whom youaik.* 

»■ • 

Upon this, Ediftone left Le Noir in 
great hafte himfelf, and Le Noir in 
more aftonifhment, as he could not re-^ 
concile Mr. Ediftone's hatred of lord- 
ly diftinftion, with his fervile adula- 
tion of lords themfelves, or the pride of 
Lord Fitzmange, in refufing the fociety 
of Mr, Tallow, with his condefcenfion 
in keeping company with fuch a fhab- 
by perfon as Mr. Ediftone. The en- 
dearing expreflions of papa, alfb ufed by 
YqI. I. E the 
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flic young lady, furprifed him muclh 
But he thought he might be an old fcr- 
vant of the family, and poffibly her 
fbfter father. 

Trufting hojv6ver that time, and a 
better acquaintance with Englifh man- 
ners, would develope fuch diffici^ltiesy 
or at leaft, * make them more familiar to 
him, he trudged on quietly to Wior 
chefter. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, VIII. 



MEETS WITH A DISSAPPOINTMENT AT^ 

WINCHESTER. 



a 



'UR hero entered the city of Win- 
chefter in high fpirits, as he had a let- 
ter of recommendation from one of his 
jacobin friends at Paris, to a great dig- 
natary of the cathedral . For the learn- 
ed and reverend Dr. Portwell, though; 
fattening on the rich pafture of fine- 
cures and pluralities, was, or rather^ 
had been, a moft furious democrat. 

« To this gentleman, Le Noir pre- 
f^nted his credentials, and as he had 
j|,, J /a plaufibl* 
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a plaufible and infinuating addrefs, was 
moft gracioufly received, and had the 
ofKjr of a bed in the houfe, which he 
readily accepted/ and was treated plen- 
teoufly. But to fay the tmth, he paid 
a full price for bis board, by being 
obliged to attend the recital of a long 
jtoem, the narcotic qualities of which 
were almoft toc^ much for his fecultiesi 

The Doctor perceiving him drowfy, 
imputed it to the fatigue of his journey, 
for that any poppy was infufed in the 
poem, he never could conceive. He 
begged him, however, to be attentive 
to one paflage; on which Le N6i^, 
rubbing his half-clofcd eyes, and col- 
leding all the attention he could, ,thc 
divine proceeded thus : ■ -- 

* Firft to make men think at all, 

* Is of all rules we know, the principal.' 

'The 
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^ The Prince o'Paul ! (exclaimed Le 
y Noir) pray wko is he ? 

' Pfha ! (replied ' the hoft) it is a 
*. common Englifh word. Principal; but 
Vl read fb, for the fake of verfe. If- 
'we can't bring our words in to the 
' verfe eaiily, we muft berid them, and 

* twift them, till they cotiform. Surely 

* a man has a right to be matter of his 

' QWn language. This is a licence ufed . 

* by . all our beft ppets/ 

• ■* - • 

Le Noir did not controvert this po- 
rtion, and 4)egged pardon for his ig- 
norance of the freedom of Britifh verfi^ 
fication: the Doftor began again. , 

— -^Firfi to make iticmthink at all, 
Is of all rules we know the priiicipa] : 
Tht fecondj of as much importance quke^ 
To make them when they think at all think right; 
The thirdy isd every thing for man is done, 
To do^w&9t they think right,* and that alone. 

"^ ^ El ^ Oh 
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On hearing this, Le Noir, to atone 
for his former w^nt of attention, cried 
out, * Very pretty indeed ! but dear 

* firj do explain it to me. — I never was 
' quick at finding out charades V 

* Charades ! fir, (cried the Do(5tor) 

* do you take this for a charade! it is^ 

* one of the moft fublime and melodi- 

* ous parts of the poem.* 

' But to proceed.* He was as good as 
his word, and did proceed to retail to 
his drowfy auditor, a long feries of 
vague, and unconnedted ftuflF, • from 
which his flumbering fenfes could juft 
colledt that it was meant to be very fe- 
vere againft the French Revolution. 

The truth was, Dn PortweU's po- 
litics had made a crane -neck turn, fincc 
his acquaintance with the gentleman 

who. 
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who had recommended Le Noir to his 
notice. 1His friends, to whom he look- 
ed for preferment, were out of pfece 
' when he commenced democrat, but as 
foon as they got into power, he got inta 
good humour with government. 

Let not however the reverend bard 
^ be cenfured for a change of principles; 
to thofe he ever remained perfedlly 
fteadv. His own intereft and welfare] 
being the fole objeds of his care ; tai 
thefe he remained inviolably attached 
through every change or chance of do- 
meftic^ or political life. 



< ' 



Let Noir was (bon convinced, both 
by his verfe and his profe, of the change 
in the DoAor's politics, and as he was 
by no means of that defcription of per- 

' fons, whom he thojught he could have 
any probable chance of reconverting, he 

'M-- kept 
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kept his miflion to himfelf, and availed 
himfelf of his ho(pitality, without try- 
ing to interfere with his principles* 



CrtAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 



DOCTOR PORTWELL EXECUTES JUSTICE. 



T 



HE reverend Dodor, who wa* 
equally great in jurirprudence, as in po- 
etry and divinity, received a fummons 
jn the morning, to attend a meeting of 
the quorum, to determine on an offence 
committed againft the excife laws. He 
found the bench full, and only waiting 
for his appearance to open the bufinefs. 
For the Dodor was too much of a great, 
man, ever to be pundual to his time, 
or not to affed the empty importance 
of being mueh empbyed on things of 
confequence, by making thofe wait for 

him 
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him who were inclined to pay him that 
compliment ; being no exception to the 
general rule, that every m^n who is 
fervile is adulation to bis fuperiors, wUI 
be exaftly in the fame proportion, in^ 
folently arrogant to thofe who arc, or 
whom he fancies, his inferiors* 

The ceremony of his reception beiiag 
over, and his friend aimounced whQi^ 
he had brought with him to be a wit;* 
nefs of his legal wifdom and imports 
ance ; the dodor was placed in the cHai}^ 
and the accufers and culprit ordered in 



■^« 



When the dcpofitions were taken by 
the clerk, the chairman was immedi- 
ately proceeding to convidion, whea 
one of his colleagues ventured humbly 
to fubmit to his confideration, if it would 
not be proper to afk the prifoncr, if he 
had any thing to fay in his defence. He 

made 
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Iriade many apologies for fiiggefting 
any thing to a gentleman of his learn- 
ing and abilities, (here iheDoftor fmil- 
ed) but he had heard fome lawyers fay, 
ttet no man could be condemned with- 
out being firft heard in his own defence. 

To this the Doftor replied with a 
very pompous air, that to be fure he 
wte partly right. That in fbme cafes, 
as^l^ the quarter fcflions for inftance^ 
it was «/irii/, when the trial was by jury, 
fo grant that indulgence to the prifoner. 
He faid ufual^ for though the learned 
magiftrate who generally filled the chair 
on that occafion, held it as a matter of 
rights yet in that, as in many other 
cafes, he owned he was of a different 
opmion. But in the prefent inflance, 
an oflFence againft laws, in which the 
jnftices decided without the intervention 
of a jury, and where the crime wks of 

fo 
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fo enormous a nature, as an attempt t< 
defraud the revenue, he was decidedl 
of opinion, that if the magiftrates wer 
clearly convinced of his guilt by theevi 
dencf brought againft the culprit, ther 
was ho occaiion to give themfelves an 
further trouble. 

The clerk was by no means of th 
lame opinion with the wife and eloquer 
chsurman, but he was cautious \n cy 
prefling his diiient, left he fhould ol 
fend fo great a luminary of the la\^ 
He urged it however, as a matter of U 
nity, and ^flattering him on that heac 
he at laft confented, as a great aft c 
mercy, to hear what the prifbner ha 
to fay in extenuation of his offence. 

But as the man was begmnmg to ea 
culpate himfelf, the Doftor inififted o 
his being fworn. * What, (faid he 
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^ih^lwe fuiFer thia rogue to contradift 
\ on his bare word, what the king's of- 
^ficers have depofed on oath? — Swear 
* him diredtly.* 
.. .\ • 

Here the clerk would have remon- 
ftrated again, but it was to no purpofe. 
The magiftrate was inexorable ; and 
after giYing the clerk a fevere repri- 
mipd for his officious interference, he 
Vfient himfelf to the bar, and adminifter- 
ed the oath to the delinquent, in the 
vinoft folemn manner. He then addref- 
fed him thus: 'Now, fir, I call upon 
V you to declare, upon the oath you have 
:' taken, if you are innocent, or guilty^ 
^ of the crime laid to your charge.* 

The unfortunate delinquent, who 

was a malfter, though he did not fcru- 

ple to defraud the excife by fome part 

of the procefs of his tra4e, was by no 

... Vol. I. F means 
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means cafy on the matter of peijar 
and being thus folemnly adjured, afiS 
fome flight evafion, confefled the hi 
The Doftor inunediately convlfted hii 
In the full penalty, and then left tl 
bench, with much exultation at his ov^ 
"wifdom and fagacity. 

His triumph, however, was of vei 
Ihort duration. For the boar j of e: 
cife, on hearing how the conviftion w 
'obtained, never proceeded to levy tl 
penalty. And the wife magiftrate wj 
obliged to p^y a confiderabfe fum < 
money to prevent an information again 
him, in the kind's bench. 



CHA 
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CHAt^. X- 



A CLERGYMAN OF A VERY DIFFERBNT 
SQRT,— OUR H£RO IS FORC£D 
TO DECAMP WITHOUT 
BEAT OF DRUM. 




XJL rfie way ftom^thc feat of juC* 
tice homewards, Le Noir was enter-^ 

toined by the fclf-applaufe of the ma^r 
giftrate, to which he had the politehe& 
to make no exception, as indeed he had 
no reafon, fince the lenity of not tempt- 
ing a fulpefted perfon to add perjury to 
his guilt, by making a protcftation of 
his innocence upon oath; a preliminary 

ftep 



^t t)ine with Mr. Newcomb : 

ftcp to his entering in his defence, fs 
folely confined to the oppreffivc laws <>i 
this miferable country. 

It happened that Dr. Port well was 
engaged to dine with another clergy- 
man of the town ; and he undertook t» 
introduce his foreign friend to his tablej 
which he Ijnew was- always open to 
thofe recommended by his acquaintance^ 
who had^the manners arid the charadler 
of gentlemen. 

Mr. NewcomK was xif a di/poiitJoti 
as oppofite as poflible to that of his 
brother divine. Candid, liberal, and 
hofpitable, he joined the freedom of the 
gentleman with the erudition of the 
fchgjar, and knew how to enliven the 
hour of conviviality, without deviating 
from the decency of his profeflion. 
Qualities, however, which were only^ 

the 
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jthe external ornaments of more folid 

' vgaeritsi and fervcd to embellifh the ra-^ 

^^inal chriftian, the fincere friend, the ^ 

! ' a^ftionate parent, and the truly bene- 

FoMt man. The delightful duties of 

a^^ tender hufband, fate had long (ince 

^prived him of the opportunity of ex- 

'\ efcifihg; but he added the love he owed 

^ Msdeceafed partner, to her furviving 

I ofi^spring, and particularly to an ami- 
able and lovely daughter, who repaid 

I I his paternal care iii her education, by a 
^ c^Uy of every female accomplifhsnent, 
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the exerciie of the moft* exemplary^.^ 
filial piety* 

In one iddance only did he refembte 
£)«. Port well ; a ftedfaft attachinent to 
his principles^ In diofe principles, 
however^ there was tMs trifling differ- 
ence, that the one was induced to do 
only that which he knew to be right, 
- ' E 2^ the. 
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the other, what he eftcemed to be coh^ 
venient. ' ^|i.. 

Independent in his circumftances, i0C 
ftill more in his opinion, Mr. TsFew- 
comb felt no inclination to court perfofts 
in power. . But though a warm love of 
political liberty led him generally to takfe 
the part of opposition, he never could 
be induced to think, that the being in 
oppofition was itfelf a ftamp of merits if 
it did not proceed from pure motives; . 
He did not receive every di%ufted 
courtier who joined his friends as a pa- . 
triot ; neither did h^ deem his friends 
longer patriots. When, getting them- 
felvee. ipoffeffion of power, they follow- 
ed the feme meafures they had con- 
demned in their predeceflbrs. In this 
laft predicament Dr. Portwell flood; 
and though by fuch a conduft he had 
forfeited the place ' he once held ia 

hiai 
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' iiis good opinion, Mr. Newcomb had 
^jfen enough of political vcrfatility to 
w the circle of his acquaintance 
Id he very narrow indeed, if he 
^1@^Bllirew the common intercourfes of 
qvility and hofpitality from all thofe 
'^ho had been uj;ifteady in their politi-- 
^ copnedbions. 

- . Le Noir was received with kindnefs \ 
^n4 attention *, and as the company con* 
\ .fifted of perfons of politenefs and infor- 
iieation, the converfation was lively and 
mterefting, in which, from his know- 
ledge of mankind, and the pliancy of 
his manners, he was enabled to bear 
no inconfider^ble part, > 

After the ladies were retired, a knock, 
at the door announced fome vifitors>. 
.who were fhewn into the drawing- 
j:QOm# Thefe, as Mr. Newcomb in- 
formed 
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Sfi Le Niit decamps : 

formed his company were a French 
nobleman, the Count Dc Tournelles, 
and his daughter, who had been com<> 
pcUed to feek refuge in this ^hofpitable 
country, from the more than favage> 
perfccution of their own. 

At the name of De Toumelles, Ijr 
Noir changed colour; butinftantly re- 
covering himfelf, he left the room, took; 
his hat that hung in the hall, and quit^* 
ted the houfe immediately; and going 
to Dr. Portwcirs, to get his final! col- 
leftion* of moveables, he departed from, 
the city of Winchefter, and took the 
Alrcsford road, towards the xnetropolis^ 
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,<^i 



^6RY 6F count DE TOyRNELLES AN© 
' , THE FAIR ADELAIDE. ,u. 



JL HE whole company were aflembled 
in die drawing-room before Le Noir 
began to be miffed, his abfence at firft 

being Aought' merely accidental. His 
long ftay at laft creating fome furprife, 

Mr., Newcomb ordered a fervant to go 

to Dr. Port well's, and inquire if he wa» 

there. 

On hearing his name, both thRpBant 
and his daughter expreffed grelit j^- 
niihment, which, on receiving what in- 
formation 
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Le Noina Villmnv 
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formation Dr. Portwell could give of 
him, was foon heightenfd Into indigna^ 
ti'on, and the Count exclaimed witli 
fome warinthi * You have entertained: 
'• one^f the greateft villaint upon earth.''' 

The Dd(ftor felt afhamed at havings 
introduced fuch a perfon, but he apo- 
tegized for it, by affuring the company^ 
that he had a very rcfpe<5lable recom- 
mendation from Paris. The Coaqt. 
was too well acquainted with the plaufi*- 
bility and diffimulation of LeNoir to be 
much furprifed. at. this ;. but hisfurprifc: 
would have been ftill lefs, had he known 
the defcription of perfons from whont 
the recommendation came,. 

Tj^,Vfliole party were curious to be 
infpi^ildofthecircumftancesthat feem- 
cd to afFqdt the Count and his lovely 
daughter fo much when they heard his 

name^j 
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#tme, and Mr. Newcomb rcquefted thi 
fevour of being made acquainted witii 
1fl€lm, if they had no particular ^ cb- 
jcftion. ■ < 






To which the Count with a iigh, re- 
"^lied, -' The (hare that villain has had 
"• in the misfortunes I have fuffered, 

* makes, I own, a deep impreffion on 
"^ niy mind, and recalls fcenes I wifh, 
^ but in vs^,jo forget. Yet after wit- 

* nefling the devaftation of every thing 
^ dear^ to me," the death of my fove- 
^ reign, the ruin of my friends and my 
^ country ; my own fufFerings feem loft 

* in the comparifon, and I will fum^ 

* mon up refolution to fatisfy your cu- 

* riofity. 

* In the years of my pfofperity^ 1 

* was lord and chief proprietor of a vil- 

* lagCj in the province of Champaigne. 
^ U loft 
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* I loft my wife early, and was left with 

* only one daughter, whom you ^ow 
' fee. V I had been too happy in my 
' ,firft nup^is tOvfeek another partner. 
** (Here he wif>OTa tear from his eye.) 

* I refoFved to devote my time to the 
■^ education^ of my child, and of another 

* charge that had devolved to me. The 
' Chevalier Florenville, a younger brsuich 

* of my family, the friend of my youth,- 

* and my brother in arm^^ felling in the 

* fcrvice of my country, bequeathed his 

* infant fon to my care with his dying 
^ breath. He was a few years older than 

* my Adelaide, and I flattered myfctf 

* with the pleafing idea of one day unit- 
' ing them in marriage, and .that the 

* daughter I fo tenderly loved, would 

* inherit my patrimony, with one whom 

* I efteeniedas dearly as a fon,. and who 

* was indeed my heir. This profpecft 

* was more pleafing to me, than fceking 

*a fon 
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^aiba by a fea>nd marriage, on whom 
Imy beloved child muft have been de- 
*, pendent, and whom, however much 

* he might be the objeft 4»f my regard 
*when in exiftencc, could in expe<5la- 
' tion only, be more flattering to my 
^ vanity, than my afFedion. 

; ' Perhaps I may be thought Angular 

* in my opinion.— But to proceed. I 

* knew t(^ well the uncertainty of hu- 
Vman af&irs, to fet my heart on any 

* ichemc, the event of which muft be 
*fodiftant, and fo precarious. There 
' were a thoufand accidents that might 
'crofemy purpofe, among which, thfe 
' inclinations of the young people were 
*jione of the moft impoflible. If. I 
' found thofe in the leaft averfe, I was 

* determined to relinquifli my planj as 

* the too common pnuftice ofendeavour- 
^ .' ing tofecace the welfare of oiir chil- 
. . Vol. I. ' G ' dren, 
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^ dren, by making them miferable m the 

* deareft concern of life, and trying to 

* procure the outward form of profpe- 
' rity, by poifoning that fource of all 
' real profperity, domeftic happinefs, 
^ has always appeared to .me in the 
' higheft degree both foolifti and cri- 

* minal. The diflFerence of their age 
'/feemed to me likely to weapon this 

* obftacle ; which, though exadlly^what 
^ was to be wifhed in a nuptial cqn- 

* neftion, might at the prefent early 
*vera of their lives, prevent that free 
^ and unconftrained intercourie which 
^ fhould be the bafis of future attsuA- 

* meiit, ' 

« 

. * I had the pleafure, however, of 
^ feeing my plan iucceed bqrpnd my 
^ moft fanguine expeditions, and every 
' fymptom appeared of tender ,and 
*igrowingafFedionbetweenmy daughto: 

^ and 
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**and adopted fon. (Here abluffifuf- 
^ fiifed the lovely cheek of Adelaide.) 

* He was now of the age of fifteen, 
' and Adelaide twelve, when my regi- 
^ ment was ordered to America, juft 

* before the end of the war. 

* I was very happy in this opportu- 

* nity of initiating my young charge in 
^ the profefHon of arms, and accord- 
^ i'^ly I procured him a commiflion in 
'my own regiment, and intrufting my 
' dear Adelaide to iht care of a female 

* relation, on whofe anxious attention, 
^ both to her health and her education, 

* I knew I could depend, I embarked 

* with my young foldier for the (hort^s 
'^of America. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 



THE STORY CONTINUED. 

^ X HE wretch who has been the ob- 

* je6l of your inquiries, was the fon of 
*^apeafant in my village, and having 
^ given early fymptoms of a difhoneft 

* propenfity, though of good and lively 
^ parts, his parents thought the difci- 
^ ph'ne of a military life might be a fa- 
^ lutary reftraint on him, or at lead 

* that a change of fcene would remove 

* him from the bad connexions he had 

* formed, and probably time might 
' then correft his evil habits. Accord- 

* ingly at their requeft 1 received him 

* into my regiment as a drummer, and 

* pro- 
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* promifed to take him particularly un-^ 
^ der my prote<5Uon, aiid keep a vigilant 

"^ * eye upon his conduft, 

* It is needlefs to enter into the de- 

* tail of a war, the cvent'of which is Co 

* well known ; though it is impoffible 
^ to avoid making a remark on the 

* ftrong proof that event gave of the 

* fallacy of conjefture on the future if- 
*iueof human affairs., . The terminal 

* tion of the war appeared in the eyes 
' of all Europe moft glorious to us^ 

* moft humiliating to Great-Britain j 

* and every nation augured an eleva- 
' tion of our national proiperity, and a 
' dep-effion of yours, as the inevitable 
^ coi^fequence. But how different ha^ 
'the confequonce really been? — The 

* lofs of your colonies does not Teem to 
^ have had the fmalleft cfieft on your 
** conunerte or your power, while we 

•^ G 2. * ^lo'ig; 
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* along with our laurels, brought back 

* the feeds of thofe principles which 
' have overfpread our country with 

* calamity and ruin. 

* But to return. During the fmall 

* part of the campaign that pafled after 

* our arrival in America, my regiment 

* had its full fhare of fervice-, here Lc 
' Noir had no opportunity of fhewing 
' his difpofition. But a& foon as hof- 

* till ties ccafcd in confequence of thi 
' capture of the Britilh army at York 
'Town, Ihadfufficient reafon to be 
^ diflktisfied with his behaviour-, and as 
' I knew the honefty of his parents, 
•and had a regard for them, I expoftu- 

* lated feverely with him on his acSdonsr, 

* which indeed, had I not favoured 

* him for the reafon I have n^entidned, 
^ called for exemplary punifhment. But 
5 all the effeft my rcmonftrance pro- 

* duced 
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* duced was his immediate defer tion^ 

* and not being able to recover hirii by 
'^any application or inquiry I could 
' make, I gave him up> and never ex- 

* pedied to hear any more of him -, but 

< in this I was unfortunately miftaken* 

1 Thfi^ war being over, I obtained 

* leave to return to France, being anxioui^ 

* to fee my daughter, and again fuper- 
' intend her education. My regiment 

* was ordered to St. Domingo, whither 

* the Chevalier Florenvilk went with ir. 

* Nothing extraordinary occurred foir 

* feveral years ^ and' I pafled my time 
' m the pkafing contemplation of my 
^daughter's growing accompliftmients, 

- and the flattering hopes of her hap- 

< pinefg which I formed from the afFec- 

* tionate and conftant correfpondence of 
^ my adopted fon, till the anxioufly ex- 

- 'peded 
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* peded moment amvcd^ that brought 

* my regiment home. 

* I had the incxpreffible delight to 

* fee evefy hope I had enter tainted fuUy 
^ accomplifhed in the perfon and man^ 

* ners of my young chaise, and that an 

* afFeftion of the tendereft kind had 

* reciprocally taken place between him 

* and my daughter. 

^ But alas ! this bright profpeft was 
^ foon overcaft. Juft as I was thinking 
' to make preparation for their nup- 

* tials, the fatal ftorm arofe^ which has 
' fpread defolation over my country; 

* and deluged her fields with blood; 

* There is no man, who has a fpirit 

* of independence, but muft revere 

* thofe, who nobly ftood forth to reftorc 

* their country to the exercife of thofe 

* rights, which it pofleffcd in common 

* with 



Vwith all thofe governments j that the 

* freedom, of the North had raifcd on 
*the Roman Empire; but which all, 
f except England, had loft by the folly 
Vand corruption of theirnobility, proud 
' of being, at the fame time, the tyrants 
^of the people, and the flaves of the 
1 crown, a|id thence rendering them- 

* felves incapable of doing any real fcr-i 

* vice to either. By returning to tkt 

* original principles of our conftitution; 
' we fhould have found materials to 
^ form, and foundations tobe^r, a fabric 

* as bcauftful j und as^ permanent as your 
'own. But my countrymen were fo 

>inuch accuftomed to lead others in 
' fafluons of all kinds, that whether 
' in. the (hape of a coat, or the arrange- 

* ment of a republic, they muft give 
S the ton to every body; and our re- 
^j forming philofophers, inftcadof con- 

* fidcring what was r6afonable and prac- 

* ticablej 
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* ticable, adopted fanciful atid vifionary 
^ improvements of their own. 

* My regiment was one of thofe 

* which were feduced by the offers of 

* the national aflembly, and the cheva- 
•- Her, after being in great danger from 
*^*the fpirited attempts to refift the tor- 

* rent, and keep part of the foldiers 
^ firm to their allegiance, was obliged 

* to fly, and conceal himfclf With me. 

* Such concealment, however, was of 
*• very ihort duration^. We loon began 

* to be hunted by the jacobin blood- 

* hounds, and were obliged to quit my 
^ chateau, and conceal ourfel\^es in an 
' obfcuce cottage.^ 

* It would fhock your feelings too 

* much as well as awaken my own, if 

* I were to relate the dreadful fcencs of 

* cruelty 
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^ cruelty and depredation we witnefled 
^ in this precarious retreat. 



-Qgistalia ^do 



Tcmperet a lachrymis? 



-^ -Who could with-hold a tear at:fuch a talc? 
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7 1 Monot&ny of thi Frenth Language 



CHAP. XIII. 



A SLIGHT INTERRUPTION. 



A 



S the Count gave the French pro- 
nunciation to the Latin lines, and fpoke 
them with that monotony which is pe- 
culiar to the French language, but which 
the French carry with them into all 
other languages, and which diftinguifhes 
what is ufually called (like lucus a non 
lucendo) the French accent — he did 
not mark the long fyllables as we do, 
by laying a greater emphafis on them > 
but pronounced lachrymis as if it had 
been written in Englifh characters La- 
chriemees. 

This 



Very offcffive to Dr. PortwelL 7 % 

This ofFended the faftidious ears of 
the claflical Dr. Portwell, who refolving 
to fhew his erudition, though fomething 
at the expcnce of his politencfs, faid 
immediately to the Count, ' Sir, y^ou 
' have fpoken thefe words very incor- 

* redly, but you French never regard 

* the quantity of fyllables.' 

. This ftran^ and i)l-turned difplay 
of learning aftonifhed the whole com-- 
pany, efpecially the ladies, and fuch of 
the gentlemen as happened to have for- 
gotten their Latin, But one of the party 
who was glad of an opportunity of 
mortifying the Dodor for his ill-bred 
interruption, undertook to 'explain this 
difficulty to the ladies* 

He informed them that a negleft of 
quantity was exa^^Iy equivalent with 
fuch a faulty arrangement in the fyllables 
wVol. I. H of 
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pf a verfe as deprived it of that quality, 
and made it profe, and generally very 
harfli profe : and he added, there was 
now a poem, if it could be fo calledj 
lying in the window, from which he 
' fhould be able fully to illuftrate the fob- 
jeft, as the author, either from the exu- 
berance of his fency, or the fublimity 
of his conceptions, had not been able 
to reftrain his mufc by the common 
rules of Englifti verfification. 

He now took up the book he alluded 
to^ which happened to be the fame- 
that Dt. Portwell had read to Le Noir, 
and which was generally known to be 
his own compofition, though he had 
not put his name to it -, and began with 
his examples, thus, in thefc lines for 
inftance: 

^ Might late h^vt fallen; but th€ good and great 
* Stept in betwixt.'— 

*Thertf 
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^ There is no veftige of a verfe, except 

* the laft fy liable of fallen is brought 
forward in a way that it never ought to 
be, either in verfe or profe, reading or 
converfation. But here is another line, 
faulty from an oppofite caufe. 

* Without the leaders prim'ry fcnfc o^heart/ 

' Here a fyllable is left out, which 

* never was • left Out in the common 

* pronunciation of the word, and with- 
' out which, it is very difficult to pro- 

* nounce the word at alh 

* This verfe, I fhould have faid line, - 

* near the end is the very acme of abfurd 
^ arrangement, in which two languages 

* are forced into union to produce an 
■* inftance of the author's total want of 
' an ear for verfification. 

* Effe et videre, are I own the fame. 

S ^- . " 'But 
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* But here is a verfe fo completely 

• ridiculous from another caufe, that I 

• cannot pafs it. Speaking of the dif- 
' tinftion providence has made (I will 
' not on fuch an occafion ufe a more fa- 

• credname as the au<thor has) between 

* a man and a woman, he fays it has 

Arm'd this with reafouy cover'd that witb^iv. 

* According to this curious line> a 

* man is not diftinguifhed properly from 
' a worm, till' he is flead alive. 

* But I am weary of calling my eye 

* over fo execrable a performance, where 

• even the moft tranfient glance muft 
' difcover the moft glaring inftances of 

* every kind of abfurdity that ever dif- 
' graced the vileft production of Grub- 
' ftreet, which nothing but the grofleft 
' folly could Jiave written, nothing but 
' the moft ignorant and impudent felf- 

' conceit 
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* conceit could have publiftied. But 
' even thefe faults are venial, compared 

* with others which abound in this ma- 

* levolent, as well as ridiculous work : 

* and if I was not moved to laughter by 
' its complete abfurdity, I fhould be 
^ moved to indignation by the indifcri- 

* minate fatire, the fervile, bafe, fawn- 

* ing adulation, and the fcandalous de- 

* riliftion of principle, that occur in 

* every line r who, recollefting the 
-' former piarty connexions of the au- 

* thor, let his own party principles be 

* what they may, can read, without ^^ :J&, 

* guft, his reflexions on the Duke of 
c g>««^ ^^^ j^jg contemptible attack on 

'another diftinguiflied charaXer, to 
' whom his mofl: violent enemies (and 

* I am not one of his friends) never 

* imputed folly or depravity, in thefa 

* lines: 

"~ • • ■ 

Ha; * Event 
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' Even * * * himfelf mifguided, now is knowa 
' By minds more weak, and wicked than his 
own.' 

He then threw his book down ^th 
difguft. 

n 

Dr. Portwell did not betray many 
fymptoms of (atisfaftion in his counte- 
nance during the critique onf the poem. 
But whatever his private rcfledions 
might have been, they were interrupted 
by the return of the fcrvant, who had 
been fent io inquire after Le Noir, and 
who brought the intelligence of his 
having called at Dr. Portwell*s for his 
moveables, and leaving the houfe im-*- 
mediately afterwards. 

After the charafter we had heard of 
his gueft, this intelligence was by no 
means agreeable to the Dodor, as he 
alfo had fome valuable moveables of 

no 



Portwell leaves the Company, yg 

no heavy carriage, which he might pof- 
fibly have packed up with his own. 
He immediately therefore left the com,- 
pany, and went home to inquire after 
the fafety of his property, not much tq 
the regret of any of the party, and i^ 
Count refumed his narrative, as wi 
be found in the next chapter. 
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CHAP. XIV, 



THE STORY OF THE COUNT D£ TOUR- 
NELLES RESUMED. 



• Wi 



E had not been long in our place 

* of concealment, before we were fur- 
' prifed by a vifit from Le Noir. On 

* my exprefling my wonder at feeing 
' him, and efpecially at his appearance 

* of being invefted with authority, he 

* told me he had returned from Ame- 

* rica on the commencement of the re- 

* volution ; that he was in the confi- 

* dence of the prevailing party -, and 

* that he had fpared no pains to find me 
^ out, with an intent to render me every 

* fervice 
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*fervice in his power, and condu<5l: 

* me and my family to a place of fafe- 

* ty. He faid all this with fuch an air 
' of opennefs and regard, that I did 

* not doubt his finccrity, and I had a 

* real pleafure in the imagination, that 

* time and experience had cured him' 
' of thofe errors which I now rather 
' imputed to the giddinefs of youth, 
' than any radical fault in his natural dif- 

* pofition. I communicated to him, 
' therefore, without rcferve, my inten- 

* tion, if poffible, to reach Toulon, 
' which I was informed had juft opened 

* its port to the Englifh and Spanifh 

* fleets, and had declared fpr the king. 

* He aflured me of the affiftance of all 
' his intereft and exertions to forward 
' my defign, and promifed to procure 
^ horfcs, arms, difguifes, and all o»ther 

* neceflaries for our flight, aiid to ac- 

' company 



82 The Narrative continued. 

* cgmpany us himfelf as a protedion> 

* through the country. 

* Having full confidence of his fince- 

* rity, I gave him information where I 

* had concealed what money I had col- 
' lecSed, as well as my plate and jewels, 

* amounting in the whole to very confi- 
' derable valqe, defiring him only to 
' bring fo much money as would be ne- 
' ceflary for our immediate ufe, and to 
' take care of the reft till he could have 

* an opportunity of conveying it to me 

* when I fhould have reached fome place 
' of fafety. 

' All this he faithfully promlfed, and 
' to appearance pundually performed. 
' He came to us in the night with horfes, 
' arms and guides: he delivered to me. 
' a fum of money fufficient for the ex- 
' pences of our journey, and gave me 

' an 
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* an account of what remained, as well 

* as of the place into which he had re- 

* moved it for greater fccurity. 



' We fet off immediately on our ex- 
pedition. The night was fine, and we 
had our fpirits enlivened by a faint ray 
of hope, as we were emerging from a 
fituation compared with which hardly 
any change could be to our difadvant- 
age. And we had the profped: before 
us of joining in the united efforts of 
our former enemies and allies, to re- 
ftore our ruined countrv. Le Noir 
attended us, and fhewed every pofTible 
mark of fidelity. I was completely 
confirmed in my good opinion of him, 
and received the warmefl fatisfadlion 
in his afTurances, that as foon as he 
had fecured the property I had left to 
his charge, he would quit the party 
with which he was embarked, and join 
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* us in our endeavours to effed the ic- 

* iloration of monarchy. 

* And here permit me to fay a word 

* on the political principles of myfelf, 

* and I truft of mod of my noble friends 

* on this fubjeft. Anxious as I am for 

* the reftoration of kingly authority, I 

* am as far from wiftiing a renewal of 

* the defpotifm and corruption of our 
' old government, as in oppofing that 

* government, I was fat from fuppof- 
' ing it would be the caufe of the anar- 

* chy and horror in which France is 

* now involved. 

* I beg pardon for this digreflipn. 

* After travelling feveral miles, our road' 

* led through a thick foreft. The fo- 

* lemn gloom of the fcene had a tendency 

* to damp our fpirits, and a cloud be- 

* gan to intercept the rays of the moon. 

' At 
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^ At this inftant we heard the trampling " 

* of horfes, and by a faint light that fell 
'on a glade in the wood, which now 

* opened bef&re us, we faw the glitter- 

* ing of arms, and peix:ei vcd they were 
^approaching us. 

' Le Noir bade us be confident, and 

* advanced towards them. After ftay- 

* ing a few moments, he returned in 

^ apparent confiiifidn. He told us he . 
' had been unable to fatisfy thefe per- 
^ fons (who were detached in queft of 

* the fugitive royalifts,) of our revolu- 

* tionary principles, and that they were 

* refoJved to examine us themfelves ; 

* and he advifed us immediately to dif- 

* perfe and fly, as the only poffible chance 
*ofefcaping. 

* To fly we readily conferited, but 

* to difperfe was impoffible; as I could 

Vol. I. I ^ vvot 
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* not leave my daughter, neither woula 
'the chevalier quit either of his. While 
' we were hefitating, Le Noir caught 

' at the bridle of Adelaide's horfe, ami , 
' on trying to lead her towards the 

* troop, fhe gave a violent ihriek. The 

* chevalier rufhed to her affiftance, and 

* fired on fome of the banditti, wlio 

* were advancing. Almoft at the fame 

* inftant I fell to the ground, ftunned by 

* a blow I received from fome one he- 

* hind me. 

* It was fome time before I recover- 

* ed my fenfes, and when I did, I found 
^ myfclf alone on the ground. On re- 

* coUefting the circumftant^, I con- 

* eluded that the chevalier was killed, 

* that I owed my life only to its being 
' fuppofed that I had fhared the fame 

* fate, and that my daughter, if alive, 
^ W^ liable to the mpft dreadful infults. 
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; * On this refledion, my agonies were 
^ beyond defer iption -, I raved, I tore my 

* hair, I wept.— I curfed the cruel 
' chance that had preferved my life from 
' the wreck of all that was dear to me : 

* and getting up in a frenzy of defpair, 

* I was determined to feek the fate 1 

* had avoided, and deliver myfelf inta 
^ the hands of my blood-thirfty perfc-- 
^ cutors^ 

•While r was in this refolutlon, I 
*' heard the found of a deep groan from- 

* the corner of a thicket clofe to me. I 
•'immediately advanced to the place, and 
^ by the beams of the moon, which now 

"**ihpne clearly out, I difcovered a mife- 

*:Kible wretch bleeding on the ground^ 

^l and in the greateft agonies of pain. I 

* was prompted by humanity to try ta 
*j|Lflij[l him, and on my approaching, he 
*^;called me by my name. I now per- 

* ceived 
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* ceived he was an inhabitant of my vit- 

* lage, and on my inquiring how he 

* came in that fituation, heanfwered with 
' a groan, that it was a juft reward for 

* his villany and ingratitude in affifting 
^ the treachery of Le Noir ; which* 
' however he hoped to have life enough 
^ fo far to reveal to me, as to prevent 
^ the perpetration of the crimes he had 
^ contrived. 

* He then informed me ^hat Le Noir 
*' had only made a fhew of regard to mc 
'for the purpofe of difcovering where 

* I had concealed my property. That 
' he had betrayed us into the hands of 
'the party we had encountered, and 
' that he had the moft infamous defigns 
' on my daughter. Here my impatience 

* admitted no further delay, my' indig- 
^ nation was roufed to madnefs. - I beg- 
' ged him in the moft prefling terms ia 

' inform 
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^inform me whither he thought Ade* 

* laide was conveyed, being refolved to 

* attempt her refcue, whatever might be 

* the confequence to myfelL 

9 

r * While I was {peaking, I was alarmed 
,^ again by a fudden cry juft behind me, 

* which was followed by the report of 

* fire arma^ and immediately; throe 

* horfemen came out of the wood^ pui^ 

* fued by a rabble .on foot, whom the 

* diffidulty of riding through the tangled 
*; paths of the wood, had enabled to gain 

* ground on the fugitives* . Arrived 

* however on the open glade, the horfe- 

* men would foon have left their pur- 
*,fiiers,ata diftance, Jiad not one of the 
\ hotfes dropped from a^^ wound he had 

* received^ throwing his rider on the 
^ ground i on which his companions, 
*:|i^^lcfs of their own fafety, turned 
l^i^^tfi^r puffucrs, refolving to ftiape 
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'the fete of their unfortunate compa- 
* nion. ^ 



* I foon perceived the gentlemen could 
have no profpeft of refitting with ef* 
fe<ft their numerous enemies. Alone,^ 
I could afford diem ho afiiftance. But 
a thought ftruck me at the inflant, bjr 
which I might poffibly extricate both 
them and myfclf. I drew my fword, 
and rufbed haftity forward, fhouting 
Vive k Rot ! and calling to fome ima- 
ginary companions to follow me and 
attack the rebels. 



* My ftratagem fucceeded. The rout 

* difperfcd ; and I found the fugitives 
' were fome erf" the nobkjfe of the country,, 

* who were hunted by the mercilefs mob 

* o( equality. I difcovered' to tfiem my 

* fituation, and the dreadful circum- 
« ftances in which Adelaide wasinvolved^ 

' and 
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* md they generoufly refolved ta affift 

* me in recovering my daughter, or to 

* periih in the attempt. 

* For what happened to my Adelaide 
/in the interval, I muft refer you to her 
' /Own account, which I am fure (he wilE 

* readily give yoiu 



* , 
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CHAP, xv; 



FVRTHBR CONTINUATION OE THE. 
, STORY* 



* . 




.ERE the Count iloppedi ; aod iditt 
feir Adelaide with a blufti of diflidence, , 
continued the narrative. . 

* The furprize of the attack was fo ^ 

* great, that I h^dly knew what paflcd. , 

* But Le Noir conjured me to be iilrajty . 

* as by that aloM we could have any 
^ hope of efcaping fromthofe who were 

^ approaching^ and with whom he was ". 

* under the neceflity of appearing oit^. 

* friendly terms. I was uncertain hawr 
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'toa(Sl^ or what ta think, as I was 

* miferable at the unoertainty of what 
^rttight have happened to my father 
' and the chevalier, whom I no longer 

I * few with us. But the dread of the 

* horrid company into whofe hands I 

* was f^len, and the hope (faint I con- 

* fefif)^ ' that Le Noir was ffill faithful, 

* determinai me to follow hfs advice, 

' and proceea in filence. As we wcnfc 

f €)n, i»y ears were fhocked, and my 

yf^Mff^ arouf^d almoft to defperation, bj^ 

JpSie horrid, ' and exulting recital of 
/^'-atro^jittes of every kind. We conti-^ 
^tiiied our route through the gloomy 
^and intricate paths of the foreft, for 
'^mdrt than an hour, wh^ I perceived 
*^» gfimm^-ing light through the trees. 
^*Le Noir, w^o was very near me,, 
^ whifpered to, me that this was the only 

* chance we had of efcaping, and de^ 

* fired me to feign myfelf very much fa- 

* * tiguecfe 
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^ tigucd, and unable to proceed ; whiqft* 

* indeed was not very i^ from tha 

* truth. I refolved to comply with.the: 

* requeft, as I could not poffibty be. ia ! 

* worfe hands than I was ;. and Le Noif * ^ 

* prevailed on our condudors to let. me 

* flop and reft myfelf at the hpufe 
^ from whence the light- came, .^and faid 
'that he. would ftay and prote<Sl rae: 
^ this alfo: after fome debate they agreed 

* to, but not without infifting that twt> 

* of their party fliould remain with usj 

* a circumftance on the whole, that ra-^ 
*- ther alleviated than added to my tcr* 
*ror, as.it prevented my being left 
'alone with Le Koir, and at the famo 

* time ihewed that Jie was npt Iath& 
' cpq^deace of the party he had rc^U. 

'As wc'approached the place from 
.'-whence the light came, , we found it 
**had the ^appearance of a ruined abbey. 

' Qui. 
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"•'©or prc^refs towards it was flopped 
•^by a moat which^forrounded the build- 
*itag.- Gheof the men difmounted to 
^txplorethe way, and in a few^ minutes 
^i^Bedto lis to-foBow him, which we 
♦did, and foon came 16 a narrow bridge 
*'that led to a gate in an old tower half 
^covered with ivy, whofe fhining leaves" 

* refle<5ted the rays of the moon -, and 

* frbm a cafement over the gate, we 
•percfeived the light which had con- 
'* duAed us. Entrance was demanded 

**with a voice of authority, on which 
*^the light difappeared, and imnjedi- 
^ ately afterwards we heard a key turn- 
'iljg in the lock of the door, which 
•opened with a harfti found, and a wo- 
* man appeared at it with a torch in her 
^ hand. 

* Of all the figures I ever beheld in 
^ a female form, that which now pre- 
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^ fented itfelf, feemed the moft liorrible^ 
^ fhe would have been a perfed: luodel 
^ for a fury. She looked at me with a 
■* favage fmile that feemed to denote 
^^ a joy at having a wretched vidHm in 

* her power. She was going to addre& 

* me^ but flopped fuddenly, fronqi a %* ' 
^ naliy as I ruppofed9\giveii by tbofe^be- 
•* hind me, 

< At the certainty tTiis gave me that 
^ the hideous woman was in league with 
^ my other condudtprs at legft, if not 
^ with l-e Noir himfelfi which I now 
^ hardly doubted, my heart almoft died 
^ within me, and I was finking to the 

* earth, when the female fiend caught 
' me by the arm, and in a moft dilguft- 

* ing tone of voice, attempted to con- 

* fole me. Le Noir told her I was dy- 
^* ing with fatigue, when fhe led me 

* into a dreary room, with hardly any 

« 

* thing 
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^duttg in it but bare walls, and a few 
*■ worm-eaten chairs ; and defiring me to 

* repofe hiyfelf, fakl flie would go and 

* bring me fome refreftiment immedi- 

* attly. 

•" My only wifli being to get out of 
•* the fight of my prefent company, I 
' refufed taking any thing either to eat 
^ or drink, but defired only to be left 
'* to myfelf. This, after fbme difficulty, 
^ was at laft granted me, and I was left 

* alone in the room with a candle. 

' * When the door was clofed on me^ 
** I arofe to take a furvey of the 
*^*itriferable apartment in which I was 

* immured. Ail was gloomy and un- 
*' comfortable around me, and the 
' dreary found of the wind hQwling 

,. * through' the crevices of thisjafel the 
^ . "■ * neighbouring rooms, chilled/ tat lo 
*' i Vol. I. K *with 
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* with horror, that I hardly forbore fo- 

* liciting the aid of thofe whofe company 
' I had juft been fo anxious to avoid; 

* Undetermined how to adl, I took the 

* candle to explore the outward room, 
^ into which that where I was opened. 

* I was no fooner without the door tten 

* my ear was ftruck by voices in loud 
^ and eager converfation, which Teemed 

* to come from the oppofite fide of the 
^ anti -chamber in which I then was- 

* My curiofity was ftrongly excited 
' by this. It poflSbly might lead me to 

* a knowledge of the real defigns of 
' thofe in whofe power I was. I therc- 

* fore took back my candle, and tread- 
' ing foftly in the dark, fought out the 

* door from which the voices came, 

* which I eafily found from the light 

* fliining through a krge crack in it. 

* I ftood 
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5' I flood in dumb attention, Hftcning 

* to their converfation, which foon in-^ 
*• formed me of all the horrors that fur- 
•roanded me. Le Noir was giving z 
^detail of the whole tranfadion to the 

* woman, with the fame account of his* 
^-fttachery, and his villainous defigns" 
^on me that have already been told you,^ 
•'and he concluded the dreadful tale, by^ 
*'aifertingi» that my fath^* and the clie- 

^ valier had fallen in the confli<5t. 

^ * At this dreadful recital, my fenfcs 
^ forfook me, and I dropped motionlcfs 

* on the floor. The noife I made in 
'falling brought the wretches to my 
^ affiftance, and I was at laft awaked 
'from a ftate of peaceful infenfibility 
*^toa ftate of fenfation, and I only re- 
' vived to know I was miferable.^ I 
' filled the echoing manfion with my 

/ihrieks. ^They tried to confole mc, 
- ^ ' but 
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' but in vain, and from intreaties, pro- 

* xeeded to threats. At this dreadful •' 

* moment, I heard a violent noife with- 

* out. — The gate was burft open. — My 

* oppreflbrs ruihed out, and I was left 

* in folitude and darknefs. I heard the 

* clafhing of fwords, and fcveral dif- 

* charges of fire arms, when after fome 

* minutes of anxious uncertainty too 

* terrible for imagination, I had the in- 

* expreffible pleafure of finding myfclf 

* iq^tlje^rms^ of my father and the che- 

* valicr/ 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XVI. 



STORY CONTINUED. 

JlXERE Adelaide flopped, and the 
Count again proceeded with the ftory. 

' My ^fhouts, and the uncommon 
'words Vive le Roi which accompa- 
/^nied theni, brought fome more horfe- 
' men to our afliftance, whom I found 
'to be others of the fcattered royalifts, 
* who were in the fame ftate of perfecu- 
' tion with thofe who were now with 
'' me, and who had rallied as to a point of 
'refiftancc at the heart- cheering founds . 
*'thcy had heard. 

K2: ' r was 
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* I was happy to find myfelf iur- 
rounded by many of my friends, with 
whom I had fhared the dangers of 
war, the amufements of the metro- 
polis, and the calmer pleafures of ru- 
ral fociety. But how that happinefs 
was heightened, when I found the 
chevalier Florenville among them, can 
only be conceived by thofe who have 
found a beloved friend reftored to them 
whom they thought loft for ever, and 
that in the moment that the lofs was 
moft feverely felt, from its having fo 
recently happened, that none of its 
impreffions could have been at all ef- 
faced by time, or the intervention of - 
other events, which muft at leaft alle- 
viate, or divert the fevereft ftrok^s o£' 
;TiIsfortune. 



' My firft inquiry was for my daugh- 
* ter ; but here I received no fatisfac- 

' tion. 



ff 
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> tion. He had been like me iinhorfed 
' in the ftruggle, and like me had bcea 

* in the utmoft anxiety for. the fate of 

* Adelaide, and was wandering in the 

* foreft without any other guide than 
' his defpair, when he heard my voice. . 
^ He certainly wanted no perfuafion to 
^ join the entcrprife. in which we were 
'embarked, nor were any of the reft 
^^ backward in the caufe; and we imme- 

' diately all fet forward, taking the 

* wounded man with us as a guide, and 

* makingv his life the aflurance of his 
' fidelity. . 

' The difficulty of conveying our 

* hoftage retarded our progrefs, but af- 

* ter many perplexities and much em- 
' barraffment, we at length arrived at 

* theplaceof my daughter's confinement. 

* We immediately forced the gate, 
^ which indeed, from its rotten ftate, op- 
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^ pofed no very formidable barrier to \i% 
'and after a very feeble refiftance frora 
' thofe within, who on feeing our fuperior 

* ftrcngth foon gave up the conteft, we 
'delivered Adelaide from her dreadful 

* fituation as fhe has related to you. . 

'We were convinced that our triumph 
' could be but of ftiort duration, for as 
' foon as the country could be alarmed^ 
'we muft be overpowered by fuperior 
' numbers j and the day now began to 
' break. We refolved therefore imnjer 
' diately to quit the fpot, leaving^ our 
'wounded guide to the tender care of. 
'the amiable, hoftefs of the place^. 

. ' As our band was too weak to leave 
' us any thing to hope from refiftance, 
' we thpught it beft to divide, and V 

* proceeded only accompanied by thi^ 
'chevalier and my daughter, 

'What: 
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5 ^ What fate awaited the reft^ I have 
' never learned. We fuiFered incredible 
' hardfliips, which I wonder my Ade- 
^kide was able to fuftain. At length, 

* after being expofed to the moft im- 

* minent dangers, we arrived at Toulon, 
' and felt ourfelves happy, u^der the 
'proteftion of our generous aHies^ who 
' were then in pofleflion of it. 

* We now entertained the moft fan- 
*^ine hopes of a prosperous rfeverfe 

* of fortune, and looked forward ln^tJi- 

* fthd anticipation to the reftoration of 

* peace and property under a well-re- 
' gulated government. Alas ! thefe en- 

* chanting vifipns were of fliort dura- 

* tion, A force was fent againft Tou* 

* Ion, too ftrong to be refifted by every 

* effort of its gallant defenders, who, 

* befides the frenzy of a fierce and ac- 
i cumulating enemy without, were to 

' coutetvd, 
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*- contend with a treacherous and tfif^^' 
*-afFe<fted multitude within. 

* The event is well known; I fliaJF 

* only therefore add, that with the 

* greateft hazard, I had at laft the good' 

* fortune to fnatch my child from the 

* fcene of horror and devaftation, and 

* to convey Her in fafety to an Eng- 
*1ifli ihip. But alas ! we loft the che-^ 

* valier. His fpirit was too high to 

* think of his own fafety, and after he* 

* had fecured our retreat, he flew to*^ 

* join the Ehgliih feamen in their ef- 
^ forts, either to bring off the navy of 

* his country ,^or wrap it inflames, rather 
' than leave it in the pofleflion of our 

* mercilefs perfecutors. What became 

* afterwards of the gallant youth — .' 

Here the Count flopped, the tear 
j51led his fwollen eye -lid, but the fuf- 

fufed 
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fufed cheek of the unhappy Adelaide 
<»ught his obfervation. He felt her 
forrow, and immediately fupprefled his 



^ 
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CHAP. XVII. 



rLE noir's adventure with a par 

OF SAILORS. 



I 



T is now time to follow the fteps 
our hero, who was purfuing his roi 
to London. The fears of Dr. Po 
well were needlefs. Le Noir was i 
one of thofe enthufiaftic adventure 
who wantonly expofe themfelves to 1 
zard without fome efficient caufe. 1 
knew in the prefent inftance, that 1 
nefty was the beft policy. There v 
nothing he could have taken from t 
Dodlor whofe value could balance t 
confequences of deteAion, for he ^ 



Britifl) Sailors. 109 

not tempted by poverty, his purfe, as 
we have already obferved, being well 
fuppUed, and he had many recommen- 
dations to perfons in London, whofe 
principles he imagined were not all fo 
fluftuating as thofe of his Winchefter 
friend. He continued however to pur- 
•fije his journey on foot, as bethought 
that mode of travelling would afford 
him the beft opportunity of converfing 
with that clafs of citizens, who were 
mpft likely to become converts to his 
^dcxftrine. 

He had not proceeded many miles 
on his road, before he was overtaken by 
a violent ftorm of rain and wind, which 
forced him to take fhelter in a fmall ale- 
houfe. 
,■ . ' 

*His firft care was to approach the 
^i^tchen fire for the purpofe of drying 
VoL I. L < Vivs 
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Jhis clothes ; there he found a number of 
l^tfons aflembled, whofe drcfs and corf- 
verfation (hewed they were feamen. 
They were very bufily employed in put- 
ting a mug of ale about to each othw, 
with all that noife and merriment that 
chara<5lerizes the fons of Neptune, 
They immediately, with their wontefl 
hofpitality, offered their cup to the 
ftranger, which he as readily accepted. 
He had heard much of the violent me- 
thods by which failors are often compel- 
^ led to ferve in the royal navy, and had 
formed high notions of their confe- 
quent difcontent, and of his own fuc- 
cefs in increafing that difcontent by art- 
ful infinuations. 

He fat down in earneft expeftatlon 
of a proper opportunity to intrqduce 
this fubjeft •, nor did he wait long before 
one offered itfelf j a failor bleffing him- 

fetf 
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f£f with a curfe for his good liK:k in ef-* 
raping .a prefe-gaiig at Portfmouth. 

' Aye, (fays another) that was lucky 
f indeed ^ it would be damned hard, af- 
' ter fci kmg a cruize, not to enjoy our- 

* ietees a little^ and ^ fpend oUr prize- 
Tinoney,— -Confound the lubbers fay I, 

* if t^ty were to come athwart me^ I 

* would trim their jackets for them/ 

Here, our hero exclaimed, * Spoken 

* with the warmth of a true Engliih- 
*. m.an ! I honour your fpirit,-— only adf 

* up to it, and you are free at once. If 

* you refift, you cannot be preffed.* 



* By jingo but you can though^ (re- 
^ plied one of the tars) if you refift till 
'^ you are black in the face. I have re- 

* fitted till I have had all my timbers 

* lb belaboured, that I have been hardly 



«* 
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' able to ftir, yet fome hpw or other 
* 1 was always brought to my moor- 
'' ings at laft.* 



' Aye, (anfwered Le Noir) that is 
^ becaufe you do not unite, and form a 

* general plan. If fome hundreds of 

* you would join, and go up the coun- 
^ try and fettle yourfelves together, who 

* could compel you to ferve?* 

* Go up the country (cried the fea- 

* man) and turn land-lubbers, with a 
^ p— , thank you for nothing, — mafter 
' here's my fervice to you, — but no 
' plowing and (owing with me. — No! 
' no ! all I want is to have time to 
' fpcnd my money, have my can and a 
^ girl, and my fiddle, and then Mon- 
** fieurs, take care of yourfelves j, I'll 
' have another lick at vou.* 

« And 
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* And why *ib inveterate againft the 
' French ? (faid Le Noir) they wifh to 
' be your friends— to live in peace and 

* good fellowffiip with you, and make 
' you as free as themfelves.' 

« D— fuch freedom ! (cried Jack) 

* I was fix months in one of their jails, 
' and was cramm*d into a birth no big- 
^ ger than an arm cheft, and fed upon 
^horfe beans.' 

*'Horfe beans ! (faid Le Noif ) I daref, 
*"fay they were harricoes.' 



* Horfe beans or hurricanes (cried 
*jack) all one to me, but belike you 
' are right, for a d— • hurricane I am 
^ fure they raifed in my guts. — But I 
* Ihall remember their confounded ban- 
' yan days, when I come acrofs any 
^of the foup maigre dogs. They are 
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* be/ides, the curfedeft fools upon earth. 

* I never knew one that had common 
' fenfe. — Why how what is this that 

* I hold in my hahd ? only tell me.* 

They all cried out, ' A mug to be fure.' 

* Aye, to be fure, it is. But what 

' d'ye think the French blockheads call 

' it ? why, they call it ^poe. I was almoft 

afraid the ftrange gentleman was, a 

S Frenchman by his talking about them 

* fo, but he is not fool enough- to call a 

* mug a foe.'^ , 

^ Come, (cries another,, taking the 
' pot in his hand) here's Old England 
' at war with all the world, fay 1 5 there's 
'nothing to be got by thefe mangy 

* Frenchmen. — But fplit my top-fails 

* if I don't want to have ^brufti with the- 

* Dons. — There's fomething to be gofr 
% from them.' *' Aye*, 
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^ Aye, (cries another) and thofe^ what 

* d*ye call *em fellows that belong ta 

* the Pope of Rome; .hot that there's 

* much to be got from them •, but only 

* one of their bald- pated parfons wtot-» 

* cd to have me brought to the gang- 

* way, for lighting my pipe at "a great 
'^ candle that ftbod before a large wood- 
**en doll. I fliould like to trim fuch^ 

* ungrateful fcoundrels, who would have 
'all been over-run by the confounded 

* French, if our brave dragoons ' had 

* not come, and faved them from po-%- 

* pery and flavery.' 

As the liquor continued to circulate,^ 
the converfation grew more animated ;- 
but in proportion to that animation, the 
expreffion of antipathy to the French 
grew alfp more pointed, which was ra^ 
ther inflan;ied by the chanting of fevl^lP 
maritime fongs. As this fpirit rofe, the^ 
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hopes of our hero funk. He was con^- 
vinced the prcfent company were not in 
a proper temper to liften to his dodlrine, 
neither xiid he chufoto inform them that 
he had ever been in the abfiird habit of 
calling a mug a poe. 

He embraced the firft opportunity 
after the ftorm was over, of quitting the ' 
place, but not without an olSsr of con- 
tributing towards the liquor he had 
fhared. But this the generous tars re- 
fiifed, faying, they had money enough,, 
and would treat every body who came, 
into thehoufe that night. They infifted, 
however, on his taking another draught 
to the confufion of all the enemies of 
Old England by fea and land, with 
which, though forely againft his inclir- 
nation, he was forced to comply. 



CHAP. 



Changes bis Made af Travelling, viy, 



CHAP. XVIIL 



A DEMOCRATIC COUNTRY SC^JIRE, 



L 



lE NOIR now began to be weary 
of his pedeftrian mode of travelling. 
He found the common people in the 
country by no means fufficiently en- 
lightened to receive his inftruftions, and 
being fatigued with walking fo far, he 
determined to take the firft opportunity 
of purfuing his journey in a more eafy, 
as well as more creditable manner, and to 
wafte no more of his eloquence on pro- 
vincial fans culottes, but to mix agam 
with the higher order of citizens, till 
he flibuld have an opportunity of open- 
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ing his miffion to the more enlightened 
populace of the metropolis. 

' Neverthelefs, as his plan was general 
inftruftion, he thought he /hould waftc 
his time by confining himfelf to the cir- 
fiumfcribed liiqiits of a^ (lage-coach . He 
determine d therefore at the firft town: 
he arrived at, to hire poft horfes and a^ 
guide. 

This he aeccmiplifhed at Alresfor^ 
and proceeded from that place on horic* 
back. He had not gone far from the 
town, when his ears were ftruck by the 
cry of dogs^ mixed with the fhouts of 
nen, and immediately afterwards a hare 
crofTed the road, purfued by a pack of 
bounds, and a number of people on 
horfeback. 

Our adventurer was ftruck with th« 

novelty 
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nbwlty of the fight, and turning hi« 
Aorfe out of the i-oad, foMowed the 
hbunds, ivhich he did without much 
aiflfculty, as the country was perfeftly 
i^pen, and the hare being nearly run 
down, he had the honour^ in lefs than 
a quarter of an hour, to be in at thi^ 
#eath. 

The triumph being over, ^nd £1^ 
viiftim packed behind the "whipper-in, 
Aie fportfmen proceeded to try for ano* 
Ifter hare, and as they moved towards 
die tarnpike road, Le Noir fell i«t0 
^he cavalcade* 



•As he went on with the company 
%i auditor only, his attention was em- 
ployed in liftening to their converfatiott, 
which he found chiefly related to the 
, incidents of the chace ; thofe who had 
T)een />, expatiating on the goodnefs of 
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the ruHy and extolling thofe hound« 
who had made the beft hits in the coUrfe 
of it-, while the laggers were defcrib* 
ing the dcfperate leaps they had taken, 
as if they had been thrown out merely 
iby dint of boldxiding, ' / 

There was nothing very interefting 
to Le Noir in all this. But two of the 
party^ one of whom was the matter of 
the hunt, and tiie other appeared by his 
habit to be a clergyman, feemed, by the 
▼ehemence of their *a6lion, to be in high 
debate aboutibmething of confequencis;. 

;' 

To thefe Le Noir drew as near as 
common civility would permit, and ap- 
plied himfelf attentively to liften to 
their converfation. The firft words that 
ftruck his ear were thefe from the 
clergyman :— - 

' Zounds 1 
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* Zounds! fir, is it time to talk of 
*reafon, and all that, when the French 
*»ar€ at our doorsi* 

' And if they were within our doors, 

* (replied the fquire) where would the 

* harm be? What is the difference to 
V me, whether I am plundered by an 

* invading army, or catei^ up by a ra- 
SpacJbus miniftcr, betrayed by a tor- 

* twpt parliament, and infulted by a par- 

* eel of infolent lords and baronets ? fel^ 
f lows, who affume a degree of empty 

* confequjBnce on the fodlifh pretence 

* of rank and title, which is incompa- 
' tible with the equal rights of a free 
Speople. Sir, the French know bet- 

* tier ; they have feen their error, and 
' have got rid of fuch ufelefs, fuch per- 

* nicious vermin.* 

* And To fir, (returned the parfon) 
Vol. I. M * 70M 



122 The Parfin repUet. 

•< you woutd readily give up your pro- 
' perty to their equalizing fchemes, 

* merely to avoid the mortification of 
' having a lord go out of the room be- 

* fore you, or get the firft flice of ^ 
'^ haunch of venifon/ 

' And mortification enough too (re- 
^ plied the angry *fquire.) Did not^at 
' empty booby. Sir Thomas Tinker, 
^ get up and oppofe me the other day 
at the turnpike meeting; and though J 
he had nothing to urge at all conclii;. 
five againft my arguments, was mit 
he attended to with more deference 
than myfelf, merely becaufe he w*b 
a paultry baronet ?-r^onfound fuch 
artificial diftinftions, I fay j they are ^ 
libel on the natural equality of man- 
kind.— I fay, fir — D — you ye dog, 
don't ride over the -hounds ! s*blood, 
Jl'ye a great mind to horfcwhip you ! 

*Why 
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^ Why do fuch rafcals as you come % 
* Jiuiiting, and (poil gentlemen's dogs ?* 

(This was addrefled to a poor taylor, 
on a haif-ftarved dog-horfe, witfi a pair 
of breeches under his arm, which he 
was carrying, home to a farmer in the 
neighbourhood, but had been feduced 
&y •ic cheerful cry, to deviate from his 
road. )} 

4 .The 'fquirc proceeded. * As for 
I French taking our property, or 
cutting ofFour heads, I am not afraid 
•of that.— None will fuffer who have 
^true notions of liberty and equality 
*like myfelf, and as for fhortening our 
* fupercilious lords and baronets by the 
*ncck, and hindering your p^rfons 
*from taking tithe of our eftates, — I f 
*fee no great harm in it This is all 
*%e French would do to us I believe.' 
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* See what they have done, and are 

* doing in Flanders and Holland,' re^ 
plied the clergyman. 

' AB a heap of lies, (refumed the 

' 'fquire) invented by the ariftocrats. 

f ' So I was afTured by a very icniible 

< and impartial Frenchman I met the 

* other day. — ^I wifli he was here to eon- 
' firm what I iay.* 

This was too fair an opening for our 
hero to negleft. He without hefitation 
rode nearer to the difputants, and bow- 
ing relpeftfully, iaid, * Gentlemen,' 
^ though I have not the honour of be- 

* ing known to you, I take the liberty 

* of announcing myfelf to you as a 

* Frenchman, I am happy to fee fo 
^ * relpeftable a perfon entertain fuch juft 

' notions of the equality of mankind, 
' and form fo true an opinion of the 

* designs 
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^ de%ns of my coimtrymen* As I am 
*^ perfeiJtiy acquainted with the opera- 

* tions of our armies both in FJaijders 

* ahd Holland, I can aflure you your 
^ inforthation concern mg them has beeii 
i peffeftly rights and you would find, 
^^flspould they vifit thti^ country, the 
*" fetne principles of fri^dftip and fra- 

* temity. ■ 

The fquire, reinforced by his new 
ally, refumed the attack with redoubled 
force, and in proportion to the increafe 
of his fire, that of his opponent flack- 
ened. Till at lafl:, the parfon, aflailed 
by odds from without, and the garri- 
fqn partly wavering within, (for he had 
more reafons than orte, whv he did not 
chufe ferioufly to irritate his antagonift) 
gave up the conteft, and the 'fquire'a* 
arguments were viftorious. 
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He was fo much pleafed with his fuc- 
cefs, and fo well fadsfied with his aim- 
liary, that he invited him to his houfe^ 
a kindne& that was readily accepted ; 
and after an unfucce&ful attempt to find 
anotiier hare, Le Noir, the clergyman, 
and ibme others of the party, adjourn- 
ed to the 'fquir^'s manfion, which was 
not far difi^t. 



CHAP. 



Where Politics are introduced, xij; 



CHAP. XIX. 



TRIAL OF A POACHER. 

X HE party fat down to a plentiful 
dinner, which was followed by as plenti- 
fiil a libation to Bacchus, during which 
ceremony, as ufual, the various topics 
of fporting,. farming, fcandal, religion^ 
obfcenity, taxes, and at laft politics, 
were canvaffed. On this latter fubjeft, 
and indeed on all of them, the opinionsr 
of the company were divided, butpo- 
litics were treated with the greateft and 
moft general earheftnefs, as being a con- 
verfation in which every body might 
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join, fincc, as 'fquire Weftem* ve 
juftly obTerved, a difcouffe on the fta 
of the nation is what every body \\ 
derftands. 

If, however, this began by a convc 
fetion, it ended in an oration. T! 
wifdonij or at leaft the zeal of the *fqui 
being ftrengthened by large potations 
ftrong beer at dinner, and frequent bun 
pers of port afta% he chofc to tal 
the whole difcourfe to himfelf : for i 
deed a filent attention to the difplay 
his eloquence was a tax he exa<%ed fro 
ail thofe whom he permitted to parta] 
of die hofpitality of his board; on wbi< 
account it was little frequented by the 
ariftocratic fpirits, who infringed on i 
notions of equality, by taking an equ 
fliare in the converfation. 



* Se&TomJoneSy Bpokiv^ chap. 4, 
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He now indulged his imagination, 
or rather his memory, in retailing all the 
common-place nonfenfe he had ever 
heard againflreftablilhed order and re^ 
gular government, but which he em^ 
bclliihed by his own corred didlion, 
and elegant arrangement. While he 
was in the height of his harangue^ 
expofing and deprecating with great 
energy the folly of diftinftion of ranks 
in fociety, and the injuftice of ^ny pe- 
culiar orders of men arrogating ta 
themfelves rights which nature meant 
to be the common property of all, his 
difcourfc waa interrupted by the fudden 
entrance of a fervant, with the intelli- 
gence that a poacher had beeh juft de* 
tefted in the fad of wireing a hare in 
the home coppice. 

At this information, the champion 
of equality was fir^with rage, and or- 
dered. 
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dered the delinquent to be irtimediately 
brought into his prefence, His order 
was obeyed, and a poor miferable crea- 
ture, pinched by hunger, and clad in 
all the wretchcdncfs of povertjs was in- 
troduced to the company, giiarded by . 
tiie game-keeper, who held m his handl 
the proofs of his delinqiuency. 

The Yquirc, or I fhould now fiy the^ 
juftice, for this zealots defender of the 
laws of his country was intmfted with 
the adminiftration of them, a truft oi 
which he was not a little proud, and in 
the di fcharge of which, he often united 
the charafters of accufer and judge,-— 
the juftice then began to kitcrrogata 
the trembling culprit; 

* You viHain, (cried he) yes, you 
^ may well be frightened, for I fe6 you 
* are a villain by your face. What the 

* devilt 
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^ devfl^ but d — ^it I won't fwtari— 
' What the devil I fay could poflefa 

* you, 16 trefpaft in this here way on 
^ my manor? Don't you know that 

* you are kept by the pariih ?-^That 

* you have not a farthing but what is 

* given you by your bcttcrp ? And how 
** dare you then ■ 1 ^ * 

Here the 'fqaire*s utterance being 
iChoaked by paflion, the poor felloW 
thought he had an opportunity to fay a 
jWord in his defence, and began :— 



^ An't plcafe your worfhip- 



* 'It does not pleafe my wbrfhip, (re- 
^ pKed the angry magiftrate) I will teadi 

* fuch rafcals as you to know the refpeft 

* you owe your fuperiors. I will ifiew 
^ you the confcquence of violating the 
*Jaws of your country.' > ' 

* liidfce.d 



i^^ ^e Defence continued. 

'* Indeed your honour, ((aid the poor 

* wretch) I did not do it for my own 

* fake. I have been, as all the pari A 
^ khows, a hard working man, and 

* never wronged any body of a fingle 
^ brafs farthing in my life, nor was ever. 

* obligated to the parifh for a morfel of 

* bread j:ill laft winter, when I caught 
' cold by working up to my knees in 

* water, to clear your worfliip*s pond, 
' which brought on the rheumatics; 

* neither did I do it for the lucre of gain, 

* but by defire of a poor woman wirfi 
' child, who longed for hare/ 

* Long for hare indeed, Cfaid the 
' 'fquire) itisafine thingfor the wives of 
^ fuch fellows as you to long for hare, 

* or for any things they will long ^e3rt 

* I fuppofe for one of my filver fpoons^ 

* I tell you I am at a great expence to 

* preferve the game on my manor, and 

* I would 
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* I would not lofe ♦a hare out of the 

* home coppice, to fave all the beggars 

* brats in the village. Here we were 

* above an hour to-day, as all tlje gen- 

* demen know, and had not even a trail, 

* and all becauie your wives long f^r 
.'hare.' 

' My wife long for hare ? (interrupt- 

* cd the criminal) Lord blefs your wor- 

* fliip, our Margery has done breeding 

* this many a day. Bcfides, ftie would 

* rather have a piece of fat bacon, than 
' all the hares in the parifh. But in- 

* deed we feldom get*s that now. When 

* old Sir Ralph lived here indeed, the 

* poor folks often got a good meal of 
*mcat at the manor-houfe, but thofe 

* days are paft and gone.' 

Here the *fquire looked very angcY-> 
but the man weiit on. 
V0I.L ' * N ^1:^0^ 
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^ No,: fir, \t wa€ not for Mar 
' that I fet the wire. It was for J 
' Molly Lavender, that lives at 
^ worfhip's lodge (here the 'fquire I 
' ed rather wife.) It was fhe whc 
^nredrne to do it, and fhe faid 
' would take all the blame on herfe 
' there were any, but we know'd 
i worihip would not be angry.' 

Here the juftice flopped him. '\ 
^ * well, fellow, I will^hear no mo 

* your nonfenfe now-, I will not t^k 

* the time of th^ company any k 
. ^widijuftice bufinefs; I will exa; 

^ irito the affair when I have more 

* fure. There, take the poor devil a 

* and give him fomething to eat^ 
^ drink.' 

What was the caufe that mac 
great a difference between kiliin g a 
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for a longing wife, or Mrs. Molly La- 
vender, at the lodge, that the penalty 
for the one aft was going to prifon, 
and eating beef and drinking ftrong 
beer the reward for the other, we 
leave to be difcovered by the reader's 
fagacity, while we accompany our 
hero to Alton, where he ftaid that 
night. 

What reflexions he made on the cha- 
rafter of his hoft, we cannot tell, but 
the refleftions of a man of unbiafled 
fenfc would certainly have been, that 
tile fentiments of democracy and equa- 
lity which animated him, were dedu- 
cible into the defire of humbling thofe 
above him, and opprefling thofe be- 
neath him; fentiments that have ani- 
mated every ambitious defpot in the 
wor^^--^whether on a throne, in a fe- 
nate,. or in a mob; whether the petty 
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tyrant of a county village, or the petty 
demagogue of a parifh veftry . 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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JEAl^ LE NOIR, 

iProm his Inliftnient as a Drujnmcr in General 
Rochambcau's Army, and arrival at Boflon^ 
to hisl)cing driven from England in 1795J 
after having borne a confpicuous Part in 
the French Revolution, and after a 
great variety of Enterprizes, Hazards 
and Efcapes during his flay in Eng- 
land, where he was fent in quality 
of Democratic MiQionajry. 
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CHAP. XX. 



OUR HERO MEETS WITH A JACOBITE. 



w 



HEN Le Noir awoke in the 
morning, he found his bones ache 
fo much, from the fatigue he had 
undergone in walking and riding, 
that he determined to continue his 
journey,' by a more eafy conveyance, 
and to proceed in a carriage. 

On enquiring of his landlord, he 
found that a public ftagc would pafs 
through the town about noon, in 

which 

B 
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2 Meets with a Jacohite. 

which he ordered a place to be taken 
for him, and then ftrolled out, both 
to fatisfy his curiofity, and to fee if 
he could meet with any perfon, who 
might profit by his political inftruc- 
tions. 



He had not walked far before he 
difcovered*two perfons, fitting on a 
bench before a public houfe in warm 
debate, and as one of them held a 
p^v/s-paper in his hand, he concluded 
their converfation was political.—^ 

'" _r« .-. * 

He therefore drew as near as poflible' 
to the difputants, in order to profit^ 
by their difcourfe, but juft as he 
came near enough to hear what was 
faid, one of the perfons got up i^^ 
apparent fury, and exclaiming whif \ 
a loud voice: " I will no longer^ 
'^ wafte my words on a man, 'wbp^ii 

^ym this free and enlightened agfe^ 

" 'J '" 



The words Jacobite and Jacobin, 3 

'^ can be abfurd enousrh to adhere 
" to the exploded principles of Ja- 
**cobitifm;" flung into the houfc 
in a paffion. 

Skilled as Le Noir was in the 
Englifh language, he was not fuffi- 
ciently fo, to be aware of the wide 
difference in fenfc between the limi- 
lar founds of JaGobitifm and Jacobin- 
itm,* or indeed not to know that Ja- 
cobite was not the Englifh word 
for Jacobin. He therefore drew near 
to the deferted politician, with the 
greatcft complacency, who, pleafed« 
to have any one to whom he could 
unbofom thofe opinions, which were 
dj^ifed by his precipitate antagonift,^ 
f jading the news-paper in his hand, 
„* he 

>^, • EvsRY reader may not know, that one of the 
fchifms that ever divided the Chriftian Church, 
derived from the diftinftion of words, fo very 
Jmsilar in found and form as Homooufion and Ho-* 
^ wioioufion. See GiMON's His r. chap, xxi. 



4 The Jacobite^ s Cordiality 

he addreflcd our miflionary in the fol- 
lowing words : 

** There is a fellow for you now, 
*' who, unable to argue when preffed 
''by reafons he cannot contravert, 
*' flies from the fubjedt, and flip- 
'* plies want of argument by paffion 
•' and abufe. Not that I think the 
'' appellation he gave me, or the opi- 
*' nions that are held by thofe, to 
'' whom that appellation is generally 
" given, any difgrace. I fhall ne- 
*' ver be afhamcd of thofe princi- 
*' pies, which I imbibed in my earlieft 
*' youth, and which I have ever ftea- 
*' dily adhered to through life!" 

■» » 

To this declaration his auditiHf 

declared his mofl fanguine confept, 

he exprefied the higheft veneratiqn 

for his patriotic fcntiments, and af- 

Cured i 



JVith a Jacobin. ^ 

fared him of his difpofition to efpoufe 
all his principles ia their fulleft ex- 
tent. 

This ample confeffion of political 
faith, procured him a cordial Ih^ke by 
the hand, (Le Noir expededan em- 
brace) from the Jacobite \ ^* Sir, 
'* (faid he) I am happy to meet a 
" man of your way of thinking, fo 
"feldom to be found in thefedege- 
*'-nerate times. As you have wit- 
'* neffed the illiberal manner in which 
I was treated by the perfon who has 
juft left me, with your permiilion I 
will Ihortly mention the fubjcdl 
of our difpute, and you fhall judge 
'^ if I had not the beft of the- argu- 
'^^ ment." Le Noir exprefling his 
rjcadinefs to. attend, the compji^ 
Jacobite went on. 
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i Le Noir fnijiakes 

'' Sir, for nearly the whole of this 
' century, we have been deluded by 
' fpecious pretences into continental 

* wars, where defeat is not more de- 
' ftrud-ive than vidtory. I am alarm-^ 
' ed when I look at a news-paper, 
' be the intelligence what it may^ 
' when we took Landrecy, I was 
' afraid we fhould have marched to 
' Paris, which would have been our 
^ total deflrudlion, and now the 
' French have taken Amfterdam, 
'we are completely ruined j thefc 
' German conned ions' are our bane. 
' Nothing can fave us, but treading 

* back the erroneous fteps we have 
' taken, by recurring to firft prin-^ 
' ciples ; 'hy — by — zounds 1 — by— - 
' you take me. Sir ?'* 



These laft words he aecompanied 
by a wink of the eye, and a fqueeze 

by 
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by the hand, which Ihewcd more was 
meant than met the ear. 



To this mark of confidence, Le 
Noir replied, '' Yes, Sir, perfeftly ; 
" I underftand you perfedtly." And 
fo he thought he did. Yet nothing 
could be more oppofite than the no- 
tion each party annexed to thofe 
firft principles, to which they were 
to recur. The Jacobite meant the 
claim of the houfe of Stuart, to here- 
ditary tyranny; the Jacobin miflion- 
ary, fome fancied sera of the Englifh 
hiftory, when the democratic part of 
the Englifh conftitution was purer in 
its reprefentation, and more powerful 
in its efforts. 



And here perhaps fome faftidiou« 
reader may accufe me of mifrepre- 
fentation, either of truth or of pro- 
bability. He may deem it perfectly 

im- 



8 The Jacobite advocates 

impofliblc to fuppofe, that a pcrfon 
in the flighteft degree acquainted 
with the Englifh hiftory, could ex- 
pedl to find any veftige of fuperior 
energy, in the popular part of our 
government, by tracing it towards 
its fource. To this accufation I 
fhould moft readily plead guilty, did 
not we find the fame abfurd doc- 
trine, retailed from the mouth of 
cwcry coflte-houfe orator, and the 
pen of every news-paper fcribblerand 
pamphleteer, who arc trying at the 
pre fen t moment, to poifon the minds 
of the people by fiditious reprefen- 
tations ; arguing, as if a fyftem of 
equal reprefentatioh had been efta- 
. bliftied by the Saxons, improved by 
the Normans, perfed:ed by the Plan- 
tagenets, proteded by the Tudors, 
attacked by the Stuarts, reftored, with, 
alterations and improvements^ h^ 

Oli- 
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Hereditary Monarchy. 9 

Oliver CromwelL and has ever fince 
been in a gradual flate of corrup- 
tion and decay, till its final over- 
thrqv under the prelent adminiftra- 
tion. • 



But to return, — '' Sir, (proceeded 
the Jacobite) it was the curfed re- 
*' volution that ruined us completely, 
'' that gave the^nal blow to our free^ 
*' domand independence:— That con- 
" founded Prince of Orange, nick- 
*' named king William by the whigs^^ 
*' that fyftcm of fending to Holland 
and Germany for perfons to go- 
vern us. — There, Sir, we may 
*' date all our difafters, the total de- 
^* cay among us of every public and 
"private virtue." 



re 
rr 



Here the orator paufed, and our 
miflioiaiy thought it a proper open- 
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10 ^he Jacobite dif covers 

ing, to introduce his own fentimeats, 
a.s he was now he imagined converf-* 
ing with a genuine difciple of Mr. 
Thomas Paine, lincc he remembered 
the violent fatire of that gentleman, 
againft the folly, of the Englifh, in 
fending to Holland for a king. He 
therefore took uo the convcrfatioji 
in this manner : 






*' Your obfervation. Sir, is per- 
fe(9;Iy right; the idea, after de- 
j>ofing one king, to fend abroad for 
anothfer, was very abfurd to be furc. 
*' ( Here the Jacobite fmiled applaufe. ) 
''And yet, afiter a,ll, if you muft 
" have a plague, what lignifies whence 
'' it .comes, whether you fufFer by 
*' difeafe engendered from bad habits 
'' at home, or import infedlion from 
*' abroad. — Why did you not follow 
*' the example that was bef(^ your 

''eyc% 
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eyes and copy from yourfelves; 
•why did you fear to do that to 
James the fecond in 1^8 8j, which 
''was done to Charles the firft, at 
" Whitehall, in 1640, and what we 
*' did to his defcendant at Paris, 
'* in 1793."* 



Hell and furies, (cried the irri- 
tated J^j^bite) am I talking to 
a man, Hr a devil ? — Do you blaf- 
pheme, you impious wretch?-— — 



€€ 
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'* Do yoti blafpheme the facred 
** name of our holy martyr? — Vil- 

'Main!" . 

- ff' 

ft 

Saying this, he rufhed upon our 

I. 

aftbnilhed hero, with the fury of a 

tiger; ./? 

#- 

• It doe* not fecm generally known, that the un- 
fortuoatc Lewis XVI. was a lineal defcendant of Charles 
,^ fte firft, and a mcarcr claimant to the throne of Grca<- 
Britain, than the prefent royal family, if the aft of fct- 
tiejlbnt hkd not cxifted. 
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1 2 Tl>e Jacobin Javed from a drubbing. 

|tigcr ; luckily the aflault was (lop- 
ped -by the perfon, who had juft 
quitted this furious ftickler for he- 
reditary right. He coming out of 
the houfe at the inftant, interpofed 
between the parties, and after forcing 
the Jacobite away, enquired of the 
Jicobin, what could have occafioned 
fo violent a quarrel, on fo fhort an 
acquaintance; which produced the 
difcourfe to be found in the next 
chapter. 



Converfationzvith afiaunch IVhig. IX 









CHAP, xxr. 



CONVERSATION WITH A WHIG. 
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H E perfon now engaged in 

m 

converfation with Le Nx)ir, w^s a 
ftaunch whig. On finding the quar- 
rel had arifen, from the violent party- 
prejudices of his former companion, 
he conceived a partiality forourmif- 
fipnary, as a kind of fufFerer in the 

1 caufc 

O 



14 ^c IVbig admires 

caufe of freedom, and was defirous 
of entering into further converfation ; 
a motion that was not declined by 
him; and to work they both went^ 
vying with each other in the warmeft 
panegyricks on public liberty, and 
lamenting the prefent decay of it over 
the whole world, (France excepted) 
and efpecially in this ijQand, 

As the Englifh politician was a 
great admirer of the works of Tho- 
mas Paine, whofe arguments he main- 
tained were unanfwerable, and as 
he declaimed moft violently agfiinlj: 
fhe cruelty and injuftice of national 
jreljgious ellablifliments, for he was 
a Prefbyterian, he foon entirely won 
the confidence of Le Noir, who 
opened all his fentiments to him 
without referve. 

7iiE reader's imagination wilt 
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nomas Paine' s iVritings. 15 

cafily fugged to him, the tenor of 
his obfervations, as they were fuch 
as are retailed in every corner, by the 
wife patriots of this enlightened age ; 
' fuffice it to fay, tjiat he concluded 
by (hewing how much the French 
reformers went beyond their Eng- 
lifti neighbours in their noble con- 
tempt of long eftablifhed and vul- 
gar prejudices, by totally abolifUing* 
royalty, and laying afide all religious 
worfhip, inftead of trying to modify 
inftitutions radically inimical to the 
natural rights^ and natural reafon of 
mankind* 

Here again his zeal carried him 
too far ; he touched on an unlucky 
firing, as religion and king William 
were two favourite topics with his 
auditor^ who, though a whig, was 
not one of thofc now afluming that 
sname, but one ef the old fchool. 

His 
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l6 Declamation againjl 

His enmity to religious eftablifhments 
was, in fadt, only diredted againft 
the prefent religious eflablifhment 
of England, but were his own fa- 
vourite fedt to gain the afcendance^ 
he would have felt no more objec- 
tion, to the extirpation of every other 
by fire and faggot, than the inquifi- 
tioh itfel/: and as to arbitrary power, 
he had no idea it could be danger- 
ous in any other hands, than thbfe 
of the elder branch of the houfe of 
Stuart. He conceived it impofliblc; 
that either William or the two firft 
Georges, could ever be in the wrong, 
and his diflatisfadiion under the ptc- 
fent reign arofe from his indigna^ 
tion, that his majefty choofing Xxi 
be king of a people, and not of a 
party, did not make that diftincflion 
between his fubjedts, that had been 
made by his immediate predeceflors, 

by 
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Religious Ejiallijhmenfs* 17 

by which many perfons, from being 
fuppofed difaiFedled to governmental 
were made really fo by contempt 
and depreflion. This in his eyes 
was fo great a fault, that he had 
more than once hinted his fufpi- 
cions, that our gracious monarch 
. was himfcif a Jacobite^ 

To thefe abfurd prejudices, he 
ftdded the genuine national prejudice 
of John Bull ; confequently he wis 
highly indignant to hear a French- 
5^ ^inanj as he now difcovered Le Noir 
to be, praife his own countrymen 
at the expence of the Englilh : an 
abfurdity by the way, that nothing 
, but the arrogance of a Frenchman 
co6ld be capable of falling into. 

rv./ ''Sir, (cried the enraged whig) 

'^■^^- do you pretend to infult 41s ? 

&^ Do you, the fpawri of thofe, whom 
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it - The Whig infutts Le Noir. 

^^ our'illuftrious deliverer drove bc- 
*' fore him, from one end of Europe 
to the other,* prefume to ftaih his 
glorious, his immortal memory.. — 
Do you, aparcel of atheiflicaldeiff's, 
traduce religion, do you fpeak in 
contempt of the Englilh? — Who, 

Here he was too angry to ex* 
prefs what he meant, or perhaps 
to mean any thing at all, and Le 
Noir tried to avail himfelf of the 
opportunity, to fay fomething in 
his defence ; but while he was he- 
iitating what that fhould be, for 
he was perfedlly aftonifhed at the 

unex- 



• Perhaps the rieader may be fome time in find- 
ing this fcrics of vi£lory in the rcign of king Wil- 
ilam, butit is pofllble the whig in his hafle might have 
confounded Laaden and Steinkirk> with Blenheim and 
^amiliCt. 



Pelted hy JVhig and Jacobite. 19 

uinexpc<fled turn the converfatioh 
had taken ; his former Jkcobitical 
difputant came out of the houle, 
with two or three compailions, none 
of whona were a cup too lo)v. Juft 
atthi#moment the whig, recovering 
his voice, called Le Noir a blafphemer 
of God and the king, on which the 
whole company began, from words 
to proceed to adlions, and mud as 
well as abufe flew about his ears in 
great abundance, the only competition 
between the whig and the Jacobite, 
feeming now to be, which could cover 
him :with the mo ft cc^ions effufion 
of botii. 

Our poor miflionary, thought him- 
felf like fome miflionaries of another 
kind, to be in a fair way of fufFering 
martyrdom, when luckily for him, as 
he thought (and fo indeed it proved, 
' though 
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20 A woman iijcharges an unbaked 

though not exacftly in the way that he 
hoped,) a woman came by carrying a 
pudding to the bake-houfe in a large 
earthen difti. Haying heard much of 
the humanity and tendernefs of fhe 
Englifh fair, he applied to thiigentle 
nymph for protection j who on hear- 
ing from one of the bye-ftanders, 
that he ' was the Frenchman, who 
had cut off the king of France's 
head, and intended to ferve all other 
kings in the lame manner j the lovely 
royalift regardlefs of her future din- 
ner, difcharged all the contents of 
the difti in 4iis face^ which, as the 
pudding had not undergone the 
operation of baking, was only dif- 
figured for the prefent. This how- 
ever turned out' ultimately in his 
favour ; the ridiculous figure he cut, 
turned the anger of his perfe- 
cutors into mirth, which was not 

4 



Pudding in Le Noir*s face. ix 

m 

a little heightened, by his beinglbet- 
ter drefled than themfelves, and as 
an Englifh/ mob feldom ufe a man 
ill in cold blood for any caufe, but 
never for a joke, he was fufFered 
to n^ke the beft of his- way to the 
inn, ftill followed indeed by the 
Ihouts, but no longer by "-the pelt- 
ings of the laughing populace. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIL 



CONVERSATION IN A STAGE COACH. 



L 



E Noir had no inclination" to 
profecute his inquiries, concerning 
the political opinions' of the citi- 
zens o^ Alton ; therefore after clean- 
ing his face aod cloaths, from the 
favoury viands with which they had 

been 
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In the Go/port Stage. 23 

been plaiftered, he fat quietly down 
to wait the arrival of the Gofport 
PP^ch^ 



About twelve o^clock the coach 
came, in which thodgh rather fuH, 
he had the good luck to get a feat, 
^nd on entering found himfelf fur,- 
;oundcd by thefe fellow-travellers; 
An old maid' who was a great po^ 
iitician, a London rider, a young 
country Attorney, a fea office, and 
a plain man drefled lijce a (juakef^ 

ThIey jumbled on a fhort time 
in filence, as a new traveller had 
interrupted the difcourfc they were 
engaged in, before his admiflloOj:-; 
and he was determined not to take 
|he lead in any cc5nverfation, or ha- 
[jvpard any opinion till he Mas fully 

h ■ 
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24 « Conver/ation of a PaJJenger 

fatisfied, concerning the fentiment$ 
of his conipanions* 

The firft who broke lilence was 
the lady, and her debut feemed ra^ 
ther abrupt ; '* I do not fee, (ftie 
4aid-} why women might not com- 
mand at fea, the duty of a captain 
'* or admiral does not require much 
•' perfonal exertions.— At the fea^ 
'* fight of Salamis."-^ — 

Now the reader m^y poffibly won^ 
der, what could induce this lady to 
introduce fo oddly, a claim of her 
own fcx to command Ihips of war, 
and to enforce that claim by the bat» 
tie of S^lamis. But it often happens, 
even while a converfation is going 
on, tiiat a pcrfon ftruck by any 
particular part of it, inflead of at- 
tending to what afterwards pafles, 

form* 



On Wojuen's commanding at/ea. 25 

forma chain of ideas from, that which 
particularly 'ftruck him; however 
regular the fucccflion of thofc ideas , . , 
rnay be in his own mindj the converfa- 
tion having followed a different tradt, 
if the abfent perfon darting from 
his reverie, fhould hazard anaflertion^ 
the regular refult pf his own filent 
procefs, he v/ill feem to utter fome- 
thing that has been fuggeftcd by the 
dclufion of a dream. Now this was 
exadly the cafe with the Lady. 
Some miles before the coach reached 
Alton, the company began talking 
on maritime fubjedls, which fet her 
f.o meditation, and as Ihe was a great 
reader of ancienthiftory, and was per- 
fcdUy convinced^ women w^ere equal 
to tvcry fervice, in which men were 
ufually employed, except where 
ftrength of mufcle was concerned, 
fk^ run pver all her reading to find 

an 
P 



26 A Navy Officer 

an example, lo juftify the paradox ftie 
meant to hazard, that wpmen were 
qualified to commj^nd fliips of war^ 
andjuftatthis moment (he recolledl- 
cd the account of the battle of Sa- 
lamis, which flie had met with in 
Littlebury's Herodotus. 



*' At the fea fight of Sal amis, ( con- 
^' tinued theclaffic amazon,) the only 
'' captain of the Perfian fleet, that-^ 
*' behaved with proper fpirit was a 
*' woman. Artemefia, near the con- 
*' clufion of the battle, being clofcly 
'* purfucd by one of the enemy's 
'* fhips, brought her prow to bear on 
V his fide, and funic him at once," 

''A PRETTY manceuvre " indeed 
*' (cried the fca oflker,) if I ha4 
.'' commanded, I woutd have fhewn 
'^ fhp Pci'fian ftie-captain the adiJs 

pf 
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'' of it ;-— run her head againft my 
'^ broadfide indeed ! I would have 
^* raked the b— ^ — fpre and aft^ till 
" fhe had bep— d herfdif. — But how 
^'fhould women know any^thin^ of. 
" fea-matters, 1 Would have every 
** dfie flick to what they underfland, 
" and not meddle with what does not 
'^ielong to them." 

JuSt as he faid this^ a load of wheat 
pafTcd by, and one of the company 
took occaiioti to obfjfV5, tha: cor,i 
was very dear. 

" Yes, (anfwered the cdptainj and 
'* dear it will be, while the prefent 
management of land goes on ; there 
are not ten farmers in England who 
'* have common fenfe, or common 
*Vhonefly : I have got a few a': res 
♦'near Fareham^ which I cultivate 
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28 An Attorney harangues 

** myfejf : I am perpetually trying 
*' experiments — to be fure as yet I 
have been rather unlucky. The 
wheat that I fowed in April did not 
fuccecdj o*ving to the drynefs of 
" the weather, but what of that, I 
'^ am fure it will anfwcr at lail, and 
*' perhaps I fhall get two^crops oflf 
'* one field in the fame year.*' 

i 

'' Most likely not, (faid the Attor-* 
''neyj nature is to be treated na- 
" turally and not forced by art. It 
^' is to our m^iiufadlures and not our 
•*^ agriculture, that we Ihould diredl 
*' our improvements. There indeed, 
'* by fkill and induftry we . might 
•' double our produce.— All hands to 
*' the loom, I fay. JLook at our 
** cottages, and fee how they are filled 
" v/ith half-ftarvcd children, whd 
'• earn ^ miferablc exillence hy fol- 

*' lowing 



On ManufaButeu 2^ 

" lowing the plough, or kcepiilg fheep 
'* oil a dreary common. Ldt houfcs 
" of induflry b^ built irt every dif^ 
'* trid:, and all poor children fent 
^* there to be decently educated ; the 
** fruit of their labour, even in their 
*^ carl left yeafs, might then turn to 
*^ fome account. Then bur manu- 
*< failures would flourifh, and Bri- 
^' tain beat th^ world in commerce, 
'^ and agriculture would foon follow* 
** Then ydu would fee no longer, the 
" immenfe dreary waftes, that fur- 
^* round the metropolis, every hand 
" would be employed^ and every acre 
*' cultivated/' 

Here the rider took up the com^ 
iplaint. " Our misfortunes, (he faid) 
'' do not arife either from defedive 
" hulbandry, or neglefted manufac- 
*'' turcs.-rrOur laws are the caufe of 

*' our 
Pa 
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*' our mifcry and depopulation ; the 
*' corruption of our legiflature, the 
'• iniquity of our courts of jufticc, 
'* the venality of the prailitioncrs 
*' from the s^ttorney-gencral, to the 
*' village petty foggcr, the influence 
*' of prerogative, judges and packed 
•'juries: thefe are the misfortunes 
" under which we groan, and which 
nothing can alleviate, but a total 
and radical reform in every order 
«' of fociety, clergy and laity, civil 
*' and military/* 

He, Le Noir thought it impo(!i-' 
ble he could be miftaken. All had 
Ihewn^their difcontent ; all had point- 
ed out grievances that called out for 
removal, and the laft gentleman in 
particular, had delivered • his fenti- 
ments openly and explicitly. He* 
therefore now again ventured to dif- 

play 



Prench meafufet. ^t 

play his own opinions, and after run- 
ning over his ufuai arguments, coin-* 
ciding wit^h each perfon in depreciat- 
ing the refpedlive enormities he had 
enumerated, ^and lamenting the la- 
mentable ftate, to which he found 
that this ortce free and flourifhing 
country was reduced^ he concluded 
by recommending *' French princi- 
** pies, and French meafurca, cfpe-« 
^' cially the extinAidn of privileged 
^* orders, and a free ufe of the guiU 
'' lotine.'* 

Bat his eloquence, as ufustl, had 
Jin efFedt exadlly the reverfe of whait 
he expedied ; every one of the com- 
pany in exprefling his difcontent at 
exifting evils, and prdpofing an ef-* 
fc(9ual remedy, was entirely aduatcd 
by the defire of difplaying his own 
ibilitks, without any confideration 

of 



31 A criticijm on the 

of the confequences, to which the 
adoption of all their plans might lead.* 
They were fliockcd therefore at the 
effedls Le Noir had deduced from 
them. But while they were looking 
c^n each other in filent expec^lation of 
fome one taking up the converfation^ 
cither to corroborate or confute the 
propolitions of the ftranger, the per-» 
fon in the plain drcfs, )vho had hi- 
therto been filent^ began to open aS 
foUdws : 

'* My friends, I have been very; af- 
*' tentivc to the various grievances 
^' you have complained of, and the 
'' fagacious modes you have fuggeftcd 
*' for their redrefs, all which have 
" tended to confirm me in the opi- 
- *' nion I have long entertained, that 
^' a perfon, poflefling common fenfe^ 
•' will never talk abfurdly on any 

^' fubjecS 
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'' fubjecS he is well vcrfed in and 
"clearly underftands, and that the 
*' brighteft wit, and the qutckeft 
" difcernment will only ferve to be- 
*' wilder thofe who pretend to argue 
" on fubjedts which they do not un- 
" dcrftand* 

'* It is from this c^ufe, that I have 
'* been more amufed than informed 
^^ by the ingenious remarks I have 
^' liftened to % I have no doubt buC 
*' our female friend would have af- 
*^ forded us rational entertaihnleilt 
'^ on any fubjedt, more fuited to the 
'* habits of her fex than fea en^ 
'* gagements and the battfe of Sa- 
'^ lamis. But the naval commander^ 
" if he had been in the fhip attacked 
'^ by the heroine, might not have 
'* found the fliock of her prdw againft 
^^ his br6adfide fo very ablurd a ma- 

'* noeuvrc. 



J4 People Jhouli not intermeddle 

*' noeuvre, as it would have been fa^ 
*' ther difficult to take her fore and aft 
*' without powder and ball. And as 
'' to his improvem-nts . in agricul- 
*' ture, he may perhaps on reflcdlion 
*' be convinced that a man, whofe 
" whole life has been employed iii 
" the fields, and whofe fubfiftence 
*' depends on raifing thegreateftpof- 
'' fible produce from them, may be 
'' rather more likely to know the beft . 
** means of accomplilhing this thaA 
** a gentleman who occalionally cul- 
*' tivates a cabbage garden for his 
*' amufemenj, but whofe education 
^' and talents have been employed on 
*^ another element. 
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If my oppoflte friend, who from 
what has occafionally dropped from 
'' him, 1 take to be a limb of the 
'' law had ftiick to obfervations in 
'' that profeflion, he might perhaps 

'* have 
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'^ have ijiftruded us. But I think his 
'' zeal for our manufaiflures rather carr. 
'* ried him out of his depth whea he 
obje<5led to giving the children of 
cpttagers the habit of following 
." the plough and keeping iheep, fince 
" plowmen and fhepherds are abfo^ 
'^ lutely neceflary for the fupport of 
^* fociety, and flax muft be fown, and 
'^ fheep muft be fed, before cloth can 
f\ be wovcni or linen fpun. If he 
;" had thoroughly weighed his fub- 
jedl he would hardly have thought, 
that giving every individual the 
^^ tender education of amanufaclurer 
" was the befl method to be taken, 
*' for leaving no acr^ in the ifland 
'^ uncultivated, 

" The gentleman who has abufed 
'^ our government, and the adminif- 
^' ^:ration of our laws, has, I dare fay, 

*' fomc 
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^' fome topic on which he might 
*' have (hone ; but hi^ obfcrvations 
on prerogative judges, and packed 
juries at the prefent crifis, lliew' aij 
'' inexcufable ignorance, to give it no 
^'harfherternn, ofwhathasjuft palT^d 
. " under our eyes. I would afk any 
^' nian of common obfervation ^mj 
'' candour, if he believes there is an 
'' i^ftance in the annals of mankind, 
*' (our own excepted) of pcrfons 
*' tried under fuch circumftances as 
^^ thofe .tried on fufpicion of treafpi^ 
*' have lat^ely been, efcaping con- 
^' demnation, whether they^ yvere 
^* really innocent or guilty, and to 
*^ this muft be added the circumftance, 
*' that one of the perfons, chiefly in- 
^' ftrumental in their acquittal, has 
'^ immediately after rieceived from 
'^ t]he hands of ppwer, a mark of 

'f diftii^c^ 
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*' diftind:ion, though juftly due to 
" his charafter and abilities.* 

^ Our friend who fpoke lafl I con- 
^' ceit^e from his manner, to be of 
''that country whofe politics he re- 
'* commends ; I allow the French to 
\* be an ingenious people, they have 
danced well, they have drefled 
well, they have fought well, they 
" have (hone both in the orna- 

*' mental and ufeful arts, they have 

♦ 

'' invented both ruffles and telegraphs. 
*' But I think being arbiters in legif- 
*' lation, and fetting the fafhions of 
'' freedom is a little out of their line. 
The dofe of liberty they have taken, 
fcems a 'little too flrong for their 
*' volatile heads, and their behaviour 
'' Hnder its influence, reminds me of 

''a 






♦ Peskaps alluding to Mr. Gibb's filk jown. 

B ^ 






j3 The Converjation now 

'' a parcel of favages, that I once 
^' faw in Pennfylvania intoxicated 
'' with brandy. But on every con- 
'' fideration, I would recommend 
it to that gentleman, not to be 
quite fo unguarded in giving his 
^' advice. If he is an emigrant he is 
^' acfting a mod ungrateful part in a 
'' country that affords him an afylum 
^' from his perfecutors. If he is a de- 
mocrat, he certainly can have no 
good defign in vifiting this iflandj, 
*^ and the fooner he leaves it, if not 
*' the better for us, as I trull we are in 
^' no danger from his dodlrines, yet 
'^ certainly the fafcrforhimfclf.'* 

After afhort filence, t}^econver-» 
fation tcck another turn, and the late 
\^ar in America being ftarted, the 
plain man faicj, '^ Though I have nqt 
^' Tiiadc military matters at all my 

'' lludy, 
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'*ftudy, indeed both my profeflion 

*' and my religious opinions have 
been contrary to fuch an employ- 
ment; yet I think I can pretty ac- 
curately ftate the caufes of the de- 

** feats we experienced^ during that 

'' unfortunate war." — ■- 

And here poflibly the American 
Quaker, for fuch he was, would have 
illu ft rated by his own example, the 
leflbn he had been inculcating. But 
hi&eflay ontadics was interrupted by 
the flopping of the coach, at the 
Gloucefter Coffee-houfe in Piccadilly. 



.. • 
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CHAP. XXIII 



/ 



ARRIVAL IN LONDON— DISCOURSE OU i 
FRENCH INVASION. 



I 



T was about the hour of feven ii 
the evening when Ihey alighted at th* 
Coffce-houfc, which was then chiefli 
filled by perfons waiting to fet of 
in the different mail coaches whicl 
go from that general rendezvous t( 

al 
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all the weftern parts of Great-Britain. 
Le Noir was fo ftruck with the buz 
of the numerous parties around him, 
that as he had no immediate objedl in 
view, he thought he rnight as well 
ftay there, and catch the fpirit of the 
converfation around him. 

He fat liftening with a news-paper 
in his hand, and a cup of coffee be- 
fore him ; as the time paffed on, the 
Company changed; And after eight 
o'clock, the coaches being all depart- 
ed for the places of thei^ refpedtive 
deftination, this coffee-houfe, like 
all others, was now occupied only by 
loungers and politicians. 

After many deep obfervations, 
and difquifitions on the expediency 
of the war with France, and the mode 
«f conducfling it, the probability of 

an 
E2 



42 Probable fucce/s of invajion 

an invafion* was brought on the car* 
pet; and on this point there was no 
poffible abfurdity that could enter 
the head of a man that was not ad- 
vanced. One perfon afferted that 
jive thoufand men, landed in the 
north of Scotland, would make an 
entire conqueft of the ifland ; for the 
army would all revolt, and the mili- 
tia and fencibles run away. Another 
maintained with equal confidence^ 
that if two hundred thoufand were 
landed jufl by the tower ; they woul^i 
be defeated by the coal-heavers^. 
This advanced that the French would 
land in Cornwall, and fortifying 
themfelves in the weftern peninfula„ 
Harve the metropolis b.y deftroying 
the pilchard fiihery ; while another, a 
native of Ireland, contended that if 
they gotpofleflionof thelfle of Wight, 
we muft be inevitably ruined, as 

•jErom 



In Great-Britain and Ireland. 45 

from its infular fituation, we could 
never attack them in fufficient force 
to diflodge them, and they would 
have an eafy communication by land, 
with every part of the kingdom. A 
violent gentleman who had formerly 
been captain of a Margate hoy, was 
for cutting their throats, as they 
landed, without giving them time ta 
look about them ; while another of 
a more phlegmatic temper, and who 
was deeply read in the hiftory of Eng- 
land, put him in mind of the fatal 
confequences of the battle of Haftings, 
and delivered his opinion againft 
fighting at all; he was for wafting 
the cultivated country, and driving 
all the live ftock into the mountains^ 
of Wales, and the highlands of Scot- 
land. By this ftep the invading army 
muft be ftar ved, for though they might 
do fome trifling damage, fuch as plun- 
dering 
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dering and burning the metropolis ; 
yet they could not fubfift long, on the 
produce of London and its fuburbs^ 
as undoubtedly a certain patriotic 
baronet, would not fcruple to facri- 
fice his hogs for the good of his coun- 
try. 

Le Noir did not derive much 
knowledge, from this conftellation 
of heaven-born generals; he could 
not however refrain from exprefling 
his idea, of the probability of the at- 
tempt, to which he added fome hints 
of the certainty of its fuccefs. And 
here he had the pleafure to find him- 
felf liftened to with avidity, as nothing 
rivets the attention of a true Englilh- 
man, like a detail of his misfortunes, 
and a prognoftic of his impending 
ruin. 

Theri 



Mujl attend^n invajion. 4^ 

There was a fhort fat man, in a 
bob wig, brown coat and red waift- 
coat, who paid a particular regard to 
his difcourfe, almoft devouring every 
fyllable he uttered. This was highly^ 
gratifying to our adventurer, who be- 
gan to congratulate himfelf oii the 
difference he found, between the pro- 
vincial clowns, and the inmates of 
the metropolis.— As the company 
gradually difperfed, this attentive 
liftener drew nearer to Le Noir, and 
addrefleclhim thus : 



u 

Cf 



** Sir, as you fecm, by your con- 
*' verfation to be accurately acquaint- 
ed with the fubjedl we have been 
fpeaking of, I have a particular fa- 
^' vourto requellof you." 

To this Le^Noir replied, with the 
greateft politenefs, that he fhould 

readily 



€€ 



46 Lf Noir clojely. quejlioned 

readily comply with any requcft, to 
the ytmoft of his ability. 

« 

^' Why then Sir, (he continued) 
*' what I want to know is this : you 
'' gentlemen who argue fo fluently on 
'' every fubjedl, often do it for the 
purpofe only of fhewing your own 
ingenuity, and fome time take plea- 
'' fure in fupporting an opinion con- 
'' trary to your re'ial fentiments* Now 
*' I Ihalleileemmyfelf greatly obliged 
*' to you, if you would inform me 
*' whether you really think there is a 
*' probability of the Trench making 
*' a defcent in this country. I ihoul4 
not be fo earneft in my enquiry, was 
I not perfonally interefted in the 
" event ; indeed my early informa- 
tion of it, may be of the moft feri- 
ous confequenccs to me.'* 









By an interefted Gentleman. 47 

Our miflionary rtow felt his heart 
expand with joy^. He did not doubt 
but he was talking with a man, who 
had planned an infurredion to Join • 
the invaders, or to fecond their de- 
ligns, by fire and aflaflin^tion in the 
metropolis. He concluded he lived 
in a houfe, whofe garrets were hung 
round with pikes, and whofe cellars 
were crammed full of gun-powder. 
He therefore fpared no pains to con- 
vince the anxious querift, of thegneat 
^ probability that the French would 
attempt, and adually effed a landing 
in England, and concluded by re- 
queuing, in his turn, if there were 
«ip very particular reafons to the con- 
trary, that he would inform him from 
what caufe, his great anxiety on this 
head arofe. 

<' Very 



48 Rcajons ajfigned by the 

*' Very readily, (replied the 
' qucrift) you muft know. Sir ! I 
' have: a large fum of money lying 
y in my banker's hands, which I 
^ mean to place in the funds, and am 
' only waiting to buy into my ad- 
' vantage. I was in hopes, after 
' all I have heard of our national dif- 
* trefs, that they would have been as 
' low as in the American war. 
' That was a glorious time, I nearly 
' doubled my property then by (lock 
' jobbing ; but this confounded 
^ P///, by his perfevcring inhiscurfed 
' fcheme, of buying up (lock for the 
' public every week, keeps them fo 
' unreafonably high, that there is no 
' doing any thing. But if the French 
' were once to land, they would get 
' a glorious tumble, and perhaps I 

'' might 
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'' might make ten per cent of my 
" money.** 

This confummate piece of ftupid 
avarice, and his own confequent dif- 
appointment, were too much for the 
patience of Le Noir; and turning 
from his copipanion with marked 
difguft, he inquired of thef waiter, 
where he might procure a temporary 
refidence, till he could fix himfelf in 
lodgings; and being recommended 
to the Hummums, he fet out accord- 
ing to the diredlions that were given 
him, to find out that refpedable 
houfeof entertainment. 



I 
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CHAP. XXIV, 



ADVENTURE WITH SOME SOLDIERS, 



I 



N his way to Covent Garden, as 
he was palling the door of a public 
houfe, he heard fome perfons very 
loud in convcrfation ; this excit- 
ed his curiolity, and he immediately 
uient in. He found the rooni full of 

mill-* * 
4 



Some dif contented Joldhrs. 5 1 

military men, as ufual 'high in oath,* 
and very warm in exprefling their 
difcontent, at fcanty pay and hard 
duty, though, mod of them, being 
newly enlifted, had receivetl more 
bounty money than they could fpend, 
and had never done any duty at all. 

This ftmick his fancy at once, he 
remembered how much the general 
difcontent of the French army had 
contfibuted to the facility of the re- 
volution, and as he had been led to 
believe the fame difcontent prevailed 
in the Englifh army, of which he 
* feemgd now to have occular proof, 
he concluded that by encouraging 
» this fpirit, he fliould ftrike at the 
heart of the Englifh government. 

He immediately fat down among 

• tkem, and calling for fome liqoor be- 

* gan 



5 a He mixes in their company^ 

gSLii to join in the converfation. He 
foon declared himfelf of the fame fen- 
timents with his new comrades, and 
condoled with them on their hard- 
ihips ; %ut he found that as his zeal 
in their caufe increafed, their own 
complaints diminiihed. But one 
foldier, of better appearance than 
the reft, was more attentive to him, 
and by artfully putting plaufible quef- 
tions, induced him to difclofe his own 
opinions, ftill more explicitly ; till, 
as he was warmly expatiating on the 
great advantages the foldicrs of a re- 
public had, over that of a monarchy, 
and ill ewing that it was the intereft 
of the army to join the French if 
they fliould land, the ferjeant, (for 
fuch this fmooth gentleman was,) 
jumped fuddenly up, and feizinghim 
by the collar, declared he fhould fe- 

cinre 
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cure him, as a perfon difafFecled to 
his majcfty's perfon and government. 

Le NolR was ftruck with#ftonilh-* 
ment at the fuddcrt accufation, he be-* 
gan to think the inhabitants of Lon- 
don, Were not io much wifer than 
thofe in the country, as he had ima- 
gined, and he thought himfelf in-* 
Volved in a very ferious difficulty. — » 
As he was not unufed to thefe adven- 
tures, his prefence of mind did not 
forfakehimj hejmmediately affedted 
as much loyalty, as he had before 
Ihewn difaffcdtion, faid he had dif- 
guifed his principles to found the fi- 
delity of his majefty's forces, and in- 
lifted on treating them all with liquor 
to drink the king's health. 

A PROi^ositlQN bf this kind is 
feldom rejcdlcdby a foldiei", and his 
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peace was made, though his declared 
purpofe of adling as a fpy, was not 
greatly relifhed. A large bowl of 
punch was^ immediately introduced, 
and almoft as immediately emptied % 
another, and another fucceeded ; as 
the ferjeant alfo inliftcd on contri- 
buting a bowl, in his turn; and our 
iniflionary was compelled to Ihew 
his loyalty, by fuch large and frequent 
potations to his majefty's health, that 
his own began to be much deranged, 
till at laft he fell fenfelefs from hi« 
chair, and was carried to a bed in 
the houfe, in ^ compleat ftatc of in- 
toxication. 

He awaked in the nw)rning with a 

difordercd ftomach, and an aching 

^ead, for the liquor he had dranlf was 

,as deficient in quality, as it was abun- 

. dant in quantity. 



And he comes intoxicated. 5 5 

He could not at firfl: conceive 
where he was, or recolkcfl how he 
came into the place in which he found 
himfelf ; but his furprife was greatly 
increafed when jumping out ot bed, 
for the purpofe of dreffing himfelf> 
he miffed his cloaths,. and jierceived 
in their place a foldier's jacket and 
waiftcoat. After knocking and call- ^ 
ing to no purpofe, he was forced to 
drcfs himfelf in thefe new habili- 
ments, and fo accoutered, he came 
down into the room where he had 
paffed the preceding evening. 

Here he found the ferjeant and^ 
fome of the other foldiers, to whom 
he expreffed his wonder at the fitua- 
tion in which he was, and infifted on 
the reftoration of his cloaths, with 
fome degree of warmth; but to this 
demand the ferjeant very cooly re- 
plied 



^6 He is enlifted tvbile in tiqUor, 

plied that his cloaths were perfedly 
fafc, and flaould be either returned 
to him, or fold, and the money they 
produced applied to his ufe ; but ad- 
vifed him at prefent, to get his break- 
faft as foon as poflible, for it grew 
late, and it was time to go before a 
magiftrate to be attefted. 

He ftatcd with aftonifhmentat this, 
and delired an explanation, which 
was immediately given. The fer- 
jeant declared, that he had received a 
^ guinea as earned, to ferve his majef- 
ty as a foldier ; this the whole party 
declared their readinefs to confirm 
on oath, and the fcrjeant further 
added, that he Ihould receive the 
whole of his bounty money, at the 
time of atteftation. 

Conscious of the ftate of ebriety 
he had been in, he was perfedlly un- 

gbk 
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able to contradidl the general evi- 
dence againlt him, and after many . 
frviitlefs attempts to difcngage him- 
felf. from his difagreeable lituation, 
he was obliged to accompany his 
new comrades to a magiftrate, forely 
afraid that the objed: of his ; rniffion 
would be nowreverfed, and he fliouldt 
like Pofthumus, 



'* fight 



** Againft the part he came for.**- 



Me partly confoled himfclf how- 
ever by the recoMedion, that he was 
not quite unacquainted with the ma- 
noeuvre of defertion. 

It was lucky for him, that a new 
regulation had taken place in the po- 
lice of Weftminfter, and that inftead 
of being taken before a trading juf- 
tice, who would do any adt he could 

do. 
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do, without immediate perfonal rifk, 
for a fhilling, and by whom he would 
moft probably have been attefted, 
without afking a fingle queftion, he 
was brought to one of the newly efta- 
blifhed police offices ; where the gen- 
tleman who then prefided, was high 
in legal rank, and equally refpeded 
for his ability and experience as a ma- 
giftrate, and his integrity as a man, 
and who had particularly exerted 
,himfelf in deteAing fome abufes, 
that had crepD into the recruiting {er- 
vice. 



Before him the whole affair was 
thoroughly inveftigatcd, and the re- 
fult was, that Le Noir was difcharged, 
and the ferjeant, after being obliged 
to return the cloaths, bound over to 
anfwer the affault at the next feffion. 



T^be force of Prejudice. j;9 

And here we muft paufe, to confi- 
der the powerful force of prejudice. — . 
We fhould naturally fuppofe that a 
ftrangcr, fo protefted by the laws of 
a country, againft an outrage com- 
mitted by perfons chiplojred in the 
government, and that outrage pu- 
nifhed, would go away with fenti- 
ments of gratitude ; but the direcft 
reverfe was the cafe. The incon* 
venience was pemembercd, and the 
benefit forgotten ; and he was only 
confirmed in his opinion, of the abufesr 
exifting in the ^nglilh laws and con* 
ftitution, becaufe they had not pre- 
vented a difafter, which was folely oc- 
cafioned by his own folly and intem- 
perance, . 
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CHAP. XXV, 



OBSERVATIONS ON THE POLICE OF LONDON. 



A 



S foon as Le Noir was equipped 
in his own clothes, he took his way 
to the firft place of his dcftination, 
the Hummums. But in palling by 
a cofFee-houfe, he could not refill 
the temptation of refrelhing himfelf 

by 



' In a Coffce-Houfe. 6i 

by the diluting beverage of the place, 
after his evening's debauch, 'his un- 
refrefliing repofe, ai>d his morning's 
alarm. 

He went in/ fat down and called 
for fome tea, while he was drinking 
it, another perfon came in, and fitting 
^ear him, began grumbling to him- 
felf at fomething. The cuftom of 
this country, not admitting immedi- 
ate communication between ftrangers, 
he could not cliredly difclofc the 
caufc of his difcontent to his neigh- 
bour, but was compelled to vent his 
difpleafure, by general ejaculations, 
fuch as — what the deyil are our ma- 
giflrates aJbcut? One hasone'spocket 
picked, if one but flop to lock at a 
print {hop, and there is no walkinga 
yard, without being peftercd hy a 
thoufand beggars. But I fuppofe 

the 



6 3 Le Notr relates bis late Adventure. 

the juftices are feed, both by beggars 
^nd pick-pockets. 

This broken foliloquy brought the 
whole coffee-houfe round him, ayid 
every perfon had fomething to fay, 
on the inefficacy of the laws, the in- 
dolence, or corruption of the magif- 
trates, the impunity of pick-pockets, 
the increafe of vagrants, and the fre- 
quency of robberies. 

To this Le Noir liflened with 
great fatisfaftion, as being highly 
flattering to his own feelings, at the 
rnoment, and he immediately gave 
an account of his recent adventure, 
M'ith all the falfe colouring, his owa 
partial imagination could give it. 

All hearkened with ^ittention to 
his flory, and all coincided with his 

fenti-» 



The inefficacy of the Laws. 63 

fentiments; and it was* agreed on all 
hands that the regulation of the po- 
lice of London, was a difgrace to the 
nation. Every fort of diforder and 
huifance was connived at; the pre- 
vention of crimes, by the falutary 
vigilance of magiftrates, was negledt- 
ed ; and the officious infolcnce of 
conftables ^nd watchmen, was fo 
great that a gentleman could not 
be engaged in a harmlefs frolick, 
without being liable to infult and re- 
ftraint, total!/ iacoiiIifLeat with the 
freedom of a Britiih liil^jc^. 

'' Then I find the comphint is, 
^^ (faid a perfon, who now came for- 
*^ ward from a remote corner of the 
'^ room,) that the police is both too 
'^ ftridt, and too much relaxed ; and 
'^ you want to enjoy, what cannot be 
*^ enjoyed at the feme time, the high- 
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'' eft degree both of order and licen- 
*' tioufnefs ; or in other words, every 
'^ man wifties to impofe the fevereft 
*' reftridlion on others, and to be free 
'^ from all reftraint himfelf. As for 
''clearing the ftrcets of London, of 
*' all vagrants and pick-pockets by 
*' day, and of all ftreet-robbers and 
*' ftreet-walkers by night; and to 
*' enable every man to fleep in fecu- 
*' rity, with his doors open, and to 
'^ carry his money in his hand, without 
** fear of lofing it ; it is a thing that 
*' may very eafily, be moft: cffcdtually 
'* done.^— But tbe doubt is, if the 
*' people would buy this advantage, 
'^ at the price at which it only can 
'^ be bought. No one ever heard of 
*\ a robbery committed in a camp, or 
'^ of bolts and bars to a marque; nei- 
*' ther can the moft warm- advocate, 
*' for thelionour of a foldier, impute 

*' this 
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'' this folely to that caufe. Intro^ 
^' duce then the difcipline of a camp 
^' into this town ; poll centinels with 
*' ftridi orders, in every corner, er^- 
^^ force their vigilance by frequent 
*' rounds, ki them demand paroles 
*' and counteriigns, from all who ap- 
proach, and apprehend and con- 
fine all they fufped, and take my 
** word for it, you will hear no more 
*' of robbery; it will be alfo necef*. 
fary, that this may have full effect, 
to reverfe one maxim inpur jurif^ 
prudence, and i^ftead of fuppofing 
^^ every one innocent, J^efore he is 
*' proved guilty, deem every accufed 
^' perfon guilty, till his innocence is 
^^ fhewn. Yet how this can be done, 
** withqut jncreafing the power and in- 
'^ folence of peace officers, and autho- 
'^ rizing them to interfere, even in more 
f * trifling matters, than the harmlefs 

^^ frolioks 
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frolic ks of gentlemen, by which 

* I prefume is meant, breaking lamps, 
' and knocking down watchmen, I 
^ do not, I own, exadlly fee. Nei- 
' thcr do I imagine it would be very 
' agreeable to grave fenators and 
' wealthy citizens, to have their mo- 

* tions watched in the ftreet, and if 
^ they fometimes flood ft ill, and 
' fometimes turned about, without 
' any apparent caufe, to be appre- 

* hended on fufpicion of an intent 
^ to commit felony ; when the ob- 
'jedl of their purfuit, perhaps was 
^ a fmart fervant girl, with' a neat 

* leg and a white flocking, or a 
^ pretty milliner's 'prentice, with a 
^ band-box under her arm.*'^ 

Here he flopped, threw down his 
fixpence at the bar and departed, 
when every body began to abufe him ; 

fomc 
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fome thought him a fpy, fome a me- 
thodift preacher, and fome a police 
magiftrate; all agreed he was either 
knave or fool, but he had in general 
the honour of being thought to unite 
both thofe charaders. 
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CHAP. XXVI 



f 



A PROJECTOR AND A PROPHET. 



L 



E Noir Tallied forth from the 
cofFee-houfc, with more than ufuai 

fpirits, from the convidtion of having 
now found a fet of mcn^ who were 
really and ferioufly diflatisfifed. 

Having 



'V, 



Having much of the day before 
hirrij he deterriMned before he went 
to his intended lodgings, to deliver 
one of the letters he had brought 
fram France. In confequence of this 
roblution, he prtrceeded to enquire 
for Mr. WiltC'i in Arundel-ftreet. 
He foon found him, and was (hewn 
into a handfome drawing room, on 
the firft floor not inelegantly furniib- 
ed, .but covered with a variety of 
books and papers, fcattered pro- 
mifcuoufly over every part ot the 
room. On being announced and 
fhewing his credentials, he was re- 
ceived with every mark of attention 
and politenefs. 

This gentleman was what might 

be called, a political projector. Pof- 
fefling quick and brilliant parts, with 

a warm 
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a, wafm and fknguinc imagination, 
he often formed in his mind the moft 
perfedl forms of ideal polity^ but 
without confidering the abfolute im- 
poflibility of putting them in prac- 
tice ; and as his mind, when the fer- 
vor of enthufiafm cooled, was as ac- 
tive in correcting the errors of his 
plans, as it had before been eager in 
magnifying their advantages, he was 
feldom many days together, without 
making a radical change in his fa- 
vourite fyftems* 

At the time when he formed an 
acquaintance at Paris, with the per- 
fons who recommended Le Noir to 
his notice^ the fyftem of univerfal 
equality and freedom, which was the 
favourite object of the circles, in 
which he frequented, filled his imagi- 
nation with the fublimity of the idea, 

and 
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and he returned to England, with a 
full determination, to exert his abili- - 
ties to the utmoft extent, (and he 
was by no means inclined to underva- 
lue their confequence, when fo ex- 
crtcd,) to bring this country to unite 
with France, in the projedl of bind* 
ing the whole worlds in one frater- 
nal bond of unity, and banifhing war 
and prieftcraft from: the face of the 
earth. 

^ But this favourite fcheme was foon 
fucceeded, by a variety of others, 
equally interefting and equally prac- 
ticable, which by turns occupied his 
whole attention, and were in their 
turns neglcifted for new ones. The 
fpeculation in which he Mas deeply 
engaged, at the inftant Le Noir in- 
troduced himfelf, was an arrange- 

« 

meiit of the forces of the different 

powers 
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powers of Europe^ according to their 
rcfpedlive natural and political ad- 
vantage's, in fuch a way, as muft (hake 
the prefent republic of France to its 
foundations, ^nd when our hero en- 
tercd, he was a<flually trying to find 
out fome method to fecurd the Ruf- 
fian army, from the inconvenience 
they muft fufFer froni the heat, dur, 
ing a winter campaign in France, 

There could not be a more unfor- 
tunate time for his intrcdudlion, for 
when he opened the nature of his 
miflion, he found Mr. Wilton ftrong- 
ly prepofleffedagainft every part of it. 
When he enquired how the minds of 
the people were inclined, towards a 
reception of the French, he wasaroufed 
by a difplay of the arrangement he 
was preparing, for making every maa, 
ivoaiian and chiy in the ifland^ ufc- 

H 
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ful againft the enemy, in the capa- 
city either of foldier, failor, drum- 
mer or powder-monkey ; turning 
every houfe into a fort, and every 
wood irito an abbatis. 

When he afked the opinion of Mr. 
Wilton, as to the poflibility of land- 
ing a very formidable army, under 
the protection of the Dutch fleet ; 
he found that fleet was already in our 
pofl^eflion, together with Holland 
and Flanders, reconquered by the 
combined, forces of Aufl:;-ia and 
Pruflia. Lifle was clofely befieged^ 
by an army of Ruffian^ ajid Poles, 
under the command of Kofciufco, 
who wa^ recovered from his wounds, 
4^nd h igh in the favour of the emprefs : 
that Lord Moira, after taking Bred, 
aijd burning the French fleet, was in 
full marc}\ to Paris, at the head of 

1 00,000 
voX.^I. H 
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ico,cco royalifts. And that Toulon 
and Marfcilles, were in pofleffion of 
the Turks, whom the imperious Ca- 
therine had put into rcquifition for 
that fervice. 



While Le Noir was liftening with 
aftonifhment, to the detail of thefe 
day-dreams, and conlidering within 
himfelf, v/hat anfwer he fliould make, 
to a perfon employed in fuch deep 
fpeculfitions ; he was relieved from 
his dilemma, by a fervant entering, 
and announcing Mr. Addkhead. 

This Mr. Addlchead was a Britifli 
Senator, hut not finding himfelf of 
the ccnfequencG he expedled, in that 
fjtuation, and being verfed in Ori-' 
cntaMiteraturc, he tujfned his mind 
to the in\ efligatjon of the myftical 
p.Vt cf the hc!y fcripturcs, and by 

puzzling 
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puzzling his brains with Diniel, in 
the Old Tedanient, and the Revela- 
tions in the Nevv^ he at hft fancied 
himfelf infpired to explain, what the 
prophet, and the apoftle had been in- 
fpired to write; till at lift, like Saul 
of old, he caught the enthufiafm, and 
began alfo to prophecy himfelf. 



The two gentlemen, after mutual 
falutations, entered into an argument 
on their refpcd:ivc lludies. While 
the vifionary politician followed up 
vicflory, till having compleatcd the 
conqueft of France, Jie was • confi- 
dering what would be the befl: mode 
of fecuring Europe againft her am- 
bitious views in future; the prophet 
had emptied all the vials of wrath, 
upon his devoted country; and our 
frightened miflionary efFe<fled his 

efcape. 
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cfcape, jufl as he was on the point of 
compleating his work, by unchain- 
ing the great dragon, and turning 
him loofe among us. 



CHAP. 
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E Ndif, ^s foon as he had quitted 
thefe gentlemen, both of whom (and 
furely not without reafonj he con- 
cluded were infected by la maladie 
Anglaife^ bethought himfelf of a let- 
ter he had to a great man, who pof- 

fciTed 
H2 
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fefled an hereditary feat, in the Bri- 
tifh legiflature/ This nobleman, not 
contented with his political confe- 
quence, as well as the deference that 
is paid to rank, as, much in this coun- 
try, as in any other in Europe ; or with 
the power he fliared with his illuf- 
trious compeers, afpired to the high 
dignity of being a fomenter of dif- 
cord, and the head of an unprin- 

« 

cipled faftion. 

To this right honorable, demagogue 
he went, and found his abode among 
the fplendid manfions of Grofvenor- 
fquare. He knocked at the door, 
and enquired boldly for his lordihip^ 
with the confidence of a man, who 
thinks himfelf fecure of a cordial re- 
ception. This confidence however, 
was a little damped, by the furly be- 
haviour of the porter, tkhom at laft, 

though 
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though not without great difficulty^ 
he pcrfuaded to fend his name, and 
letter of recommendation up flairs, ^ 
by. one of the.footmen. . 

After waiting nearly half an hour^ 
among the fervants in the hall, who 
regarded him with no very refpeft- 
ful eye, he \i^as told that my Lord 
was not yet drefled, and deli red to 
wait till his toilet was finifhed ; for 
which purpofe he was flicwn into an 
ante-chamber, where he had the plea- ' 
fure of waiting half an hour longer, 
before he was introduced into his 
Lordfhip's prefence. 

His Lordfhip received him with 
diftant civility, alked coldly after his 
Paris' friends, and received his an*. 
fwers with inattention, his eye being 
principally employed on a paper, 

he 
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he held in his hand, when another 
noble peer and a baronet were intro- 
duced- 



Here a political converfation took 
plac6, between thefe illuftrious per- 
fonages, which turned chiefly on the 
parliamentary debates of the pre- 
ceding night, and in which y6ur 
bouje^ and our bou/e^ my Lord and Sir 
IVilliam, were very prcTminent fea- 
tures, contrary to Le Noir's expec- 
tation, who rather hoped, f/om the 
charader he had heard of the peer^^ 
a diflertation on equality, and thti' 
plainer appellationof citizen. 

In the midft of this edifying dif- 
courfe, a gentleman entered whom 
Le Noir recollected, to be one who 
took a very adlive part, oh the de- 
bate concerning invasion, at the Cof- 

fee-houfc^ 



\ 
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fee-houfe, the evening before. As 
their fcnciments on that occafion had 
perfectly coincided, and, in confe- 
qucnce of that a temporary intimacy 
had taken place between them ; he^ 
felt himfelf relieved by his entrance, 
and went up to him, with all the fa- 
miliarity of an old acquaintance. 

What his feelinofs- were on the re- 
ception he met with, my readers can 
judge from their oivn^ as moll of 
them muft have experienced the 
coldnefs, even of an intimate ac- 
quaintance, when he is engaged Mn 
that fupreme of all human enjoy- 
ments, the company of a great man. 

In truth, one can hardly imagine a 
more prcpofterous piece of mean- 
nels/than the almoft univerfal prac- 
tice oi' cuttings as it is called our 

equals, ^ 
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equals, when in company with thofe 
who in ceremonial rank, and in that 
only, Ave confider as our fuperiors ; 
that poverty and dependancc, ftiould 
bow to opulence and power, is natu- 
ral ; but for a gentleman of refpec- 
table family and Conne(5lions, and 
affluent fortune, to treat his acquain- 
tance, and even his friends with cold- 
nefs and referve, becaufe he happens 
to be in converfation with a man of 
high rank and confequence, is an in- 
ftajice of fuch abfurd meahnefs, that 
one Ihould fuppofe it could not exift, 
at lead among men of {^nh and fpi- 
rit, did not every hour's experience 
convince us of the contrary: indeed 
the pradlice of this defpicable vanity 
is fo univerfal, that though every 
body fpeaks againft it, I really do not 
think I could point out one inftance, 
of a perfon entirely free frem it. 

Neither 
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Neither are any but thofe in the 
higheft fituations, completely ex- 
empted from experierxing its efFedls; 
for even a commoner, walking with 
SI Duke or a Prime Miniftcr, will cut 
an Irifh Lord or a Baronet with as 
little ceremony as he would his tailor 
or his linen draper. 

With this fcene Le Noir was per^ 
fedlly difguft^d ; after all he had 
heard of the high fpirit of the Eng- 
lilh, after all he had read in Voltaire 
and others, of the little regard paid 
to nobility in this country, he was 
ftruck with amazement to find, efpe- 
triaily among men, who called them- 
felves the champions of democracy, 
a marked diftinction between the 
nominally higher, and lower orders 
of fociety, which never exifled in 
his own country when her titled 

arif- 
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» 

ariftocracy vas in its zenith, and 
\\hcn the real diftindlion between 
the different orders, in civil and pp- 
litic^tl confequence, was immenfe. 



«■« 
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A SOCIETY eF LAWYERS. 



A 



FTER leaving this fcene 6f in^ 
folcnce and meanncfs, Le Noir tpofc 
his route towards the Temple, to en- 
quire for a young barrifl-er, of the 
name of Simkins, to ,whom he had 
letters of recommendation. Hefoon 

found 

VOL. II. 1 
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found his chambers, which" were 
neatly and elegantly furnilhed. Mr. 
Sinokins was a young man of genteel 
addrefs, and by no means deftitute of 
information ; but being of too vola- 
tile a difpolition to purfue the dry 
courfe of reading neceffary for the 
attainment of deep legal knowledge, 
he was refolved to acquire legaj 
reputation at leall, at a cheaper 
rate; and inllead of poiring over 
mufty volumes to fiild what the laws 
of his country were, he refolved by 
a lighfer kind of reading to difcov.er 
what they ought to be.* — Jacob's 
Law Didionary, and Blackftone's 
Commentaries, comftof^d his whole 
library of Englifh jupifprudence, but 
his Ihelves wer^ fuificiently crouded 
with the political works of the phi- 
lofophical legiflators of France, aiid 
their learned Englifli coiximcntatoiw. 
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From this gentleman our hero re- 
ceived both a polite and a friendly re- 
ception. He enquired much after 
his Pafifian friends, many of whom 

he found had emigrated, and not a 
few fuffered by the guillotine during 
the various changes of adminiftration 
which had taken place in the French 
republic. But he confoled himfelf 
^'ith the refleftion, that thev had fuf- 
fered in agloriouscaufc, and conclud- 
ed by alking with an air of patriotic 
heroifm, what was the facrifice of 
thoufands, when put in comparifon 

with the glory and happinefs, they 
had purchafed for their country by 
their death ? 

Lb Noir had now for the firft 
time fince his arrival jn England, 
met with a perfon whofe principles 
were perfedly congenial with his 

own. 
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own, and the convcrfation was car-* 
ried on to the mutual fatisfaiftion of 
both. The Englifhman inforrhed hi« 
friend that he was engaged in the 
evening at a club of lawyers, of 
which he was a member, who met 
every week to debate on legiflative 
and literary queftions, where, if agree- 
able, he would introduce him ; a pro- 
pofition that was readily accepted^ 
;ind the two apoftles of liberty, after 
dining together, ^ve|pit at the appoint*^ 
cd hour to the place of rendezvous* 

This coterie confiflied chiefly of 
ftudents, attornics clerks, and young 
men juft called to the bar, intermixed 
with a few old practitioners, (if thofe 
can be fo termed, who hardly ever 
practifcd at all,) whofe legal abili-* 
ties being overlooked, by the frivolous 
pretenders of theprcfent day, inftead 

of 
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of haranguing for a fee in Wcftmin- 
fter-hall, took this opportunity of de- 
tailing their legal erudition gratis for 

the inftrudtion of thefe rifing hopes 
of the ban 

A DEBATE immediately com- 
tnenced, for in every meeting in 
which the gentlemen of the law take 
jEi principal fhare, the converfation 
foon takes that form^ Even if- only 
one or two, efpecially if they are 
very young and have no bufinefs, are 
in a mixed company, they generally 
conti-ive to reduce the whole dif- 
courfe to an argument, in which 
tvtry opinion muft be delivered with 
legal precifion, and every affertion 
fupported by legal evidence* - 

'The bufincfs of the night was 

Opened by a lively barrifter^ who ex- 

pati- 
I 2 
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patiated with much eloquence, oil the 
deviation of the conftitution from 
its original puritv, on the Corruptionr 
of the Houfe of Commons, on the 
increafed influence of the peerage^ 
and the accumulating power of the 
Crown, and advifcd a recurrence t& 
the firft principles of the conftitu-' 
tion, as the only mean of flopping, 
thefe great and increafing evils^ 

To this the pert clerk of an attor^ 
Bcy replied, Recorring to what were^ 
called firft principles, he faid, w'as in» 
fad returning to exploded prejudices* 
That as mankind were gradually 
growing wifcr and better, it was in 
the higheft degree a:bfurd to look for 
models of governrnenr, among the 
annals of* ignorance and vice: That 
our misfortunes did not a^ife from 
q^uitting old forms,, but from conti- 

luiing: 
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iiuirig them when the time of bar-* 
barifm, for which they were calcu- 
laled, were pad ; he reprobated the* 
whole fyftem, which made any por-^ 
tionof railk and property a necef- 
fary qualification either for art heredi^ 
tary fenator, or a popular reprefenta- 
tive, and praifecf the wifdom of the 
French legidators, for levelling every 
impediment that prevented men of 
ability, of whatever rank or defcrip- 
tion, from afpiring to a fhare in the 
government, the' good effed: of which 
was in no inftance more confpicU* 
ous^, than in the admiffion of fo many 
of the inferior order of lawyers, into* 
the National Convqiilion.- 



wbNDERFUL expedient, in- 
^^ deed, (cried another barriftcr) to 
♦* adfliit that difgface to the profefl 

^^fion;^ 



^'^ Debate on the trial hyjury^ 

*' fidn, the petty-fogging attornies 16 
''a fhare in the legiflature/' 

This produced a ftiarp rejoinder 
from the young attorney, and the le- 
gal argument would probably have 
brought on a very illegal decifion, if 
the company had not interfered, and 
reconciled the angry difputants. 

The trial by jury was now intro- 
duced, and the abufe of it reprobated^ 
which naturally led to the danger 
l^^ith which the liberty of the fubjcftj 
(or rather the citizen) was threatened 
by the increafe of conftruftive trea- 
foris* 

This is a fummary account, but 
comprehending all the chief matter 
of a converfation, that lafted feveral 
hours compreffed in a fmall compafs, 

juft 
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jufl: as the reporters of the proceed- 
ings in parliament, contrive to give 
in half a dozen columns of a news- 
paper the fpirit of a twelve hours de- 
* bate, which if detailed at length 
would fill a large quarto volume^ 

The lungs of the young oratoif 
being now fomething wearied, st 
Ihort paufe took place ; when a grave, 
perfonage in a large wig, which feem- 
ed formerly to have fcen fervicc.in 
Weftminfter Hall, who had hitherto 
been only an attentive liftener, bega;|i .^^ 
to harrangue the aflembly in thefe 
words: 



^' I have for feveral years attended 
" meetings of this kind, and have 
/' feen many fucceflive generations of 
'* young pleaders, who exhibited 
*^ their eloquence and learning, with 

'' great 
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'' great brillianc]^^ in private cir- 
^' cles, but whofe voice was never 
'' afterwards heard in our courts of 
"juftice, and this I think isobviouf- 
'* ly to be accounted for. Reafon 
'' and learning muft firft be acquired 
*' bjr ftudy and experience before 
*' they can be fliewn by oratory, but 
'* when oratory is confidered. as the 
" fii-ft acquifition, it is much to be 
^*' doubted if experience and ftudy 
*^ will ever follow. 

,^^ *♦ On^ g^nri«han~teg^ipeU wry 

" learnedly, on the defeds and cor- 
^' ruptions of our conftitution, and 
•' propofed the recurring to the firft 
principles of it as the only way of 
checking their grovv th. Now Ihat 
'^ gentleman's acquaintance withEng- 
^' lifh Hiftory is much more exten- 
*' live than mine if he can point out 

'' the 
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the happy era, when the crown had 
lefs dangerous prerogative, the no- 
'' bility lefs power, or the people 
*' more freedom, than at prefent. He 
*' will undoubtedly find times when 
*' bribery was not employed to obtain 
*' a feat in the Houfe of Commons, 
** for who will be at expence and 
*' trouble to obtain a thing that is not 
^ worth either. Reduct the confe- 
'' quence of the Houfe of Commons 
^ to the fame ftandard it was in car- 
'' lier times, when it was oppreffed 
" and threatened by the prince, and 
'* infulted by the peers. Empower 
*' the yeomen of the guard to fay, as 
'^ was once faid, to a member of Par- 
*' liament oh the opening of the fef- 
*' fion, *' Goodman Burgefs you come 
'^ not here," and you will find as lit- 
^' tic bribery and corruption, as in 

'' the 
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'' the pureft era of our reprefenta- 
^' tion, 

^' As for the gentleman who ap- 
'' plauds the wifdom of the French, 
** for admitting the lower order of 
^* attornies into their legiflative af- 
'* fembly, I fhall not prefume rafhly 
'* to controvert his opinion, as he 
'' appears to be rather of an irafcibte 
'' difpofition. I fhall only fay, I be- 
*' licye that advantage will not be 
*' fo very clear to pcrfons, who do not 
^' belong to that refpeAable body. 
*' Not that I mean to reficc^: on at- 
^' tornics in gepcral, as there is no li- 
^' beral man in that profcflion, who 
*' does not hold in detcflation that 
pernicious vermin, who by their 
chicanery and extortion^ drawdown 
*' unmerited cenfure on rhofe prafti- 
'* tioners ^ho always adl with redli- 

^ '' tpde 
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'^' tudc and honour. But here I rnuft 
*' be quite candid ; as there is no pro- 
'' dudlion of nature, however noxious 
^\ it Hfiay appear, that is not of' fome 
*' advantage to the phyfical world, fo 
'' the deteftable tribe of petty fog- 
'' gcrs arc of fome ufc to the mo-. 
*' ral world. Their proverbial depre- 
" dations deter many a poor man, 
'' born with a litigious fpirit, from 
'' ruining himfelf and family by cn- 
'' gaging in the expences that muft 
^\ attend a law fuit, even in the faireft 
'' hands. And they are fome check 
'* upon that race of provincial ty- 
*' rants, called country 'fquires in the 
'' commiflion of the peace^ As thcfe 
*' gentlemen, however they may dif- 
'^ fer among thcmfelves in country 
*' politics, are always united againft' 
*' poachers and vagrants, whom they 
'* confidcr as the common enemy, the 

'* laws 
K 
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*' laws againft this fpecics of crimi- 
*' nals are often turned to engines of 
*' oppreflion. Now as the more re- 
'* fpeftablc attornies in the country, 

'* are generally connedled either as 
'* ftewards, agents or clerks with 
*' fomc one of thefe Nimrods, the 
* *' only perfons they are at all in awe 
'* of, are the petty-foggers who fome- 
*^ times undertake to bring adlions 
*' againft them upon fpeculation, 

*' To what has be^ faid on the 
*f abufc of juries, and the increafe 
*' of conftrudive trcafons, the late 
*' acquittals would afford a conclu- 
*' five anfwer, did not fome perfons 
♦' think, that bringing a mob to the 
/'doors of a court of juftice, that, 
'' flattering a jury for delivering a ' 
'' verdid, and intimidating fubfe- 
^' quent others by threats of injury, 

<* infults. 
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** infults, and calumny^ ftiould they 
** deviate from that example, was not 
** cxadlly the moft likely mode of 
^^ enfuring ftri6t and impartial juf^ 
*' tice. As for the acquittals them^ 
** lelves, perhaps they were right, as 
'^ it is dangerous for the miniflcrs 
*^ of juftice, to pronounce any adt 
^' criminal, that is not clearly defined 
'^^ fo by the letter of the law, and yet 
*' the reafons on which thefe acquit- 
'* tals were founded feem to be at- 
*' tended with a real, if not a legal 
*' abfurdity. 

*' With all poffible regard fot his 
*' Majcfty's perlon, I mud feel that 
*' the rcafon of its being guarded fo 
*' carefully, that any attempt againft 
'* it, is the highefl crime our laws 
'' know, can arife only ftom its fafety 
*' involving that of the whole ftate. 

'' Now 
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•' Now to make an attack on the fafety 
'* of the whole ftate, through the 
*' king's perfon the higheft of pofli- 
ble crimes, and to make a dired: at- 
tempt to fubvcrt the conftitution 
*' not immediately, though certainly 
*' in confequence, endangering the 
'' perfon of the king no crime at all, 
" feems to me a legal folecifm.'' / 

Here the old gentleman ftopped, 
and as none of the former fpeakers 
chof e to defend their dovStrines againft 
his objedions, owing I fuppofe to 
their contempt of his narrow way of 
thinking, the company foon after dif- 
perfed. 
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R. Simkin the next day intro* 
duccd Le Noir to another gentleman 
of the fame equalizing principles 
'with himfelf, and they introduced 
him in the evening to a club of which 
they both were members^ which 

was 
Ka 
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was inflituted for the purpofc of 
finding out, and efFed:ing, the bed 
mode of reforming the reprcfentation 
of the people in Parliament. 

A MEETING for fo ferious a purpofc, 
was not to be held over any libation 
of an exhilarating nature. Coffee 
and tea were the only refection ad- 
mitted, and the bufinefs began ex- 
actly at eight o'clock in the even- 
ing ; Mr. Chelhire in the chair. 

The debate was opened by an elo-< 
quent fpeech from the Prefident, who 
^ aYter ftating the rriany enormities 
that exilled in our government, all 
of which he contended could be trac- 
ed to the inadequacy of the reprc- 
fentation, but cfpecially the calami- 
ties of the war, the high price of 
provifions, and the unexampled fe- 
veiity of the winter; requefted the 

members 
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members feverally to point outj 
what they efteemcd the beft means of 
remedying this radical defedl ; ad- 
ding that in a multitude of counfellora 
there is fafety» 

The firft fpcaker's propofition 
was, that every individual in the if- 
land, 'except infants ai>d ideots fliould 
have the right of voting* — Juft as he 
was arranging the manner in which 
thefe numerous votes were t© be tak- 
en without confufion among the 
cledlors, or partiality in the return- 
ing officers, a perfon darting up ex- 
claimefl : 

*' And why exclude any clafs of 
" pcrfons whatever from the rightj 
'' the natural inherent right of univer- 
** fal fuffrage ? And why particularly 
''infants and ideots? On the fame 
".pretence you might exclude old 

*' women 
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'* women and madmen, and hcav^il 
** knows who might not be difqualU 
** fied under one or the other of thefe 
•* pretences. Belides, fir, are we not 
'' told that the moft fublimc truths, 
*' have come from the mouths of babes 
'* and fucklings ?-— and do not the 
•f' Mahometans confider ideots, as 
*' afting under immediate infpira- 
''tiom'* 

» 
Another gentleman now arole^ 

and propofed the convention of 

France as a model, and that the 

people at large ftiould choofe ccr^ 

tain perfons, who ftiould nominate 

the reprcfentatives : " In Scotland^ 

•' (he added, for he was a North Bri-» 

'' tain) fomething like this is aftually 

*' the cafe at prcfent, feveral boroughs 

*' eled each aburgefs,and thil^hUfc 

5' the reprcfentatives.** 




^\ 
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** Nothing at all like it anfwered a 
'VHibernian, we manage things bet- 
** ter and more peaceably in Ireland. 
'' We try firft to fettle things arnica- 
'* bly, and if we cannot, we cut one 
*^ anothers throats till we can/* 

^ r 

t 

But neither the vicarious eledlion of 
Scotland, nor the pacific one of Ire- 
laud feemed to pleafe the company, 
who now began to declare their dif- 
ferent opinions promifcuoufly witj|(>$i|t 
paying much regard to the order pre- 
fcribed by the rules of the fociety, 
or the remonftrances of theprefident. 
In truth, tho' the ufe of wine was de- 
nied during the fitting of the .club, 
many of the members, infl:ead of pre- 
vioufly qualifying themfelves for 
fpeaking in publip by the ufe of Dr. 
Hill's tindure of fage, had taken, 
and that not fparingly,, the more plca- 

fant 
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fant cordials either of wine or porttr, 
according to the ability of their ft- 
nances. 



A Thousand difcordstnt fyftem^ of 
reform were now introduced in con- 
fufion, all abfurd in theory and im- 
pradicable in execution. One was 
for reftri(5ling, another for enlarging 
the right of fufFrage \ this was for 
finking, that for raifing the amount 
of the' qualification ; fome were for 
dividing the nation into larger, and 
fome into fmaller iiifl:rid:s, fome were 
for having every voter's name, and 
that of theperfon he voted foi: printed 
and publilhed, and others for flcreen- 
ing his fufFrage by ballot. In fliort 
every thing was propofed that could 
be fuggefted by folly, and uttered by 
impudence. 

In 
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\In themidft of this chaos of debate, 
the gentleman who had fe ably aflert- 
cd the rights of infants and ideots to 
vote, again got up, and after a long 
ftruggle, thefpirits of fome being ex- 
haufted by argument, and moft of 
them either ftupified or fallen alleep, 
he obtained a hearing, and began as 
follows, 

'' I HAVE Gonfidered the tamper of 
'' mankind with great attention, and 
'' I have found without cxception,that 
** wherever people do not adl for 
^' thcmfelves, they are ill ferved ; and 
'' the reafon is obvious. It is much 
'' more eafy to perfuadc others, and 
" even ourfelves that we are qualified 
'' for an office, than to take the trou- 
'* ble of really being qualified. For 
*^ one perfon who, wifhing to be an 
s ^* adlive member of fociety, takes 

''pains 
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'^ pains to acquire the rqquifite ac- 
*' complifliments, a thoiifand ftudy 
'* the tempers and flatter the paflions 
*' of thofe who have the means of em- 
ploying them, and of the fw*ft few, 
not one in tw enty fucceeds, of the 
'' latter multitude not one in twenty 
'' fails. This is the origin of favor- 
^^ itifm in monarchies and popularity 
- '* in republics ; for both are charac- 
" ters of the fame colour, and their 
'^ influence acquired by the fame 
'^ means. When I fee a country 
'^ member, infl:ead of refting his 
'' claim to future confidence, on his 
** indcpcndant and diligent condudt 
^ in Parliament, attending every race, 
*^ aflembly, fox-hunt^ and bowling 
'* club in the county , I fee the exad 
^^ counter part of the man who .gains 
'' the confidence of his fovereign, by 
^^ becoming a pander to his vice, or a 

'* flatterer 
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*' flatterer of his vanity, inftead of 
" being hi^honefl and faithful coun- 
" fellor ; in either cafe the prince 
'^ and the people are alike dupes, the 
'^ favorite and the demagogue cpn- 
*' temptiWe parafites/* 

*' I have m} felf a right to vote in 
•*' more places than one, and I have 
** made it an invariable rule, never to 
give my fuffrage to that candidate, 
who was very folicitous to obtain it. 
It is the undoubted duty of every 
eledtor, to chufe an upright and an 
intelligent man for his reprefenta- 
*' tive. But no man can be very 
^' earnellly anxious tg obtain a fitua- 
'^ tion, where a great deal of trouble 
'* and attendance are only rewarded 
*' by a confcioufnefs of having dif- 
" charged his duty, without an abfurd 
*' vanity in over valuing his abilities, 
vox. II. L ''and 
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*' and his integrity; or a much worfe 
'^ motive, as in general a ftrong de- * 
" lire for power is accompanied with 
*' as ftrong a wilh to abufe it. For 
" this reafon, I firmly believe then 
V the naen beft qualified, in every re- 
*' fpecl to fcfrve their country in Par- 
" liament, are thefe who never put 
'* themfelves in the way of being 
'* chofen. 



^' It is w^Il known that the affairs 
^' of a monarchy, are never fo well 
*' conducted as when an able prince 
*' is his own minifter, but a people 
*' cannot adlfor themfelves, they mud 
** delegate their authority, and the 
'^ beft mode of rcprefentation is that, 
*' which gives the faireft profpedl of 
*' that authority, being delegated ^o 
" the moft proper perfons. 



tK 
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*' Now gcntremen I will mentioa 

the plan, that appears to mc the 

moft likely to accomplifh this pur- 

pofe. I would neither chufe our 

members by open vote nor by bal- 

/^' lot; but by lotas our militia-men 

" are ehofen ; by adopting this me- 

^' thod there would at leaft be a 

'^ chance, that fome. men might be 

' ** ehofen the moft fit to be entrufted 

*/ to watch over our welfare ; and our 

' *' deareft rights would not be left, to 

'' the care of thofe, of all men the 

^' leaft proper to protedl them, and 

«^ to whom thepurchdfer of a venal 

** borough is comparatively an inde- 

*' pendani fchator, Imean the knave 

*' who buys and betrays olir confi- 

•' dence, by the fervile and defpica- ' 

ble arts of popularity. 

^' I KNOW 
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'* I KNOW Shenffone has twice vin-* 
*' dicated popularity, which he fays 
'' arifes from an amiable caufc, the 
*' love of being beloved. But popu- 
** larity is fcldom confidered as an 
*' end, but as a mean of obtaining 
'' another end ; a man who courts 
" popularity feels the fame pleafure 
•* in being beloved with a mercenary 
*' beauty, who ufes her charms as the 
" engines of avarice or ambition/^ 

Here he finifhed his eccentric ha- 
rangue, which was received with a 
murmur between applaufe and cen- 
fure, and many allowed there were 
fomc traits of reafon in it, intermixed 
with a large portion either of abfur- 
dity or irony, they could not cxadly 
determine which. And here ended 
the debate on parliamentary reform, 
but which was fuccecded by a debate 
of another kind, 

CHAR 
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CHAP: XXX. 



A DEBATE ON THE REFORM CXF THE 
DEBATING CLUB. 



■A 



MOTION had been made at the 

preceding meeting, and which was 

to be taken into confideration at this, 

after the public bufinefs of the fo- 

ciety was clofed, for putting the clec-<i 

tion 
L 2 
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tion of the prefident, and the ge- 
neral management of the club un- 
der new regulations, and into other 
hands than thofe where they were at 
prefent vefted. The perfon who 
brought forward this propofition con- 
tended, that much abufe had crept 
into every part of the arrangement; 
that many rules incapable of being 
obferved were adopted, and thofe few 
that were good were never carried 
into execution, and that the whole 
management was monopolized, by 2l 
few felf-appointed members^ under 
the fpecious name of a committee, 
to the exclufion of all the reft, w ho> 
had an equal right to be confulted i 
and he concluded by moving, that a 
new committee fliculd be appointed, 
to take into confide^^ation the flatc 
•f the fociety^ and report it to the 
next meeting. 

This 
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This was warmly oppofcd^ fom6 
urged that no grievances exifted, 
while others difplayed at large the 
danger of innovation in a iociety, 
which had hitherto anfwered the puf- 
pofe for which it was intended, and 
the difficulty to know how far eveil 
fmall changes might extend, ulti- 
mately perhaps to its compleat dif- 
folutioUi. 



One perfoil, whd wis a mbft 
violent democrat, faid, he perfevflljr 
agreed with the mover, thatt grestt 
abufes did exift in the adminiftratiort 
of the focictfy ; but totally difagreed 
as to the remedy propofed. He 
felt the monopolizing fpirit of the 

committee, but that fpirit would be 
the fame in any other. It is not this 
or that committee that was bad, but 
committees themfelves^ and till they 
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were abolifticd the evil complained 
of mufl cxift ; why (hould fix men 
be wifer than fixty ? Let the fqciety 
at large take the management of its 
own affairs^ and let every regulation 
be framed by all the members, who 
happen to be prefent. - 

This propofition was immediately 
adopted by acclamation, and the 
whole fociety immediately proceeded 
to bufineis. But as the adoption of 
the plan, was the only thing in which 
they were unanimous, and as that 
adoption had annulled all the previa 
ous rules for keeping any order in 
their debates, all were defirfcus of 
fpeaking and none of hearing. This 
of courfe produced much clamour 
and confufion, which was gradually » 
increafedby its own exertion, till the 
alTembly became another Babel ; for 

thofe 
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thofe who were too diffident to ex- 
ert their eloquence, when they drew 
the attention of the whole room, em- 
braced this opportunity of exercifing 
their lungs at lead, if not their ora- 
tory, when all fpake and none at- 
tended,* 

Words however did not continue 
long the fole arguments. Thofe moft 
earneft in the debate, finding it im- 
poflible to gain the attentioo-of the 
whole room, detailed their fentiments 
to their neighbours, and as thefe fen- 
timents were fometimesr difcordant, 
and the mode of enforcing them was 
not r(?R:raincd by the ear of the whole 
company, warm argument foon4cin- 
dlcdinto perfonal abufe, which by as 
^ 4iatural a procefs came to perfonal 
violence, and in a fhort time many of 
the company exhibited bloody nofes 

aud 
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and broken heads. The furniture of 
the roonn began alfo to fufFer, as well 
tables and chairs, asthe more fragile 
ornaments of the bcaufet, till at laft 
the landlord found it neceflary to in- 
terfere, -and by the affiflrancc of the 
watchman, obliged the aflembly to 
adjourn^«^ die^ fwea:ring he would 
never fuffer another reforming club 
to enter his doors. 
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EULOGItfw ON DESPOTISM. 



O 



U R hero and his aflbciatcs left 
this fcenc of confufion, and went to 
pafs the remainder of the evenings at 

_ _ • 

a cofFee-houfc hear the temple. They 
were joifned on their way by the pa- 
radoxical gentleman^ who had been 
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fo confpicuous in the firft debate, but 
was both filent and inadive in the 
laft. 

They naturally fell into difcourfe 
on the fcene they had juft left, and 
Mr. Simkins obferved oh the im- 
pradiicability of a multitude govern- 
ing by themfelves, and was going on 
w ith a panegyric of reprefentative af- 
fcmblies, if freely chofcn, when he 
^vas thus cut fhort by the ftranger. 



'^ Impossible for a multitude to 
^* govern Sir? I fay it is not more 
*' impoffible for ten thoufand, than 
''for ten, or even two to govern; 
*' from the na^ture of things they are 
''equally impoflible ; from the be- 
" ginning of time there never has 
" been, and to the end of time there 
" never can be any other form of go- 

" vernment^ 
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5' vcrnment, than the arbitrary will of 



*' one man." 



On the other's exprefling the ut- 
mod degree of furprife at this ftrangc 
aflertion, the man of paradox went 
on : *' I am aware of the novelty of 
'' this dodlrine, but I am neverthelcft 
** firmly convinced of the truth of 
'* it, as I am fure every one will be, 
" who will examine the matter im- 
*' partially, and confult his reafon 
*' and his experience, inftead of his 
„ prejudices. 

'' There is in fadl no exifting go- 
vernment but monarchy. Under 
whatever form the government of 
a country may nominafly be, it is 
always aftually adminiftered by 
^' one perfon only. This -does not 
^' extend to political fyftena^ alone, 

CC yr 
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•' it originates in tlie nature of man, 
*' Oncacft, one deliberation can only 
*' proceed from one perfon. This is 
*' obvious in every concern of life, 
*' from the management of an cm- 
'* pire to a cottage. It muft be re^ 
*' membered however, that this def- 
•^ potic power is by no means always, 
or indeed often lodged where it is 
fuppofed to be. For one kingdom 

* 

that is governed by the king, on/: 
'* hundred are governed by the mi- 
** nifter. For one family that is ma* 
*' naged by the mafter, ten thoufand 
•' at Icaft are managed by the wife. 
*' As for the mode in which defpot- 
^* ifm is exercifcd^ in thefe abomi- 
'' nable tyrannies which arc called re- 
'^publics, the proceedings of any 
^' public meeting will fufficiently iK 
^' luftratc; 

^'SlTPPO^fi 
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*' Suppose a number of independ- 
'ant perfons aflembled^for thepiir- 

^ pofe of procuring an inclofure or 

^ a turn-pike bill, of addrefllrig the 

* king, or petitioning the parliament* 
' How do they proceed, while they 
' are in a body, nothing can be done^ 
' after a great deal of noife and non- 
' fenfe, a committee is appointed to 
' fettle the form of the proceedings, 
' and draw up the refolutions; They 
' retire to do this, and the noife and 
' nonfenfe recommences. Now the 
' defpot comes forward, Mr. Plaufi- 

* ble is placed in the chair, either by 
' his own offer, or called on by fomc 
' of his fatcllites ; he writes, the com- 

* mittee approves, ahd the general 
' meeting ratify. And this is the 
' cafe, with fome few trifling dif- 
' ferences, (as fometimcs a nominal 

* defpot is placed in the chair, whom 

*• the 
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'♦ the real defpot flatters and govci'ns) 
*' in' ever/ public meeting I ever 
'' faw, from the houfc of Commons, 
*' to a catch club. 

'' There is an obfervation I have 
** alfo made about your democrats, 
*' they are generally your halif-begot- 
ten whipperfnappers, ^\ho in the 
ra-fl commpriotp would be trod to 
pieces, while your ftout jolly fel- 
^* lows are almoft always loyal fub- 
'* jefts and peaceable citizens; is it 
" not enough to make one fick to 
*^ hear fuch an abortion as that Mr. 
*' Spindle, who without the ftrength 
*' of a loufe, or the fenfe of a grey 
'' hound puppy, has a beautiful wife 
'' and a large fortune, prating about 
equality and the righj:s of man, as 
if any thing but the accidental dif- 
*^ tribution of fortune, could have 

** given 
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'' given him poflcflion either of beauty 
^' or affluence. Place that man in a 
^'ftatc-"{if fuch a ftatc could be) 
^' where all are equal, he could gain 
his bread only by beggings and he 
would find it difficult indeed to get 
'^ 1 beggar woman, even though fhe 
'' was old and deformed %o marry 
♦'him*'* 
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CHAP. XXXIL 



AdVENtUilE IN A ftOFfEE-MOMfe 

A His ci^nvcrfation led them t<5 
the place of their deftination, which 
they entered together, and feating 
themfelves called for the newfpaperSi 
Their attention was foon drawn ofF^ 
by a youi^ man in a military drefs, 

%ha 
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who threw down a paper he was read- 
ing, and exclaimed : ** This is cruelly 
'^ hard indeed, (I am afraid he iifed 
*' a more prophane epithet) that fuch 
*' things Ihould be, here is a boy had 
"juft got the rank of Lieut. Col* 
'' who has not been in the army above 
*^ a twelve months and I have only 

*' juft got a company* ** 

This fpcech, ihort as it Was, rd-» 
ceived the cmbellilhment of feveral 
of the epithets jull alluded to« 

^* StR, (faid an old officer who^fat 
** at ail adjoining table) if you have 
a company, I do not conceive yOU 
cart have any great caufe for com^ 
" plaint, as from your age you cannot 

** have been any long time in the fer- 
V vicc^ I Sir, luive only the rank of 

*' captaia 
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*' captain, and was in the army many. 
'' years ^ before you could have been 
«' born." 

This reproof flopped tbe young 
man for a moment, but his voiatiie 
fpirits foon got over the check, and, 
be continued his cenfure$ of the ar- 
rangement of the army, and particu-^ 
larly of the fcand^llous effedls of in-I 
fluence and intereft, in putting boys 
over the lic^ds of older officers, of 
Mrhich he recurred again xx^ his firft 

mentioned example, as a moft ftrik^. 
inginftance* 

This converfation foon afrcfted 
tjieattention of our hero and his com- 
panions, arid at lafl they entered intd 
d communication of ideas with the 
young foldier, whofe fpirit feemed in 
fome mcafure congenial yvith their 

ownji 
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7own; encouraged by the attention 
they gave him, his complaints grew 
more violent and his expreflions more 
unguarded, till at laft, ufing the ex- 
prcflion of foldier-citizen, (for he 
had bosn in the Weftminfter Militia) 
and laughing at the abfurdity of mi- 
litary prejudices, it induced Lc Noir 
to introduce the army of France. 

In the courfe of his panegyric 
on the foldicrs of France, he men- 
tioned with peculiar ajpplaufe, their 
want of perfonal attachment to their 
officers ; and he praifed them for hav- 
ing given up^that abfurd point of mi- 
litary honor, which occafioned duels. 

If a man was angry, he faid, aflaf- 
lination might be excufable becaufe 
it was natural,* but to hazard life on 

equal 

♦Le Noir is a plagiary here, he ha$ borrowed this 
cowardly diabolical pofition, from a treatife againU 
prejudices, by one of the modern philofophers of Fraace. 
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equal terms in iingle combat, with a 
j^crfon who has injufcd us, is jta ab- 
furdi ty to which no name ean be 
given; but thank heaven, faid he, 
the age of chivahy is pafl: with us, 
ourfoldiers, when impelled byafcnfe 
of the facred duties of freedom and 
equality, are neither checked by the 
commJuids of the officers, the refpedt 
to rank and virtue, the tears of kneel- 
ing beauty, or the cries of weeping 
infancy, warm in the facred caufe, on 
.they go 

'' To their infernal mafter the de- 
" vil (cried the young officer) the 

• 

*' proper rcwarder of fuch bloqdy 
^* hell hounds. A foldier who dif- 
*' obeys his commanding officer, who 
^' can be capable of ufing any woman, 
^' and efpecially a pretty woman 
*' ill, is a fcoundrel that ought to be 

'^ kicked 
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'* kicked out of i:ornpany, as well as 
*' thofc who arc rafcals enough to dc^ 
*' fend fuch abominable dodlrines," 



Saying this the young captain 
jumped up, fully determined to exe- 
cute this piece of juftico^, and as he 
fcemed by no means deficient i;j 
ftrength orfpirit, and the majority of 
the company (moft of whom were 
military men) appeared rather inr- 
clined to fecbnd his efforts thanep*. 
pofe them,, while his two legal friends 
flood neuter, having no inclination 
to engage perfonally in an adlian of 
aflault and battery ; Le Noir would 
certainly have been turned out of the 
room violently, had not th"? (iM of- 
ficer interfered. 

He declared his difapprobation of 
the indcccrlf andfcditious fcntimcrits, 

the 
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the fl ranger had uttered, yet he could 
not but own, that he had partly been 
led on by the unguarded cxpreflions, 
bv the intercfted as well as unfound- 
ed complaints of the young Englilh- 
man, who certainly had very'litile 
right to be difcontepted \rith hk 
ntnk in the army. He added, if gen- 
tlemen would indulge thcmfelves in 
wantonly abufing government, for 
not doing more for them, when if 
there is any blame, it is for havii^ 
already done too much, they had no 
right to be angry if ftrangers, and 
cfpccially foreigners, fliould miflakc 
capricious difcontent for rooted dif- 
nffedion^ and deliver thdr ov\ n opi- 
laions accordingly, 

Tkis remark al%ed the external 
if not the internal refentment <jf the 
young i^arricrs, and encouraged i^ 

Noir 
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Noir to refume his favourite topic, 
and to enlarge particularly on the 
fincere and fraternal regard his coun- 
trymen had for the people of Eng- 
land, however much they might b^' 
oiFendcd with the Englilh govern^ 
ment. / 



" Hold, Sir, (cried the old officer) 
'^ here I muft differ from yoii ; I 
*' have had feme experience, and 
'^ have ftill fome recollc(3:ion of the 
''behaviour of the French to the 
''people of this country; and I am 
*' convinced their averfion to us is 
'' rooted. Our common people it 
" is true are apt to infult and laugh 
*' at the Frenclj, and your common 
'' people ufed to flatter the Englifti 
'' for the money they fpcnt among 
.''them, and hence ours were cen- 
"fured for national prejudice, and 

""yours 
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" yours extolled for liberality of fen- 
'^ timent. But wc never hated you, 
'' as you have done us. In whatever 
^* fituationyou have been, thedepref- 
*^ fion of England has been your fa- 
*^vouritc objed:. When we banilhcd 
*' a race of tyrannic princes, you 
^ ftraincd every nerve to force them 
** and their government again upon 
^' us. When we wanted to recover 
*' our revolted colonie$, you then, 
^* though r.giinfl the principles of 
*^ your own government, trumpeted 
«' the doctrines of independance in 
•^ their ears, you knew the experi- 
*^ meat was hazardous to vou, it 
'' proved fatal ; but you knew alfo 
^^ ycu could injure us by the atternpt, 
^' and that was fufficient. 



\ 



" As an abfolute monarchy you 
'^ were our inveterate cncmiesy as an 

** unprin- 
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*' unprincipled anarchy you are our 
'^ inveterate enemies, whatever may 
*' be our refpecftive relation to each 
*' other, you always conflder our hap-. 
'' pinefs as your mifery, our depref-i 
'' lion as ycur exaltation. Thefe 
'^ are fentiments that no Englifliman 
'' feels with regard to you, but the 
*' reafon is obvious. No one hate;^ 
*' the enemy he defpifes, but even an 
'' indifferent perfon becomes the 
*' hated enemy of thofe, who both 

^* envy hirti and fear him.' V 

Here the officer ceafed, whether 
the reafon he afligned for the different 
kind of animofity, in which the rival 
nations hold each other, wHs entirely 
juft or tindlured by "national preju- 
dices, the impartial reader will judge. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 






OUH HE!lO TALLS IN WITH A PARTY, WHO 
POSSESS THE REAL SPIRIT OF 
EQUAllZATION. 

X HE three friends now parted for 
the night, and in the morning ouf 
adventurer as ufual, repaired to a 
cofFee-houfe for his breakfaft, always 
chufing a new onr, as variety of ac- 
quaintance 
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quaintancc was one of his particular 
dbjcds* 

He now chofe one of no very prd- 
tnifing appearance, to iiiveft.gaLc the 
higher and middle ranks was lot fo 
much his end, as to found the ailpo- 
fitiojn of thofe juft above the popn- 
lace, whom he expecled to find in the 
metropolis, better inclined towards 
his favourite fyftcm than any other; 
for as to perfons pofleffingevenamo-- 
derate fhare of property, he had i\aw 
learned from, experience, however 
fond they might be of theoretical 
equality, they were not fond of ha- 
zarding any ftep towards the prac- 
tical part, , . 

• • 

But on entering the coffee-houfe,. 
to his great furprife he found a party 
of a vcry^ genteel appearance featcd 

at 



138 ^be party turn cut to he 

at one of the tables. He fat Bown 
near them, and with the ufual affa- 
bility of his country, made fome at- 
tempts to join in the converfation^ 
which he was agreeably furprifed to 
find were not repelled with that cold- 
nefs, which is ufual in the people of 
this country when addre.ffed by 
ftrangers. 

TijE prefent party were of l.dif- 
fer^t complexion, they received hisf 
overtures of friendly communication 
with pleafure/ from which circum- 
ftanccs and the polite freedom of their 
manners, he conjedlured they had 
been fome time abroad, and in this he 
Mas not miftaken. 

After fome defultory fenrvarks off 

the common occurrences of the day, 

^. LeNc/ir 
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A iand of Pick-Pockets *J9 

Le Noif begin to fearch for the po-^ 
litical opinions of his companion^, 
and to his infinite delight, found thcni 
after his own heart* The levelling 
of rank and eqiializltiort of property^ 
were meafure^'they adopted in their* 
fulled extent^ and a clofe league df 
amity was immediately dntered into 
between thefe gentlemen and our ad-* 
venturer, whom they admitted as art 
affociate. 

Such of our readefs as are ndt 
much convcrfant with the metropolis^ 
may perhaps be furprifed to find, 
that this elegant party was iii faft a 
gang of gentlemen pijrkpockets, fueh 
as the noted Barrington, and other 
worthies, *whg drefs in the moft 
fafhionable .manner, mix with the 
moft fafhionable company, frequent 
every piace of amufement, live well, 

inhabit 



" 140 '^he appearance of this party 

inhabit good houfes, artd pay theif 
tradefmen pun^flualIy, and all this by 
depredations on the public. 

That this evil has long exifled i^ 
tvell known, bath to the legidaturc* 
^nd the m^giftrates ; but it is not to 

be fo cafiljr remedied, as fome fan- 
guiiie reformers are apt to im^agine ; 
a thoufand plans plaulible in theory 
may be fuggefted, but the queftion is? 
whether any of thofe plans can be put 
in execution, without reducing the 
Englifh fubjedl to fuch- occafional 
Tcftridlion, that no Englifhman eithe/ 
could, or fhould endure* 

Qua watches and purfes are un- 
doubtedly valuable, byt afc they Worth 
preferving, (wheli not taken wiuh 
Tiolence) by the facrifice of th^t ab- 
folute freedomj that power cVery in- 
dividual 
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dividual enjoys of doing what he 
pieafes, if not adting againft fome 
pofiti ve law ; which never was enj oy ed 
under any form of civil fociety, but 
the Britilh conllitution ; and which 
he is a bold partizan of fpeculative 
theory, againft accumulated experi- 
ence, who will augur can ever be en- 
joyed under any other. 

With this party did Le Noir 
fpend his day, and his evening ; after 
fupper it was agreed that they ftiould 
go together to the mafquerade, which 
happened to be on that night. Hir- 
ing therefore mafks and dominos^ 
they all fet out ibr the Opera houfe. 



h. * im 



CHAP. 



143 Curious diventuns 






CHAP. XX5JIV. 






A »^asqueRade scene anix its 

CONSEQUENCE. ^ 



N 



OTHING particular pafTed in the 
early part of the night, as nothing is 
fo infipid as an Englilh mafquerade 
before fupper, though nothing is more 
diflblute and riotous than one after 
fupper. 

But 
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But as foonas-the company were 
fufficiently elevated by the good things 
of the fupper room, and the hours 
of morning advanced, our hero'$ 
new friends began to exercife the 
dexterity of their fun<5i:ion, tiil at lai| 
one making rather a bold pufh at an 
officer's watch, whofe tailor in the 
conflrudiion of the fob, had more 
conlidercd his cuftomer's property^ 
than the advantage of the light fin- 
gered fraternity, he was feized in thQ 

Immediately the whole gang 
tried to extricate their comrade, 
.but he was in the poffeflion of a ft out 
Hibernian, whofe gripe was not 
ealily eluded or his refolution eafily 
fbakcn. They then took olF their 
mafKs, and appearing as.gcritlelnert, 

tried to intercft the company in his 

• favour* 
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favour. Some faying they knew him 
to be an officer, and threatening the 
. captor with the confcqucnces of mi- 
litary refentment, while others af- 
fuming the charafter of lawyers, 
^ried to intimidate him by the confe- 
quences of legal proftcution. 

The Irifti officer was tiot of a 
temper to be alarmed/ by the threats 
of either civil or ^ military ven- 
geance. He aflerted he had caught 
him in the aft of picking his pocket, 
and was determined to detain him, 
let the confequences be what they 
might. 

His comrades now tried to libe- 
rate him by violence, and many of 
the lookers on, deceived by his gen- 
teel appearance, and that of his 
f] lends,, joined in the attempt ; when 

luckily 
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luckily the officers of jufticc who 
w^re in the room, to protedt the 
company againft fuch depredators, 
came up and interfered. They im- 
mediately knew thf whole' party to 
be of fufpicious, or rather notorious 
charat^ler, and after fome trifling c^- 
pofition they fecured them all, as 
well as fome of thofe who had too ac- 
tively aflifted in the refcue/ and they 
were all, including our hero, con* 
veyed to the round houfe. 

In the ihorning they were taken 
before a magiftrate, which happened 
to be the fame before whom Le Noir 
had appeared on the crimping bufi- 
nefs. • 

On enquiring into the affair the 
defign of the whole gang was fo no- 
torious, and their connexion with 

the 
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the perfoh taken in the fodl, fo evi- 
(dcntly proved, both by the Iri0i pffi^^ 
ccr arid the conftables, that they 
were all committ^ for trial. But it 
appearing that th^ ftarijders by who 
Jiad ii>tcrfered, were deceived by the 
genteel appearance, ^nd plaufihle 
pretences of the criminals, and hadt 
no real intention of interrupting th^ 
execution of the Jaw, or infislting its 
liiinifters, they were difmiflcd after 
Receiving a reprimaad from the ma^ 
giftrate, with a caution not always to . 
judge of perfons by their d^efs and 
appearance. 

Among thcfe Le Noir had thp 
good luck to be inftludcd, and he 
V. ould have gone off v. ith the reft> 
if the worthy n^agillrate on recolr- 
Icciing his face, had not thought it 
pght as he was a foreigner, to warn 

him 
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him particularly from keeping com- 
pany with perfons he did not well 
know, as he had once before been 
near fuflfering feverely, from an indiX- 
Gretion of the fame kind* 

While he was lifteniilg to his wor- 

mipful monitor, a naval officer carfis 
in, bringing with him a genteel 
young Frenchman, to have a cerfcifi-- 
i^atc under the Alien BilL 

The Freiichniail on feeing Le Noir 
inftantljr changed colour, and turning 
found whifpered fomething very 
earneftly to his friend, who addreflT-* 
ing himfelf to the magiftratc, in- 
formed him the young foreigner de- 
clared he knew Le Noir well, and 
knew him to bear a mod infamous 
charader. 

The 



148 Recognized by Chevalier Flarevville 

Thi ftranger's eyes, while this 
wai pafling were lighted up with in- 
dignation/and Le Noir hung down 
his head with every fymptom of fhame 
and fear. And at this the reader 
will not wonder, when he \^ informed 
that the young Frenchniai}, was the 
Chevalier Florcnville, who has been 
already mentioned in this hiftory. 

The Chevalier opened to the ma- 
giftratc all he knew of Lc Noir, 
through the fea officer who inter- 
preted for him, as he Ipoke little 
Englifti. On this teftimany of his 
bad charadler, and fome perfons 
proving that he had been the whole 
day in company with the gang, an 
border was made to commit him to 
the fame place of confiaement with 
the reft. 

CHAP. 
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C01f;fCtUSlOi^ Of THE STORY OF THB 
• COUNT DE TOURNELLEiS, AND 
THE FAIR ADELAIDE. 



W: 



HILE the comrnitment waid 
Inaking out another gentleman was 
announcitd. This proved to be Mr* 
Newcomb, who being in town upon 
bufinefsj come to the office on a vifit 

to 

o a 
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to one of the magiftrates^ who was^ 
hi& particular friend. 

Among other things the circuni- 
ftance of the cafe which had juft been 
heard, with the name of Le Noir 
being mentioped, Mr. Newcomb de- 
fired to fee him, and on his being 
brought up to the bar, diredly re- 
cognized the- face of the perfon who 
had been introduced into his^ houfe 
by Dr. Port well. 



A« he was informing the magiftiuttf 
what he had heard of him at Win- 
chefter, he of courfe was led to men- 
tion the name of fhe Count dc Toirr- 
nelles. The CKevalier caught at this 
with an agony of impatience, artd 
foon learned through the riiedium ef 
his Englifti friend, that his lovely 
Adelaide and ter father, were not 

only 



Adelaide fafe in London: t^t 

only fafc and in England, but aduall/ 
at the prefent moment in London, 

having come Up for the fole purpofe 

of enquiry after the Chevalie^, at 

whom they had heard fome vague 
reports^ from a French prifor^ lately 
brought to Winchefter- 

Mr. Newcomb immediately took 
the Chevalier to th^ Count's lodg- 
ings, when the rapture that attended 

the unexpedled meeting, may be 
better conceived by the imagination 
than defcribed by* the pen# 

Whem the firft dffufions of lovd 
and affe^ion had fublided, curiofity 
took its turn ; and the Chevalier wa:^ 
dcfired to give a recital of all that 

had happened to him, fince their fe- 
paration at Tpulon* 

The 



I^i The Chevalier s nUrra^sv^ 

The narrative related many halt- 
breath efcapes from death or inaprlw 
foiiment, and nuny dreadful fcenesp 
cff devaftation and bloodllledj that 
he had witneffed in his journey from 
'J'oulgi^ through the different pro- 
tinces of France, till he reached thef 
frontkrs of Germany^ 

There he joined a body of emi-sr 
grants, who made a part of the im^ 
perial army, and who were afterwards 
detached for the defence of Holland. 
On the irruption of the French into 
that wretched and infatu^d country i 
he was expofed to new and greater 
dangers.' His regiment wa§ too *far 
lidvanced into the country, to ^ccom-i 
pany the Britiih and Imperial armie^^ 
in their retreat. Finding thcfnfclvt* 
preffed by their itnRl^cable fellow 
countryjDen in front, and dcfcrted 

€f 
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or rather betrayed on every fide, ^f 
the treacherous and daftardly Hol- 
landers, they were compelled to dif- 
bandandfeektheirfafety individually. 

'^ The fcene thit I nciw witneffed 
*' (he faid) exceeded in horror, if 
" poflible, thofe which I had expe- 
'^ rienced before* I faw my brave 
" Companions in arms, hunted from 
'' their retreats like beads of prey. 
" I faw them either fhfot in the pur- 
'' fuit, ot butchered in cold blood by 
'* dieir mercilefs perfecutors, while 
** the bare and treacherous mifcreants 
'^ whom they came to protedl, tried 
'^ t® acquire favour with their new 
*' matters, by difcovering every place 
'' of their concealment." 

/' It was • fomc confoktion to fee 
*' thcfe wretches reap the fruits of 

'' theix" 
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*' their own perfidy and cowardice,*! 
*' beheld them expofed. to the worft 
*' of all calamities that can fall uport 
*' a nation. Miferable andf cruel as 
*' tht iituation of my own country 
♦' is, wc have at leaft preferved bur 
^' independence, it is our own arm 
*' that detlroy§ lis ; but the people o( 
^'-^ Holland have bowed to a foreign 
*' yoke. They Wd every thing that 
^' is dear to them as med and as citi- 
J^ zens, from the precarious will ef 
^' an infulting and vidlorious encmy^ 
'* and fervitude would be imbittcjoedi 
" by the infamy .of fubmilitiog to it 
*^ without a ftrugglc, were they not 
*^ callous tof every fenfe of virtue and 
*' honour. There is one point only 
*' i;i which they are tremblingly alwe^ 
^' I mean their property ; when that 
*' is put in a ftate of requifition by 
*' their new allies, they will feel all 

*' the 
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/' the horrors of their fate, and like 
''the Cartha^nians of old;* th cy will 
5' pour the tear of anguiih and de- 

f ' fpair over their devoted wealth, 
f' that never flowed w hen they faw 
^' their fields, their cities, apd their 
f^ fleets in the ppfleffipn of an armv 
f^ of ftrangers, 

f' Among 



f Now ?unic pride its final eve jfurvey'd, 
lU hofts cxbauftcd, and its fleets on fire ; 

Patient the Viftor's lurid frown obcy'd, 
And faw th' unwilling elephants retire. 

But when their gold depreCi'd the yielding fcale, 
Their gold in pyramid ic plenty piled ; 

+ He faw th* unutterable grief prevail, 
He faw their tears and in his fury fmil'd. 

t 

, ^^y weep ye now* yc faw with tearlefs eyf. 
When your fleet perilKVl on th« Punic wave, . 
W'here lurk'd the cov^ard tear, the lazy figh. 
When Tyre's impefial ftatc conamenced a flove? 
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" Among fuch fcenes of Tiorror . 
" the care of my own*life fecmed 
'• hardly an objeft, but ihe^natural 
'* impulfc of felf-prefervati^ dcter- 
^' mined me not to throw it wantonly 
*^ away. — After many dangers, I with 
'' a few of my friends, got to j:hc 
'^ borders of the fea, or rather of the 
*' vaft flieets of ice, that now formed 
'' its fliores. We faw feveral veflels 
'/ at a diftance but it Mas impoflible 
*' for them to appr<!!)ach. Here we 
^' were overtaken and nearly fur- 
*' rounded, by.a large party of French 
*' and Dutch republicans. Our 
^' death now appeared inevitable^* 

^' and 



* M. JoRYNiAc DE Meard in hi» account of the 
thirly-cight hours agony, mentions the determination of 
liDifelf and his fricr<ls, to receive the iflroke of death 
wit! cut rrfjAi-nce, as the beft mode of avoiding pain. 
But is bcdily pain the chief horror of death ? furely 
thf perfon who f?lls in tic aa of refiftancc difarras 
his diffolutioB of half its terrors^ 



Narrative concluded. 157 

*' and our only remaining care was to 
*' render our *own deftrucftion as fatal 
^' as poffiBIc to our enemies. At 
^' this crilical moment a party ' of 
*' Englilh , failors, commanded by 
'' this gallant and humane officer 
^^ feeing our fituation, pulled in their 
** boats as near to the fhore as the 
*^ ice would permit, and getting upon 
*' it ran to our allillance; on their 
'' approach they gave a fhout, and 

" charged the enemy fword in hand, 
^' with the fury of lions, who though 
^' greatly fupcrior to us all in num- 
^' bers, fought their fafety by flight. 
*' We were immediately conveyed in 
" the boat to an Englifli frigate, which 
'' landed us in fafety x)n this hofpita- 
*' ble Ihore; which now prefents mc 
with objedls, that convince me my 
Mife was worth preferving.'^ 



cr 
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1 5^ . Happy Urmination of the 

Thf. Count and his beautiful daugh*- 
ter, were divided between expreflion 
of joy, for the unexpcdcd fafety of 
the Chevalier, and gratitude to his 
brave and generous deliverer^ whofc 
good offices did not end here. He 
was a younger fonof a nobkman high 
in power, to whofe protection he re- 
commended the unfortunate waij- 
derers, and who obtained a comfort- 
able fubliftence for them, till happier 
tijnes may reftorc them to their na- 
tive feats and paternal inheritance. 
They felt their dcpreflion lefs, from 
knowing they had not meanly aban- 
doned their country as too many of 
the noblelTG had done on the firft 
profpcd: of the fiorm, but had ftrug- 
glcd to the laft againft it, and had 
not foriakcii rheir ftation while it was 
tenable. 

The 



Chevalier* s misfortunes. 759 

The Chevalier foon afterwards 
received the hand of his beloved Ade- 
laide , and if the fatality that hangs 
over their own infatuated country, 
Ihould never permit therh to return 
in peace to its bofom^ this country 
will not ' be aiham^d of having 
adopted the children of honour, vir- 
tue and fidelity. 



CHAk^. 



i6o Le No it undergoes a triMl, 
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WHICH CONCLUDES THIS HISTORY. 



O 



UR adventurer remained inpri-i 
fon till the liext feilionsj when he wai^ 
tried for the felony with his com- 
rades. The reft were convidled and 
lentenced to be tranfported to Bo** 
tany Bay. But Le Noir had not the 
honour of extending his political 
mifTion to fo diftant a region; for as 

no 



And is acquitted. lit 

ti6 fafi appeared to implicate hira 
in theadtual coiximifli^n afthc crinffc, 
though maa)^ circumftances were 
againft him, and his characler was 
proved to be very bad, he was ac-« 
quitted* 

But the iegiflature having wifel/ 
armed the executive government, 
With a power of fending away fiich 
adlive citizens of at neighbouring na-* 
tion, as, migrate Jaither for the pur-*^ 
pofe of imparting to us the fame li^ 
bcral fyftem they have eftablifhed at 

4 

home, and there being abundant 
proof of Le Noir's great diligence 
in forwarding this benevolent in ten-* 
tion, he was compelled under the 
authority of the Alien Bill, to leave 
the kingdom. And he may now en- 
tertain his countrymen, if he pleafes, 
with florid defcriptions of the abjedt 









162 He is ordered to quit the KingdntH. - 

^nd volu: ^ of the people of 

this cou ^nny of our 

laws, the 'H I \nner in which 

they are c | ^d the ftupid-and 

paflive difp . oi thofe who fub-* 
*mit to them. 
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